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N_UCLEAB‘_ PROLIFERA'_I‘ION -

| Actron Plan for Energy Sector Reform in Ukrame

and identified a further US$200 million to assist

* nucledr safety initiatives. A joint Ukraine/G-7 Task

'A\

Force is currently under way fo discuss its unple-

mentation.- Its report should be avarlable for the

Hallfax Summlt

“The spread of nuclear weapons remams one
~ of the most critical problems facing the world.. !
* Canada believes it is imperative that G-7 coun--

tries continue to support. the efforts to contain . .
. nuclear proliferation that began at the 1992 Mu- " -
~ nich Summit. A number of issues frgure on the .

non—prohferatron agenda:

. .. ® extensionofthe. Nuclear N on-Prolrferatlon
Treaty (NPT); - '

. ® North Korea’s challenge to the non-prohf— 5
- efation system; - e

' - ® ongoing negotiations for a comprehensrve ;

- test ban treaty (CTBT); :

- . - ® preventing the theft and smugglmg of nu--.

o clear materials such as plutonium; -

K negotratlons for a “cut-off” conventron,

.~ which would end the productlon of materlals for
" nuclear weapons purposes. -

- First and foremost, Canada beheves that the :

. lntematronal commumty must work toward get-
ting all countries to sign the Nuclear Non-Prolif-
" eration Treaty. Canada will work for the indefi- -
_ . nite extension of the NPT at the 1995 NPT Exten-
. sion Conference. Ratified by 171 countries, this
treaty is the main international instrument for
_-curbing the spread of nuclear weapons. 4
.~ There have been srgmflcant reductions in the
- nuclear weapons stockpiles of the United States
and former Soviet Union during’ the last year..

This should help pave the way for a successful

~end to the 1995 NPT Extension Conference.
. The conclusion of a comprehensive test ban

treaty would further help to contain the problem

- of nuclear prolrferatron An extended halt to test--
_- ing by all nuclear weapons states would serve to
_ . keep the ongoing CTBT negotiations in the Ge-
- neva-based Conference on Disarmament (CD) on
" track. Progress toward “cut-off”
. gotiations in the CD.also would help to improve -
-the climate for indefinite extension of the Nuclear
- Non-Proliferation Treaty. . B
Nucdlear theft and smuggling, whrch pose a-
‘serious danger to public health and safety, is a
. global nuclear proliferation risk. Canada sup-
~_ portsinternational efforts to respond to this dan-
ger, including the safe and securé storage of nu-

clear matenals

convention ne-
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( It was an energy Crisis that provrded the catalyst for the L
: frrst G 7 meetmg in 1975, and an energy-related i issue is still
hlgh on the group's agenda. . :

- Nuclear power plants generate 17%of the world s electncrty

- When  operated under stnct safety codes these plants help -
" meet power demands in Canada and elsewhere. However it's

" aspectacular example ofunsafe operanonthat hasthe world s
* . leaders concerned. - . - : - -
At1:22a.m.on 26 April, 1986 achain ofeventsbeganthat :
made a small fown in Ukraire a household word around the
_ globe A group-of technlClams carelessly turned off the safety’
_systems in"the Chernobyl Umt 4 nuclear reactor. Within 36 - '

" seconds, the reactorsurged out of control. A steam explosron
T blew the roof off the unit, releasing a cloud of radroactrve gases .

“more than a kulomerre into the sky. This deadly plume spread _

. radiation across Eufope as far away as ltaly and Scandrnavua o '
- . ‘ltwas a major disaster. Britain's Atomic Energy Authority ttas

estrmated that 40000 peop!e worldwide may die of cancer over

the next 70 years because of exposure to radiation from the' o

Chernobyl explo.sron R A
. Partof the reason the Ghernobyl accident turned info a-
© - disaster is the basic design and operating flaws in the older
_ Soviet-designed reactors. Several of these old RBMK and
+ VVER reactors are still at work. They generate much-needed -
electrrcny in the former Sowet Union and Central and Eastern”
"Europe. However, they pose dangers not just to the people
. - wholive nearthem nor even to the contment of Europe butto
) the entlre world

An indefinite, unconditional extension of the
NPT is the surest way to preserve a climate of
stability within which future nuclear disarma-

‘ment negotiations can go forward. Undermining -

the NPT would create greater risks and instabil-
ity. The best guarantee against. nuclear -

" adventurismisanindefinite extensionof thetreaty.
" Canadaworks contmuously with its G-7 partners

“and other like-minded countries to conclude suc-
cessfully the NPT Extension Conference and to -
' stem the 1111c1t trade of nuclear matenals T




