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,TWO VEARS IN BRAZIL-Contlnued from Page 309.
I pointed out to the municipal authorities that between

ail these villages and hamiete and the exieting clty an open
beit of park-laud, making a complete circle round the ex-
lating city, should be acqulred ut once, before It wae too
late. My proposition was that'this be It should be a wide
one; that the middle of It should be dedicated as-a park
ln perpetulty, and that this should be made a rernunerative
undertaking t othe clty by re-selliug the land on its mar-
gine at the enhanced value the dedication of the central
strIp for park purposes would giva It Iarn pleased to say
that rny report ou this was enthuslastlcally raceived; but
here agaîn legislation le necesasry. At present the muni-
cipal authorities have only tha power of acqulrIug land for
a speclflc purpose; they cannot acquire it to sal again,
aud the law will have to be altered to enable them to, carry
out the scharne. Some of the land 1 designated for park
purposas ia already the proparty o! the municipal authorl-
ties of the clty of Sao Paulo, but most o! their land le
low-lylng and subject to floode.

The explanation o! the possession of thie land by the
xnuniclpallty suggeets a brief sketch of the history o! Ban
Paulo. Brazil wae dlecovarad in the year 1500 by the
Portuguese. For a long tima, o! course, it was a Portu-
guese settlernent lnhabltad for the moat part by natives,
and to, an aimost negligible extent. by European eettlers
who lived on the east coast. Tha Portuguase Goverumant
thought to encourage emigration to Brazil, -aud at the
same tUme !lnd a means of satls!ylng the demande of
rapaclous nobles and stateemen ut home, by dlvldlng up
the colony, or at least sa much of It as bordered on the
Atlantic, lnto, what were called "captancles," and glving
each captalucy ta, One of its subjecte. The city o! Sao
Paulo, howaver, wae iounded by Jesuit misslonurles who
landed at Sao Vicente, and ware driven frorn thora te
Sao Barnardo ,and ultirnate to Sao Paulo. Thereý le an iu-
teresting and rare map mnade ln 1910 and copied in 1841. It
shows how the original city o00upled a triangular plateau
batween three erninences on oach of wh ch was a monas-
tary. Thasa monasterles occupiod thý etrategie points
most eaeily fortliod. It was nat against the natives that
the miselonarles had ta ontranch tlienseives sa much as
agalnst the tradere, who, belng jealous af the succes
which the pacifie methads of the missionarles met with
among the natives, and because of the miserublo failure
whlch had attendad their own ultra-barbaraus methade,
made war an tha xnissionarles. The tradors drava the mis-
slonaries fram Sa Vicente ta Sa Bernardo, and sa par-
secuted them there that thay wont further ita the intarlor
and selacted tho site af Sao Pulo, beauseof aits stratogie
advantages, an whlch ta sot up thoir fartlioid convents and
carry on their misslonury entorprises.

Tho Rua Sao Bouta, the long stralght streat running
from tha manastory ai Sa Honto ta that of Sao Fran-
dceo, whlch le ta-day perhaps the busst und most lmnport-
unt street lu Sao Paulo, while at the sme timeoane af the
narrawest, occuplos oxuctly the site ef the primtivo roud
Ani whiph fhii aQv14auf .a4. -1- ~s.. ,

RENTAL COURTS.
The toplc of the hour lu mauy Canadian cities le the

housing problem and its near relative the rentai ques-.
tion le also recelviug cousiderable attention. Iu soma re-
spects the rentai question le more promineut than the
housIng question because the peopteý af!ected by lucreaeed
rente-are more numerous 'than those whoi are intereeted at
this tima ln building new housas. Demnande have been
made lu varions«parts o! the country for the creation o!
rentai courts whose duty it shall be te investigate charges
preferred againet alleged pro!lteerlng landiords. Our ex-
periauce lu connection wlth these bodies !orrned to con-
trol prices of varions commodities has not been altogether
satliactory, malnly bacause their plan of action wae based
upon a foundation economically unsound.- Rentai courts
rnay appeal to tha popular mImd and satisfy popular feel-
ing for the time being, but lu the long run they wlll be
iound to be a very uusatis!actory palliative.

The rentai question neede radical traatrnut-we muet
get to the root o! the matter. Rente are high because
housing le scarca. Houses are scarce because It costs
too much te bulld and maintain good houss. It coos too
much te bulld becausa wages are high and materlals are
dear. House property le expansive to maintalu beeause
repaire are costly and our eyetem of taxation le euch that
on land values. Juet what a rentai court cau do to rernedy
these thinge le liard to sea.

It le genaraily agreed by reasouabie men that evary
inan ise ntitied ta a fair ratura on hie Investment. Thora
are very few proparty owners who; have received an aver-
age net icorne af 3 par cent on thair investmants lu pro-
perty during the laetsix years. Èlain facts show clearly
that thera le a touch o! Irony lu the brauding of all pro-
party owners as prfiteers. Thera ara black seep amoug
the proparty awnlng fratarnlty mest as thora are lu avery
!amiiy and the few pro!itaers whic hexiet should receiva
prompt and drastlc, treatment fromn the powars that be.
But tha mare !act tint rente are, higi doas no o! itef
prove. proflteerling exits-tiere xuay ho a reason. Let us
ha calm lu our daliberations aud fair lu our 3udgxnant of
the property-ownar. It rentai courts are astablished they
can serve the useful purpose of placlng the facte before
the public. Theso will ha preferabla ta the exaggaratad
stuternente naw balng circulated.-ýCanadian Finance.
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