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Certainly we know that one Of the great sources of
strength of each democratic country is thut we reach general
sgreement on national policy by the democratic method of free
discussion and compromise. It would not therefore be
surprising if we found that in an alllance of democratic
countries the method of free discussion and compromnise is -~
also appropriate.

~ « por the more the foreign offices of the North Atlantic
nations exchange information - exchalge their views of the
world, their interpretation of whet is happening - the more:
the governments consult; the more they debate together on
what should be done; the greater is the chance that each will
be able to correct the distortions in his own private view
of the world; the greuter the chance thst each will follow
a wise policy and that the policies of esch will be very .
much the sune.

I doubt very much whether the monolithic totalitarian
cominform world possesses this source of strength. Iy
guess is thut the Cominfor:n states look at the world through
one pair of peculisrly distorted lioscow spectucles.

- My - cuess also is thut the asbsence in the Cominform
world of open Gifferences of opinion oyer foreign policy is
not a siegn of strength but = sign of weakness. e know that
this wus the cuse with tihie Tuzl totuliterian world.

I do not suy thet by @ nere process of exchanging
informuztion, exchunging views, discussing, consulting, the
North Atlantic natiomns can acutomatically reuch agreement
on policy. I do suy that by doing «ll this they greatly
improve their chances of recuching uireenent on a sound -
policy. In order to reach ugreerent, however, something
rore is necessary - & comxion ceterainution to reach agreement.

There comes a point on every issue in foreign
affuirs when a decision hes to be mazde by the government of
each ally., The processes of consultation have taken place;
the response to the issue can no longer ve delayed. Each
national government must then exercise its own independent
judgment. It is at thrt point thet the strength of the
alliunce is tested. For it is «t thut point that & natioral
government must tuke into wccount not only the direct
effects of its decision on its own country, but its effects
on its allies. This is indeed zn ocld problen in alliances
and one never easily solved.

* ~ Two and a helf veurs ago (September 21, 1948),
r, Fearson, in his first speech as Secretary of State for
External. Affuirs of Cunudu, put this point &s follows: .

"The only course of realism toduy for the North
Atlantic aenmocrucies is for euch of them to consider
. problens urising cut of their relations with one
arother as protiens between friends and associates.
This does not rewn that euch of us should do
- everything that «ny other meaber of the group suys:
is in the irterests of the whole associution.
It does, however, me.n th:t euch Oof us, before
tuking uetion ir the politiecul, economic or '
militury field, nust consicer whut the efrect of
its action will te on the totul strength of the
sroup us a vwhole - its totul militury, econonic
and moral strength.™

The fact thut'ﬁhis is 4, propriate in any &«lliunce -
ipdeed that it is essentiul to the full success of uny
alliance - does not neun thit it is eusy to uccept. Xor it
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