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necessary condition to the acceptance b~~ the Dominion of

these added responsibilities .

Nevertheless, even though proCress has not been

as îarid as some might have wished, it has nonetheless been

substantial . -Wle are inclined to forget that, apart from

old ;ge Pensions, the inportant national instruments of

ti•relfare policy are less than ton years old . i7nerlployr°.ent

Insurance dates from 1940 . The first Fanily 4;llowances

;•rere paid in July 1945 . 'lithin eight years, therefore, the

prospect of the "dole°T has been banished from the ninds of

many tens . of thousands of workers who have now been able to

accumulate the rirht to receive payMe .1ts over a substantial

period in the event of u1er..ployr~..ent, and the principle has

teen acce~ted that children are a national asset in which we

can afford to invest on a substantial scale .

N.uch ren :ins to be done . I should like to see

i :lproved health services and a better syster.: of old age

pensions, but these are matters which involve the provinces

as well as the Dor.iinion, and I cannot sa'Y when the diffi-

cultics that stand in the t:ay of the required co-operation

will be overcor,.e .

The third test -- the test of political unity, of

C. roerth in our efficiency as a nolitical or ;-.anism -- is the

most difficult to apply, for it is i*~tani-ible, a thinL of

the spirit which cannot be rieasured or counte3 ,

"Canadian statesr.en'", says Professor Lower in his

stiMulating book "Colon,, to _Iation", "acco :nplished one of the

6reatest acts of 'state*-buildiaf~ in history when in 1 8 G7 they

brouCht together scattered provinces and two peoples into one


