
rural economic development of the trust territories; the dissemination of in-
formation in trust territories on the United Nations and on the International
Trusteeship System; oflers by member states of study and training facilities;
and the more controversial items of administrative unions, Togoland unifica-
tion, participation of indigenous inhabitants in the work of the Council, and
the attainiment by the trust territories of self-government or independence.
At the tentli session of the General Assembly, niost of the Fourth Committee's
time was devoted to two main proposais: one for the establishment of pro-
cedures for the acceptance and the examination of petitions; and the other for
the establishment of a sub-comniittee on the attainment by the trust territories
of the objective of self-government and independence. The Fourth Committee
also had before it numerous requests from petitioners concerning Somahiland
under Italian administration and the Cameroons under French administration.
A Canadian statement ini the Fourth Committee outlined Canada's misgivings
about the practice among petitioners of by-passing the Standing Committee
appointed by the Trusteeship Council to deal with petitions, ini favour of pre-
senting their requests direct to the Assembly with its wider membership.
Canada's votes on the hearing of petitions hy the Fourth Committee were
guided by the following general considerations: whether the matter was urgent,
whether it had flot already been studied by the Trusteeship Council or its
Standing Committee on petitions, and whether it was not to be examined by
one of the visiting missions and subsequently to be reported to the Council


