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recially as this is the largest amount ever lace). I have never been favourable to in-
asked in the history of the Department of creases in salaries. There should be good
the Interior. The hon. gentleman is asking and well defined grounds for granting in-
this committee to vote $104,814. What creases in salaries of men already fairly well
bas been the expenditure of the department paid, and I was disposed at first to take
during the last few years ? In 1893 it was exception to these increases ; but owina
$98.000 ; in 1894, $101,000; in 1895. $102,- to the explanations given this evening. I
000 : in 1896, $98,000 and last year the an of the opinion that the Minister made a
estimate showed $104,440. That was the fairly creditable start towards reductions
highest point reached up to this year. So in the depa-rtment. and I think it should be
hon. gentlemen opposite during rthe two satisfactory uider the circumstances.
years they have been in power. have asked Mr. FOSTER. Has the Minister been able
Parliament for the largest amount ever need- to obtain either of the Orders in Council I
ed for this department. I am satisfled thatak fr
the lion. member for North Wellington (Mr. asked for
MeMuillen), who preached economy when on The MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR. I
this side of the House. and will no doubt uuderstood the hon. gentleman asked for
seek to practice it when on- the other side Sir Oliver Mowat's opinion ?
of the House, will sustain me in the opinion Mr. FOSTER. And also the Order in
that the expenditure Is altogether too large. Council.
and cannot be justified. The whole ex-
penditure of the departinent should be re- The MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR. I
duced. and we can fairly call upon the have been able to get the opinion, and I
Government to do this. At all events. the: have sent it to a clerk to copy.
Minister is in duty bound to endeavour to M
justify this proposed increased expenditur. crease in the staf. Is the hon. gentlemiau

Mr. MeMULLEN. There is one point to getting ri- of any officers in the depart-
wvhieh I wish to call the attention of the ment, and if so, what are their naines ? I
committee. and it is this :We have not observe there is a double allowance for pri-
yet reached the items which show tha.t a vate secretaries. There is a vote for pri-
very considerable reduction has been made i ate secretary to the Minister of the In-
In the outside service. turior and private secretary to the Depart-

ment of Indian Affairs, whereas there was
Mr. WALLACE. Why lias not a redue- crly one vote for this work last year.

tion been made in the inside service too? T::he MINISTER 0F THE INTERIOR

Mr. MeMULLEN. The hon. gentleman There lias been no officer in the inside ser-
should give the Governmnent credit for the vice of the Interior Department removed.
very large reduction in the outside service tLat I am aware of; if so, it entirely es-
due t) the abolition of the Land Board at er.pes my recollection at the present time.
Winnipeg, and from bis knowledge of de- It is true. I arn asking for the usual vote of
pm-:tmental matters. he should aliso admit' $600 for a private secretary, but when we
that the business of the office here will be get to the item of civil government for In-
considerably increased. The work done by the dian Affairs I will explain to the hon. gen-
Land Board must be done somewhere, and tieman why that is
it has been transferred to Ottawa. The i
hon. Minister has been endeavouring to re- t Mr. WALLACE. Who is the private sec-
cast the entire service of the department, retany?
end I compliment him on abolishing the1TWa MINISTER 0F THE INTERIOR.
Winnipeg Land Board, for I did not thinkM A. P. Collier he receIves a of
it performed any service whatever. BYi;1,200.
hie abolition of that board, the country willr
save about $30,000 annually, except some .d
increases cf salaries due te the work to beI ace for priate s.teetarse
perforrncd lu the department here. In order The MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR.
te meet such incrMased workr the bon. Min- Ne; lie gets $1.203 atogether.
Ister. Instead cf ernploying ncw bauds, bas 1M.FSE.V sleI h evc e
added somewhat t the salaries f two or ai the -
threeofficials uponwhom the burdenkcf the acef
werk wil fait. e considers the staff The MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR.
ample, net ony te rform the work re- Noe.
quired f i t of past years, but aise , has- Mr. tFOpTER.eWasrhe nhes erice be-
fa r the duties cf the LandBoard at Win- n.RITON. Lthispcrap ttoe tre
npeg as well. If in recasting the depart-
ment the hon. Minister can show that, taking question, before the opinion f the Minister
the estimates throughout, there will be a or Justice is laid on the Table; stili, I wish
saving of $27,000 on the vote, that will 1tcali the attention cf the Bouse te the

be afuilanser t th quetios pu byCivil Service Act as It Is, and as I read lt.be a full answer to the questions put by It wiP be seen by any one who carcfuily

question, before therpinsonYofrtheMMiniste


