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Bupple mentary Reading in tiie Publie Sohools.
Read before the New Brnsniwick TeCMeho1 nsJtuite by Edwwrd

Manning, M. A.

The.highost aim of the sohool, an of the cburch, is
the building up of character. And an every one.in
moulded to a large extont by what ho readse, the
question of wbat literature wo should set before OUI
pupile sirely become8 ot the vory gravent importance.
At tiret sight there may aeem to bc littie ne.d for
anxiety on the subjoot, for wo ail know that the
prenont in an ago of reading. The twenty cent novel,
Day th. ton Or five cent novolotto, la commoner than
the Canada thi8ti.; the Press in everywbere, and dealo
with everything and everybody; aud tb. voice of the
book agent in heard in the land. As the sproad of the
language je marvelloue-nearîy ton fold in the luat
century> I believe-s-o also the inoroSe in its literature
i8 commensurate, sud its horizon je now world wido.
One day a star appears in it above the. Golden Gate
another, the. neit day, glitters beyond tb. Indus; a
third blazes Up suddenly beneath the Southeru Cross
at Mlbourne; a fourth is no* in occultation in far
Samoa, aud a fffth bus just ornerged froin it in strange
Japan. And easy-going optimism gasys., "Oh!1 turn
the Young mind out to browss st will, aud it *11 ail
corne right.» But a close view reveals ;:Afor
demur snd doubt. Are the pretty row of show
volumes in the ordinary tovn home proof of abund-
suce 01 good roading, or the gandily coverod maga-
zines., often as rich in illustratonsas poor, in rosi
food for thought? or &gain, the one poor sheif in the.
farmhouse, haif takon up by oonsolidated statute«,
gardon seds, sud old almaa? And the. doubt
grffl more souiona yete when one Meets such a.fact
easthie recent destruction of two tous of obscene
maLter in' New York Lb. other day by the. Society for
tb. Suppres'OuOfo Vice, and thon wondors what pro-
portion thin imm ensmmssbear to that which has
.soped d«ttectiont and in doing iis-deviiish work.
EYen of a reputable uewspap.r, what fration is really
fit for the oye of th. Young? Coearly. the tares are
springing up sas of old among the, wheat, sud alto-
geth er the initier growth of the. two. And-no it
behooves Us s 8teacers to oçoupy Lthe ooil betimes
with good seed sudplonty of i4, sud so to beave aé
little room ad May be for tbe. orop. ot noxious weoda
evor. roady to choke it. Not content with constant
effort to have the very be et text-bookatiiecryis*o
for more of extra reading,. for courses iun.English
literature, for thé une ip echoolsansd colleges of the
boit classics of the mother toiugue. And in our owulitPie, corner of thie vast domain, the, question is
raised-" HOW far in a suppleniontary courue of regd-

ing advisable and pir<cticl in our ohoe n
shall it b.?» ' o l , a <

Now, where tb. books ane provid.d by the,
as ie tho Case sometimea in Britan d the~~

a States, snpplementary readers ou of course b.
8 as eeeme boit. But the adoption of tbis plu--:"

e niud involve parents in extra «Penses vhic1kUBZ
r In ail likelibood, prove a téàa objeaticm. It l ig~

*urged that vo bavo too, many cambrousM4
r text-books. Bow thon can the mq&tt eb

1) onucr primary and advancod grades?
As to the tinot of tiies g ay up to Gram.,s,

i answer je plain. Cbildren st t Ibs l omld
l but littie use of books if tbey hid tiio. Any MW

Plointary reading h6e .then MUaI b. limaI gviq
ithe teachor, one of whos. most emmsuida aooopyIIà.

monte is to be a tborougbly good, ohar, 47 p~
reader-an accomprishmeut, by the. bye, ,nflh
than is comoeonly thought te.timece..Ssh
er, however, uan bold the attention 01 theI~~p~
rapt with the impreésive'delivery or reoitg Miu

1simplo apologue or lyric-sometjmosu sk~
in its origin to the childhoo.iIof tb. race, p&M
with the very spirit of childhood. Idpeeoq~
b. in its wording, but vindiatng I>y is er a,
claim to lîvo on. A ioared Hinal oq~
Wbo bus collected somo of the folk lore fet~~f
in bis introductiontliaIetThohve bM oums'
down verbatim by Bengali mothers for a h.
generations,» Wiiat seof o!love, o! -hhoI
wisdom may b. sow.d in thme vfrgum seilo!fIItMe
by the esy mean? AndevenbeyoudU
the teacher may stili use Ibis expedfient
in common with others though to a h100 ttonL

On. o! theeothers, sMy inurdes 4 t s, fi te
shlow tho pupil to bring tosoool &4~y book Whioa
interested him. If judged uil,% .p~lê
reading a passage to tho t«",horpri"Woy, 9N
that it b. veil presented, ruy th"rsd 4 pie>oie
to the clsam. If the pupille naUMM&ysgood.
as May happen st this stage, Ibis eXêrosoW .U14d,
a useful place in the misoluaeou work au, J'ý0 .
afternoona. IL is aaso vo»ifor tihe othemr ,lad
tàen, to hl8en te one of thoir own- numbr, wi9mtq
having th. passage before timir eyes in tbeir wwh#
books.

ID Grades 7 aud 8 the bmeahr May "SuWs* to, hO
acholar oxtra reading from lthe stook ab homme, «. icurable front the Sanday..whool or Pubbo UIéiri
as good worke on travol and advessqre, i 1--rmMba
On. common thinga, or science- prent4d inesq. U1
intelligible forum, or natuWe history, or oii sQU,
fiction~ and POetry. Abrighî boy.or gil-obth~io,4W
of progres ("ay froM 1 tilat 1) wogld lbqu';7


