Clark not taking peace plan to Mideast: dfficials "

By David Lord
The Canadian Press

External Affairs Minister Joe
Clark won't be carrying a Cana-
dian proposal to break the im-
passe in peace negotiations be-
tween Israel and its Arab neigh-
bors when he arrives in the
strife-torn Middle East on Thurs-
day, departmental officials say.

At a briefing Tuesday on the
11-day trip to Jordan, Saudi Ara-
bla, Egypt and Israel the offi-
cials rlnyed down Canada's po-
tential role in the stalled peace

rocess, saying Clark is aware
hat Canada can oniy play a
“falrly modest” part In encour-
aging moderates on both sides. .

In 1979, Clark Incensed the
Arab world, Canada's western
allies and Canadlan companies
doing business In the Middle
East when as prime minister he
promised to move the Canadian
embassy in Israel to Israeli-oc-
cupled Jerusalem from Tel Avlv.

Clark batked down after Arab
countries, Including Saudi Ara-
bla, threatened economic repri-
sals, and a speclal envoy, former

Conservative leader Robert Stan-
field, reported that moving the
- embassy
would he a
mistake. ,

Clark's of-
ficials,
speaking on
‘condition
they not be
named, sald
Tuesday the
Incident now
is "ancient
history.” and wasn't brought up
by Arad dipiomats during plan-
ning for this trip. -

They also suggested that Clark
should take little heat from Arab
leaders for Canada's stand on
the confrontation between Libya
and the United States last week
in the Gulf of Sidra.

» One spokesman said at the
briefing that since the Incident
Canada has received “assur-
ances” from U.S. and Libyan of-
ficlals tbat Canada's concerns
about the safety of the estimated
1,300 Canadian oil workers in
Libya wiil be taken into account.

Canada's official response to

the skirmish in which two Liby-
an missile boats were damaged,
two sunk and a missile site at-
tacked, was that the U.S. forces

. had struck in self-defence after

being attacked by Libyan mis-
siles and that Khadafy's claim to

the Gulf would not stand up in

the World Court.
Clark wili be accompanled by

department officials and his .

wife, Maureen McTeer.
One officlal said the trlp is
important for Canada because of

‘Canadian exports of goods and

services to the reglon of about
$3 billion in 1984 and because It
is an area of “past, present and
future conflict.” -

In Jordan, talks are expected
to centre on Amman’s key role
in the Middle East peace process
and the setting up of an agree-
ment aimed at increasing eco-
nomic ties, :

Clark is also scheduled to open
a Canadian-funded school for

* Palestinian refugees and tour

farms in the Jordan Valiey.
In Saudi Arabia, he is ex
ted to discuss slumping world oil

prices, the Arab-Israel dispute

and the Perslan Gulf war be-
tween Iraq and Iran. o

In Egypt, talks will deal with
the Guif war, Israeli-Egyptian
relations and ald and he will
sign an ald -agreement worth
about $80 milllon to help recove
soil In the Nile Deita. -

Clark will make a quick visit
acekeeping trobps’
sert before .heay-

to Canadian
In the Sinal
ing for Israel. .
Aslde from the diplomatic
meetings with Israell leadei's,
Clark wiil tour Jerusalem gnd
Bethlehem, visit a memoriai to
Jews killed by the Nazis during
the Second World War and .4n
eye hospital for West Bank Pal-
estinlans In East Jerusalem. _
Clark left Ottawa for Roime
Tuesday and arrives in Jordan
Thursday. He will be in Jordan
April 3-8, Saudi Arabia April 6-8,
Egypt April 8-10 and Israel
April 10-14. He is to arrive’in
Paris Aprll 14 to accompany Fi
nance Minister Micheal Wilson
and Trade Minister James Kél-
leher to a weekend meeting 'of
the Organization for Economic
Co-operation and Development.:
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