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OQATHS.
Mr. WIHITE (Cardwell) moved second
reading of Bill (No. 7) turther to amend the

tenth chapter of the Consolidated Statutes
for Lower

Unlawful Associations and Oaths. He said .

1

sanada, respecting Seditious aiid !

2520

of this Bill is to give to the laiter the same
measure of relief which the Masonic organi-
zations acting under the jurisdiction of the
crand lodge of Great Britain and the grand
lodge of Canada enjoy. AsIhave said, there
is ne innovation, and T take it to be whelly
unnecessary to address to this House any

cargument whatever as to the propriety of

1 ais Bill is of so simple a character, and as it
scems to ne, so commendable, as to require

only a few brief words of explanation.

hilities under which the Masonic body acting
under the jurisdiction of the grand lodge
of Quebee now rests. But I desire it to be
well understood that the Bill makes no in-
novation and confers no new privileges. Be-
fore the union of the old provineces of Can-
ada. I think about the vear 1840, an Actwas

puassed by the legislature of the provinea;

of Lower Canadia, entitled ** An Act respect-

ing Seditious and Unlawful Assoclations
and Oaths,” prescribing certain penalties

tn enti-bound associations, for instance :

Cvery society or association, the members
whereof are, according to the rules thereof, or
to any provision, or any agreement for that pur-
pose, required * * ¥
gagement * * * not required or authorized by
iaw, and every soeiety or association, the mem-
bers whereof, or any of them, take, or in any
1manner bhind themselves by,
cngagement,

- were made subject to certain penalties.
But tiie last clause of this Act—which, let it
be well understood, was passed by the legis-
Iature of Lower Janada about the year 1810,

tates ot Lower Canada, provides :

And whereas,certain societies have been 10ng ac- |
customed to be bholden in this province, under the |

The |
object of the Bill is to remove certain disa-

to take any ocath or en-:

any such oath or

reading of this Bill,

passing the Bill which I have now the
honour to ask the House to read a sccond
time with respect to a society whose char-
acter is so high, whose members occupy =o
proulinent a place in the country aud whoso
purposes are so well known to he of a
benevolent character. 1 move the second
seconded by the hon.
member for Lincoln (Ir. Gibson).

Motion agreed to. Bill read the secomd
time, and House resolved itself into Commn-
tee

(In the Committee.)

Mr. MeKAY. 1 would move that another
clause be added to this Bill. This measure
is intended to exempt the Masonic order
from all penalties they may labour under
at present in respect of the law referred to.
I think the same exemption should be ex-
tended to other charitable and benevolent
associations, so as to relieve them from the
disabilities under which they Ilabour. 1
would move that the following clause be

- added :—

That all socicties, associations and lodges.
whose members are bound by oath, and whose

e < - 2 . objects are exclusively of a social, charitable and
awd which appears in the Consolidated Sta-

|

denomination of lodges of Free Masons, the meet- | !

ings whereof have been in great measure directed !
tc charitable purposes—nothing in this Act shall
extend to the meetings of any such society or

lodge, holden under the said denomination and in

. benevolent character, are hereby exempted from
the p=nalties prescribed by chapter 10 of the
Consolidated Statutes of Capada.

I move that ithis clause be added o 11]9
! Bill for the purpose of relieving members of
‘other charitable associations in the province

?ut Quebec from the disabilities thh they

conformity to the rules prevailing among the said .

societies of Free Masons ;
or lodge has been constituted by or under the
authority of warrants in that behalf, granted by,
or derived from, any grand master or grand lodge

provided, such society .

.in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire- ;

land.

Now, at the time of the passage of this sta- |, . coq

tute, all Masonic hodies in the province of
Quebee were acting under the jurisdiction !

of the grand lodge of Great Britain.
sequently the grand lodge of Canada was
constituted, and, in 18835, a statute was
passed by the united provinces extending

Sub- |

. its second reading.

may labour under.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKRKER. I believe that
this amendment is out of order, not being
relevant to the Bill which has just passed
The hon. gentieman can-

not move it until notice ix given the House.
Bill reported. and read the third time and

CCONTRACTS TO A;LIE v,

Mr. .\ICLE;\- AN moved second reading
of Bill (No. 9) to prevent the letting
‘of contracts to aliens. He said: Mr.

the same exemption to Masonic lodges act-:

the jurisdiction of the grand
Canada. Again , subsequently.

ing under
lodge of
about the year

of Canada. But the exemption and relief
from these penalties respecting
associations and oaths was not extended |

Speaker, it may be necessary for me to of-

. fer some explanations in regard to this Bill.
: I have no fault or quarrel with the con-

1870, the grand lodge of .

Quebec was feymed out of the grand lodze ! ynq 1 believe many of them are very good

unlawful

i

tractors who are doing work in this country,

men. It is the principle and not the indi-
cviduals that I object to. This Bill only deals
with the letting of Government contracts.

to the lodges acting under the jurisdiction ; | It does not interfere with the investing of

of the grand lodge of Qneboe The olnur
Mr. SPEAKER.

capital in our country ; neither does it in-



