
CANADA'S OBJECTIVES IN EXTERNAL POLICY

Prom an address by the Right Honourable Louis St. Laurent,
ait the time Secretary of State for External Affaî rs, Cana-
dian National Exhibition, Toronto, September 7, 1948. Dr.
St. Lauren t is now Acting Prime Minis ter and i nis ter of
Justice,

Ouir first duty, then, is ta
ike democracy work at home.
inada c'an Play an effective
irt abroad only if she is
'ee, strong, prosperous and
lited on the home front.
With that priority estab-

shed. however, we cannot and
ould not, escape our obli-
tions as a member of the
ternational community. We
st play our part for peace,
cause to no country is peace
re important in every way
an it is ta Canada. But we
st flot forget that peace
inot be preserved by nation-
action alone. We must aiso

ay aur part in the pro-
'ion of international trade,
r to no country ie such
ide more essential for pros-
rity than to Canada. But
mde tac, and hence oros-
ritY, cannot be assured by
Âonal action alonie.

)*OPERATE FOR PROSPERITY

prove that foreign policy -
even on the material level of
dollars and cents - is some-
thing that is close ta home,
and deserves as much attention
as any other aspect of our
domestic affairs.

l4hen, for instance, we help
in the work of Européan r,-
cavery, we are flot merely being
generous and altruistic; we
are trying ta preserve Cari-
adian markets and Canacian in-
cames. nie collapse of these
markets would mean the loss of
jobs for some and less money
in the packets of many mare.
The relation of external mar-
kets ta aur economy is, in
fact, almost exactly the same
kind of relation as a crop
faîlure or a famine in mare
primitive societies. The mem-
bers of a tribe, 5,000 years
aga could not do muelh mkrnit

toring the pre-war multilat
pattern of trade. It wauL
Of littie value ta Cana(
andf indeed in the long rtu
Europe itself - if, at the
of the period. of North Ar
ican help, Eutroo)ea trade
frozen into patterns and
icies which left us in a
ition where, in seif-defer
we were forced ta recast
ami pattern of tradp nnAr


