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necessary condition to the acceptance by the Dominion of
these added responsibilities.,

Nevertheless, even though progresé has not been
as rarid as some might have wished, it has nonetheless been
substantial. e are inclined to forget that, apart fromv
0ld age Fensions, the inportant national instruments of
welfare policy are less than ten years old. Unemployment
Iasurance dates from 1940. The first Family Allowances
vere paid in July 1945. “Tithin eight years, therefore, the
prospect of the "dole” has been banished from the ninds of
many tens of thousands of workers who have now been able to
accunulate the ricght to receive paymeats over a substantial
reriod in the event of uaemploynent, and the principle has
teen accented that children are a natibnal asset in wvhich ﬁe
can afford to invest on a substantial scale,

lluch renazins Yo be done, I should like to sece
inproved health scrvices and a better system of old age
pensions, btut thesc are matters which involve the pnroviaces
as well as the Doninion, and I cannot say when the diffi-
culties that stand in the way of the required co-operation
vill be overcone,

The third test -- the test of political unity, of
erowth in our efficiency as a political organiém -- is the
nost difficult to apply, for it is intaagidle, a thing of
the spirit which cannot te neasured or counted,

"Canadian statesnen®, says Professor Lower in his
stinulating book "Colony %to :ation", "accomnplished one of the
Ereatest acts of state-building in history when in 1867 they

drought together scattered provinces and two peoples into one




