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cient days, he Iiiisclf was ain umboclimeut of the best that they were. He was

.one very parfit gentil knight." Think of the bighi courage with wbicb lie faced

tbe crushing (lisaster of bis later years, of the strenuiots endeavouir to meet and

iseliarge every obligation, of the gentie courtesY tbat mnarked biis whole (le-

mneallC)tr at sucli a pass and see if it be iiot ail epitonmc of the chivairous andl

hieroic. J le was the dlemonstration of bis own Nvords

"Sound, sournd tbe clarion, fill the fife!

To ail the sensuial worid proclainm,

One crowded bour of glorious life

Is wortb ail age without a namle."

This element of tbe rornantic and beroic, wre think, predomninates in ail Ibis

w ork. ,or (Io We sec it, ufl(iCr bis bauds, confined oniy to the bîgh borni and

goreat.» Scott nieyer tol(l a more romnaftic ntrior painited a more lieroic char-

acter than wvhen iii 'Thle Heart of Midlotbianl,' lie drew thc portrait of Jecannie

I eanis. That gracions, gentie *'it-fau1d'l dangbiter of the Covenatit buw sbie 1101(15

our love and( exacts tbe tribute of our sympathy!

Scott bas becu barshiy criticised for bis treatmlent of the Covenauiters iii "01dc

,NMortalitv,'' but be bas coilipeflsate(i for bis error, if error it was, in bis depiction

of tbe coNNfeeder's (laugbitcr. Sbie will rank for ail time in tbe creations of litera-

ture with Beatrice, Cordelia, and( Margaret. ()lue caunot but renmark bere bom,

singularly fortunate Scott was in blis portraiture of womnen. Whether thev were

(juecus or peasalits lie appears equaill happy 'M Ibis treatrnlent of themn in tlieir

mlaliin foo(l. 'Ne are toucbied 1w' tbe practical godliness of Jecannie Deans ani

miovC(l (ieclly 1w.ý tbe biorror oîf tbat scelle xvbere, ni bier sudden frenzy, tbe un-

happy Queen Mary, a prisofler iii Loch Levenl Castie, and mnaddened by tbe un-

fortunate allusion of bier attendant, breaks forth "\vith a sbriek wild and lotl(-

TFraitress! tbon wotildst slav' tby Sovereign-Callilmv French guards-à moi! à

moi! mecs Frani;çiis !--I am beset with traitors in minle own palace-They have

murdercd mvy bntslband(-Rescile! Rescue! for the Queen of Scotlaind !" She

startcd tnp fron bier chair-bier featuires, late so exquisitely lovely, niow inflamcid

with tbe fury of frcnz7y and resembling those of a Ielona: 'Ne xviii take the field

nurse1 f-warn the cit\v-r Lothian and 'i fe-saddle our Spaniisb harb-

I etter to (lie at tbe bead of our brave Scotsmieii, like our grandfather at i'lodden,

thian of a brokenl beart. like our ill-starre(l fatlher.'' (Tibe Abbott. chlai). 31.

Tbe art that could comipass snicb extremies is a rare gift and its fruits wiii tint

readily be permitted to perish.

Scott's art mnakes ils appeal ver\' directly to the reader. There is iu it but

little of the suggestive and impressionistic. lit is descriptive and realistic to a de-

grec. Tbe sibtie anialysis of hmai motives and the secret workings of the mmiid

lie coliccrts biiisclf but littie witb. But iii depicting the play of the enlintiolis,

tbe main in (lecision, and~ the nlian in action lie certainlv excels. For this reason,

more than auly nîber, lie bias grippcd the linl( an l beart of the muasses of min and

wviil continue to do so. lFor onte that rea(i5 Nathanaci Ilawthorne or George

MJere(litb tbiere wiil be founld a hunidred whno wiil rea(i Scott. an(l bis fnliowcrs iii

the romnance scbool. For on1e that "flie Fouse of the Sevenl Gables'' or " 'lie

E'goist'' will appeal to, a hnniidred xviii feel the cal of Scouts 'I vanhlloc' or kcadÇ's


