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& repetition of a brawl which has left an
indelible stain upon the history of one of Phe
most ancient and dignified deliberative
assemblies in the world, and brought shame
and confusion of face to statesmen of all
ranks and parties. Ifit could be established,
as there is some reason to think, that the
outbreak was deliberately planned, it ig
highly desirable that not ouly the members
of the House, but the British people and the
world, which has looked on in astonishment,
sheuld krow the fact and be enabled to justly
affix the blame. So far as our present know-
ledge of this and previous disgraceful scenes,
which differed from it only in degree, enables
us to form an opinion, the honours, such as
they are, are pretty evenly distributed be-
tween the parties. It may be that it is per-
fectly parliamentary for an honourable
member to describe & whole class of his fel-
low-members as * garrulous and impecuni-
our,” but utterly inexcusable for one of the
class 80 characterized to denounce the char-
acterization as “a gross impertinence,” but
the distinction is too nice to he obvious to
the ordinary on-looker. So too, few of us
would care to pronounce an opinion upon
the question whether it is more reprehen-
sible to liken the aged statesman at the head
of the Government to “ Herod,” or to call
the member so doing a “Judas,” though
Speaker Peel seems to have been able to
mark a clear distinction between the two,
In view of the unfortunate reputation of
Irishmen for readiness to resort to rough-
and-ready methods of settling differences of
opinion, the Nationalist members are to be
congratulated on the fact, which seema to be
established, that they did not strike the firgt

blow, if indeed they struck any blow in the
melee.

It then becomes merely a question of how
it {the necessary revenue | shall be levied—
L.e., whether a man shall have his tea free
and pay duty on his clothes, or vice versa,

If the tax be put upon his tea, nothing
happens save a rige in the price of that

popular beverage ; wherear, if it be put

upon his clothes, a factory for the making
of these clothes may be started in hig ow;
town, with the ¢ffect of increasing. popula-
tion and the value of ev¢ rything he possesses.
To prove that this injures the man in

question/ i#, indeed, a herculean tagk -
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This is plausible enocvgh to be worty
examination. The man in question might
soliloquize somewhat as follows : I gm will-
ing to pay my shere of taxes for the
necessities of an economical Government, [
am not willing to be taxed in order to in-
crease the income of my neighbour, or to
secure for him a higher price for his goods
than that for which they can be procured
elsewhere, If my tes is taxed, I know that
the amount of the tax, less the cost of col-
lection, goes directly to the Government.
The aim is siwple ; the method direct and
effective. But if my clothing is taxed, with
the double purpose of raising a revenue
and creating an industry by protection, a
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8ee saw takes the place of a straight line.
The two objects are incompatible and
contradictory. Just so far as the tax goes
to the Government, i.e., just so far as I
continue to import my clothing, the home
factory is not helped. On the other hand,
just 8o far as my tax goes to aid the home
factory, i.e, just o far as I purchase its
products, no revenue results. 1 pay the
tax to the clothing manufacturer and I
must be taxed on something else to make
good the deficiency to the Government. In
that case I am not only supporting my
family and paying my share of taxes to the
Government out of the proceeds of my own
industry, whatever it may be, but am also
being taxed for the support or enrichment
of my neighbour to just the extent to
which the price of my clothing is increased
by the tax. Evidently to use a current
metaphor more expressive than elegant, the
Government cannot at the same time eat
its cake (or mine) and give it to the manu-
facturer of clothing.

It will be remembered by some of our
readers that in connection with the meeting
of the International Educational Convention
in Toronto a year ago, tteps were taken to
supply a want which has for years been felt
by teachers and others interested in
educational work throughout the Dominion
—that of a more complete text-book of
Canadian History than has yet been pro-
duced for use in the schools. To this end a
Committee was formed, of which W. Patter-
son, Esq., of the Royal Arthur School,
Montreal, is Secretary, to make preliminary
arrangements and invite competition for
the production of such a book. Mr. Patter.
son’s letter, in ancther column, announces a
plan of procedure, and invites historiang and
would-be historians to prepare manuscripts
for submission to the judgment of the
Committee, While recognizing the need
of such a bock, and hoping for the success of
the method in causing a work of high
quality to be forthcoming, we cannot con-
ceal our opinion that, under such a scheme,
both authors and the Committee are placed
in a somewhat peculiar position. Desirable
88 it is to foster a patrictic Canadian senti.
ment in the minds of the boys and girls in
our schools, it is still more important that
they should grow up with Jjust and broad
conceptions of the status of their own
country, of its history and prospects, and of
its relation to other lands and nations, In
being called on to produce a history to
order, for en avowedly [atriotic purpose, it
is evident that Canadian writers are €Xpos-
ed to considerable temptation to patriotic
exaggeration. For similar reasons the (om-
mittee will need. to be on its guard against
any inclination to give the preference to the
work which shall be most successful in
magnifying the historical incidents and the
natural resources and prospects with which
they deal, rather than in keeping well with-
in the strict limits of well established
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