CANADA’S OBJECTIVES IN EXTERNAL POLICY

From an address by the Right Honourable Louis St. Laurent,
at the time Secretary of State for External Affairs, Cana-
dian National Exhibition, Toronto, September 7, 1948. Mr.

St. Laurent is now Acting Prime Minister

Justice.

Our first duty, then, is to
make democracy work at home.
Canada can play an effective
Part abroad only if she is
free, strong, prosperous and
united on the home front.

With that priority estab-
lished, however, we cannot and
should not, escape our obli-
gations as a member of the
international community. We
must play our part for peace,

€cause to no country is peace
More important in every way
than it is to Canada. But we
Must not forget that peace
cannot be preserved by nation-
al action alone. We must also
pPlay our part in the pro-
motion of international trade,
Or to no country is such
trade more essential for pros-
Perity than to Canada. But
trade too, and hence pros-
Perity, cannot be assured by
National action alone.

CO-OPERATE FOR PROSPERITY

So. for peace and for pros-
Perity, Canada is inevitably
Involved in international
affairs. Without any display
of self-importance or excessive
Rational pride, we must show -
as we have shown - a genuine
desire to co-operate with
Other people who show a like

esire to co-operate with us.

Let us look at the second
Point first, co-operation for
Prosperity. There is an' im-
Mediate and vital relation

€tween Cahada's external
Policy and thematerial we lfare
°f Canadians. A most com-
Pelling reason for every Can-
adian to become interested in
Nternational matters is the
Simple fact, so often stated,
that approximately one-third
of our total production has to
€ sold in foreign markets. I
Need say no more than that to

prove that foreign policy -
even on the material level of
dollars and cents - is some-
thing that is close to home,
and deserves as much attention
as any other aspect of our
domestic affairs.

When, for instance, we help
in the work of European re-
covery, weare not merely being
generous and altruistic; we
are trying to preserve Can-
adian markets and Canadian in-
comes. The collapse of these
markets would mean the loss of
jobs for some and less money
in the pockets of many more.
The relation of external mar-
kets to our economy is, in
fact, almost exactly the same
kind of relation as a crop
failure or a famine in more
primitive societies. The mem-
bers of a tribe, 5,000 years
ago could not do much about
the weather, but that does not
mean that adrought had nothing
to do with them. We would be
pretty foolish today if we
tried to act in Canada on the
assumption that the inter-
national political and econ-
omic climate is none of our
business and equally foolish
if we did not try to do some-
thing about it.

DEMANDS OF PRUDENCE

Common prudence demands
that Canada, the third trading
nation in the world, seek and
support long-term economic co-
operation for international
stability and prosperity.

At the same time, common
prudence equally demands that
we should not do more, or be
expected to do more, than our
economic and financial strength
makes possible. Furthermore,
it should not be forgotten
that our assistance to Europe
is for the purpose of res-

and Minister of

toring the pre-war multilateral
pattern of trade. It would be

of little value to Canada -

and indeed in the long run to
Europe itself - if, at the end
of the period. of North Amer-
ican help, European trade was
frozen into patterns and pol-

icies which left us in a pos-

ition where, in self-defence,

ve were forced to recast our
own pattern of trade and make
our own bilateral bargains
with other states individually.
That is not the kind of brave
post-Marshall-plan world that
we hope to see. There would be
grave disappointment here if
that were the only result of
the efforts now being made.

We wish to help put Europe
back on its multilateral feet,

not on bilateral feet; we want
to get away from the ill-
omened trading deals and prac-
tices of pre-war days; aspirins
and mouth organs for food and
raw materials; wheat grown at
any cost; self-sufficiency at
any price.

But if one objective of our
external policy is prosperity,
the other and more important
one - without which there can
be no prosperity or anything
else - is peace. What can or
should a country like Canada
do to help maintain, or rather
establish peace in a world
divided into the two concepts
of life and society to which
I have referred? ’

WIDER AREAS OF FREEDOM

In the first place, Canada
and the other democracies,
while making no compromise
over their fundamental free-
doms, must try to find some
basis of co-existence with
totalitarian governments, if
only on that of mutual tol-
eration. The best way to do
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