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support off this party. Offifcial media off newvs disseminatiOi
such a~s the radio and bulleti.ns 'off offff4ocal news agencies
carried Sangkun propaganda material. 3angkum pamphlets alid
leafflets were dropped ffrom the air on a ffeW occasions. Th16
two main opposition parties, the Ueiuocratic Party and the
Praolieaoiua, also displayed 'their bannexs, held meetings
and carried on their propaganda through thei'rowr4 newspapee5'
Blut judged by the standards off elecotioneeriing' in other
couatries, there was flot, a great de.aloff activity, There
were, however, moments off exoiteiuent and bitter controver0
ini the last two weeks xnaking the situation te nse on the eV0
off poiX.

26. The Opposition parties compiainad to the
Coeission from, the beginnixig that because off offficial
pressure, the application off certa 'in sections off the Penal
Code and the arrest off some candidates an d.cainpaign workes'
they did not have the ffreedom to carry.on legitimate partY
propaganda. The probiem off civil liberties and ffreçdom
oet propaganda thus raised was a delicate oe.and gave us
cause for cosiceru. The Comm.ission discussed with the Pri00
Minister the question off the exte'nt off ffreedom in
electioneering and the lisuits off propaganda. The Prime
Minister toid us that great latituxde was being given, tb
criticiam made in "good faith" would be per'mitted, but t
th~e Pesial Code would b. applied to deai with abuses. He
aaid t;kat ail parties had been informed tihat the GoverlhI16
wouid take action (a) if the Sovereign and the members Of'
th~e Royal F'amily were attacked; (b) if there was caluMnXl
and deffamation off the Government; anid (o) if there was
incitement to disorder. These offfenoes were covered by t9Articles 297 to 301 off the Gambodian Pexaal Code which d
ffrom the. year 191~2. The text off these penal provision$ aS3
aiso a. copy off the communique issued by the Royal Gove-rume
on the subjeot off eleotorai propaganda are enciosed as
Appendix "D".

27. M4ost off the arzosts were ffor crimes off "les
ma4.to'and for certain fforms off c-riticsmz off the AmeeÎoae

miiitary aid agreemuent. Zuestioned on the scoipe off the8
crim, off "1,se maiestew, the Prime 144.xster statp4 that
proseoutions wero launched only when insulting attaccs e
made againat members off the Royal Yamiiy. He also added
that criticism of Prince Sihanouk as 3upreiue Counsel.JOt
off the îangkum. was allowed, but any disparaging remnarlCs
about him as Prince or ex-King would be punished. one6
rêasou for the arrests for "Iese majeste" seemed to b n
ffeeling in (}overoent cirjes that the Deioratic Party 0and the Pracheachun had repubXican leanings. Therew*9. Oaotorius instance Pff a. ieading member and candidate Oftb
»emocratio Party attacking the Kiuga off Oambodia rMt
days of Angkor ini a speech at Phnom-Pnh. But as agi0
this, respons±ble niembers off both parties denied thatte
had or ever wa.eed to iRsuit the Royal Famiily. AsM g'd
criticiuw off the Qovernment, teie Prime Ministe: gjýe $ lt
au exemple attaoke on tiie Amerioo.n miiitary aid a&r@eIf a poison said that the American treaty was not t i
intoroati off the country, no action wouid be takeL- e
that person said, for examplo, that the Goveramzent a de
nsold the country t>o the U.3.~" aiad spread ffals# eOt
20,000 Americau troops would be stationo4 inCmbda
ho wouid be prosocuted.


