
This being the case, I find it very hard to understand 

the bitter and unfair attacks which, from time to time, are 

made against the United Kingdom on the subject of colonialism.

We all know that there are difficulties to be overcome in some 

territories, but surely the United Kingdom's record of past 

accomplishment in this field justifies confidence in its intention 

to guide these peoples to independence.

Unhappily, from this very rostrum and in debates in many 

other United Nations bodies, the Soviet Union has painted quite 

another picture of these colonial developments. Soviet spokesmen 

have chosen to disregard peaceful evolution in the Commonwealth 

where freedom and independence have become a Iiving reality for 

600 million people since the Second World War.

Canada's own part in developing the Commonwealth prompts us 

to reject the Soviet Union's criticisms and its claim to be the 

champion of freedom and independence for subject peoples.

We urge that the United Nations should view the Soviet 

attacks in proper perspective. In I960, the Prime Minister of 

Canada reminded the General Assembly about the position of subject 

peoples within the Soviet empire. Many mi I I ions there cannot today 

exercise the right of self-determination which the Soviet 

government demands for others.

This denial of human rights and fundamental freedoms casts 

grave doubt on the Soviet Union's whole position on colonialism. 

When the United Nations is examining situations in many other 

areas of the world, it should not ignore the areas under Soviet 

rule. The Charter principles on human rights and self-deter­

mination are clearly intended to be universal in their application, 

PEACE-KEEPING OPERATIONS

Mr. President, I have been dealing with some of the main 

issues before this Assembly. I turn now to a set of problems 

which vitally affect the future of this organization.
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