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poise the perils of Afghanistan. Meanwhile, "la swarm
of crows " had swooped down upon Woodstock, I"a black-
coated and tall.hatted gentry,. .. .. strange creatures to
be at large in a rural constituency." But this time Lord
IRandolph was no longer the mere son of a Duke:- he was
Somebody. lie laughed his adversaries to scorn, and van-
quished them with a higli hand.

By good luck, lie belonged to the Opposition, and, as
we shall soon see, to a double Opposition! Early in the
new session he found an opportunity of asserting lis posi-
tion-no longer as that of a parliamentary Free-lance, but
as the leader of a Party. The Bradiaugli affair furnished
him with a pretext.

It is the moment of swearing mn-a lengthy and tedious
ceremony, which general]y takes place amid noise and con-
fusion. The newly-elected mem ber for Northiampton ap-
proaches the table in bis turn, exhibits the document that
proves lis election in an authentic manner, and, when the
Bible is handed to him, respectfully informs the Speaker
that it iis impossible for hini to base an oatli on beliefs
which he does not share, and whicli lie looks upon as mere
superstitions ; but hie is prepared to affirm, on bis honour
as a gentleman and a citizen, that lie will serve the Queen
faithfully in Parliament, and respect the Constitution. Hie
is informed that affirmation cannot be received in lieu of
the oath. Quakers are permitted to affirm. Bradlaugli
is flot a Quaker, hie is an Atheist, lie cannot therefore
benefit by the exception. The regulations are strict:
when lie became a candidate for Northampton, lie already
tacitly accepted the laws and customs of Parliament. "lSo
he it," said Mr. Bradlaugli, content to have maintained bis
anti-religions opinions in the face of Parliament, 1,J will
take the oath.",

Can this oath be accepted ? The assembl3' is stirred
bY indecision and emotion. The most important occupant
Of the Treasury beach (the ill-fated Frederick Cavendish,
wlio was destined to faîl two years later in Phoenix Park
under the assassin's knife> proposes to send the miatter before
a committee. At this juncture Lord iRandolpli and his
friends intervene. 0f what avail is a committee, they
ask, on sudh a matter '1 A committee compiles documents,
confronts witnesses, verifies facts. Here there are no

j documents, there is but one fact, it is patent.

it l a matter of principle, which oîîght to bu decided by what
Lord BeaCongfield once well described as the unerring instinct cf the
Heuse Of Co1mmensý Shahl the oath of allegiance bc adninistered te

f an individual w.ho bas thought it bis duty to doclare beforehand,
corantopulo, that the oath of allegiance can have no binding effect
UPOOfils Conscience, and who telle the House of Commons that the
oath i8 based upon the lowest of superstitions, upon a rnuînmery and
a mockery, which are degrading and absurd ?

Will ho be permitted to declare in Parliament, I cal
God to witness that I ara a loyal subject of the Queen,"

- ~ and to add with a grin, IlOnly there happens to be no
God 1 " Besides, those who refer to the writings of Mr.
Bradlaugh, and especially to ils indictmrent of the flouse
Of Brunswick, wiîî flot retain more illusions on the subjcct
of bis affirmation than they hold with regard to bis oath.
No!1 Parliament must take this Atheist, this revolutionary
who bas betrayed himacif at bis word, and cast him out
from its Midst.

It is no vain parliamentary etiquette, no mere detail of

form, that Lord -Randolph defended in bis speech. lie

The whole conn action between the proceedings of Parliainent a and
D)ivine sanction la lu danger, and the idea-I may almost say the faith
-whlch bas for centuries animnated the House of Cornmons, that its
Proceedings are under the supervision, and will bu guided by the wisdom,
Of a beneficent Providence, loses ail its force. it cannot be doubted,

and hi8tory ~ ~ ~ ~~~~jcould pro 'e, : he esoa n ee atos sfee
what are declared o be their mnost cherished convictions to be tram yled

* iastic, elng majestic, albeit free fromn all piî
affectation. It found an echo in many hearts, conqucr1ed
mfany votes, and the power of the young orator grew ini
proportion. From the day when lie lad, for a moment,
wrested the leadership of the Conservative Party from
Sir Stafford Northcote public attention lad been drawn to
him ; henceforward it neyer left him. His henclimen
were Mr. Gorst, a lawyer, Sir Hienry Drummond Wolff, a
diplomatiet, and sometimes Mr. Balfour. It was a amal
staff, without soldiers; redoubtable witlial fromn the talent
and activity of those who composed it. I find from a
speech of Lord liartington's that by the end of the session
Sir Henry Drummond Wolff made sixty-eiglit speeches
and addressed thirty-four questions to the Government
Lord Randoîpli Churchill, seventy-four speeches and
twenty-one questions; and Mr. Gorst, a liundred-alid five
speeches and eighteen questions. Tliey became known as
the Fourth Party, and, this appellation, at first cmployed in
jest, passed into current expression. Sir Hienry Drum-
mond Wolff and Mr. Gorst are fond of appropriating it.
Lord Randolph neyer uses it. fie aims higlier. To be
the leader of a Parliamentary squad, however distinguisli6d,
cannot be the final termi of bis ambition.

Lord Randoîpli las abandoned his coigri ôf vantage for
a place in the thick of the figlit. Seated on the firt bench
below the gangway, he is visible, when lie riscs to speak,
fron every part cf the flouse. His figure, below the
Middle height, is far from ungraceful, but his counitenance

i o andsome. A powerful head, a short, retrou88e' 110e,
'sud large, rominent eyes lend lis face a singularly auda-

TUE WEEK.

plexion la pale, and somewliat leadea. A fair, lieavy
moustache, witl pointed, curlcd ends, dark liair, brualied
close to tIc scalp, and parted by a line whicl isl alrcady
widening, complete thia plysiognomy. If yon met him la
tIc street you miglit take him for a cavalry officer la
civilian's attire, perlapa for one of those wlo study thc

ie Parisienne more assiduously than tIc Théorie. fils
attitude la by no means impoaing ; lis gestures are mono-
tonous, medhanical, somietimes ludicrous. Wliea speaking,
le buttons or unhuttons lis cutaway jacket or frock coat.
During an entire speech le thumpa lis riglit fit down on
thc palm of lia left band with thc regularity of a steam-
worked tilt-Ihammer. lie inserts notes la Vhe interstices of
lis five outatretdlied fingera, and wîen lie waves lia Iand
tIns laden witI papers, le remiada tIc spectators of a
windmill. To others licsuggests aconjuror, or a ignalman
la tIc act of stopping a train. Thc voice la strong and
powerful ; its volume is as uaexpected ; but it is Iollow,
larsli, dry and unmodulated. Thc nervous einotion tînt
struck a Gibbon or a Stuart Mill dumb la the presence cf
Parliament, and whidh on vital occasions, on tIc opening
of a weiglity speech, lenda to the voice of a Gladstone a
certain special vibration, la absolutely uaknowa to Lord
iRandolph Churchill. fils preseace of mind is of se free
and easy a kind that le does noV take VIe trouble Vo finish
a sentence or Vo change thc tone cf lis voice wlien leaka
his friend Gorat , Who offers hlm a glass of water, te bring
hlm a glass cf brandy and seltzer. It lsa aso without
raissng lis voice, ln a purfectly natural and easy tone,
sometimes even with a familiar and confidential air, that
lie flinga bis accusations la tIc teeth cf tIc coasiderable
personages seated next or opposite liim.

This may appear shocking. Yct it la well tînt Parlia-
ment la noV entirely givexi over Vo lawyers and professera,
te those whose profession iV la Vo speak. It is well for it
te listen, occasionally, Vo one cf those boys for whom speech
is ne difficult art, ne gigantie labour, but an amusement,
a gaine, a species cf sport ; who harangue from instinct
and genlus, without mIles, ansd even iu defiance cf mIes,
and wîo demolil tIc formalism cf parliamentary etiquettu,
and rejuvenate and modify thc language cf debate by
infusing inte it words taken frem VIe language cf society,
cf tIc clubs, or cf the struets. But fer tIc innovators,
Parliament would ne longer be in tondh witli enter lîfe.
it wonld become, at times, a aube1 c f rhetoric, at ethers,
a limited company ; iV would bc submergud beneatli Vhe
dryncsof figures or VIe inaaity cf phrases.

And yet it la interesting te acte that net even the meat
froc, fluent and spontanecus cf oratora can dispense with
an oraterical system. Those wlio lave not liean formed la
VIe achoola, or who do net deign te remember them, build
np a rhetoric cf their own in accordance witli their neods
and surroundinga.

TIns Lord Randoîpli; le unconscioualy possesses as
many forma cf exordinm as the beat pupil cf Quintillian.
If le addresse? lis frienda, conflrmcd Tories like himacîf,
lie plunges in medias re8. If lis audience is dublons or
unknown te lim, lis excrdinm la familiar, easy-going,
indolent; lie is se far fromn any lurry that lie dees net
seem Vo ho gcing anywhere. Ia tIceflouse cf Commons,
ne exerdinm ; in trutl, there le las neither need toeon-
ligîtea VIe ignorant nor te stimulate thc indifferent. On
VIe coatrary, there lie strivea te assimilate Vhe ambient
temperature, te take up a question wlcre otliers lave left
i. Only a Thiers, a Gladstone or a Bismarck may venture
te handle a question ex pro/58inl Parliament, and Lord
Randelpli las net corne Vo that yet. Think cf VIe lasitude
cf a poltical assemîîy tIat lias heard hundreda cf speeches,
and read Vlosanda cf articles, witlout ccunting VIe end-
lesa conversations at dinner, la a railway carrnage, or in
tIc lobby, on Vhe occupation of Egypt, Vhe Irishi Question,
and Electoral Referm. liow is cOeVo triumph over a
wearincss tliat la nigli upon irritation 1 low wrest from
sudh an audience five minutes' attention for Vlieso cxhausted
aubjecta 1 Tlose who lave lived la political centres know
tînt a question neyer long retaitis tIe saine standpoint.
Like a statue on a revolving pedestal, it is ever turning,
and in VIls rotation revealing new aspects la a new angle
cf iglit. To be Vhe first o graap hs new aspect is Vhe
talent or Vhe gif t cf Lord Randolpl, and that la why le
lias neyer been voted a bore.

Very diffrent la lis metliod ont Of Parliament.
Hie seema Vo feel lis way, Vo liesitate until lie lias fonad a
theme, usually a sert of refrain. Sometimea lie supplies
himseif with one-" The policy and principles of tIc Radi-
cal Party arc all lumbng," le will exclaim on co occasion;
le will evolve daring variations on hils text, whidli le
re-introduces £rom time Vo time. lie will wind up by
leaving VIls crude expression la tIe minda cf lis audience,
wlere it will remain, for Lord Randoîpli kaows that argu-
monts are fergotten, while formulas are noV. Generally
le seizes upen an unfertunate word dropped by an adver-
sary, or on an insignificant one that neocooelias remarked,
and tînt, ta1ken on its own monits, would appear unassail-
able. lie picks iV up, turna it round, throwrs and catches
it, like a clown cenjuring witli an old bat ; lie squeezes it
se lard that lie extracta a dozen absurd meaninga from i,
twenty grotesque corollaries. By way cf nmakeshif t, a
newapaper paragrapli will serve hlm. lie may, like aay-
body else, lave read among tIc morning's items in a Liberal
newspaper VIe following piece cf information :

"liawarden Castle.-Mr. Gladstone attended divine
service this momning. Hie was guarded, as nsaa."

" Guarded as usual 1 " Sec what hIls simple phrase
will do for Lord Randolpl. IlGuarded as unaI l1I

"As usuall" ,Gracieun heavens ilWbat a cmmentary on Libers
Goverument in those two werds. Do yon know that fsen the daya
Whon firat what was'aalled a Prime Minuéter wam invented to the près.

eut, there bas been no Prime Minister about wbcîn sucb oa staternent
could bu made? Many Prime Miisters have coins and gone, goit'
badl ani indifferent, but tbe best aind tbre worst bave isever been,
guarded by aught save tbe Englisb people. A ni bas it cerne te this ?
Are the tilnes so terrible, ar7e bad passions so rife and uorestralned
after four years cf Liberal Rulie, ti the apostie cf freedoni, tire bene-
factor of bis counitry, tire man for Jsoi sic flattery is toc fulsoine, ne
bornage tee servile, cannot atteii(s iviiie service lu lus îiarisb cburch
without being garded as usual ?" Strely a wcrld cf serious reflec-
tien le being epened; surely tbe art cf goverrnicent inust bave sunk te
a very lcw ebb wbeu tire first servant cf the crcsvn lias to be watcbed
nigbt and day by alguazuils arined te tIhe teetb

TIen, after soine more or les fantastic circumlocutions,
and a good many attacks iît hominent, the discourse gener-
ally turns upon a general view of Liberal or Conservative
polities, often upon a parallel of the two programmes.
Then cornes a patriotic peroration, combative, captivating,
and of a quick, martial rhythm, in which lie seems Vo be
cliarging the enemy. H istory is not often refcrred to in
the speeches of Lord Randolph. Not that Vhe young
bachelor of arts is unaware that there was an England
before Sir Robert Peel and Canning. But lie is so modern 1
The idea neyer strikes M~in, as it wou]d anyone else, to look
back to VIe past. li l one of those whoae gaze is already
fixed on the twentietli century. With Vhe exception of
living orators, whose speeches lie studies so that lie may
turn their own words against them, and a few writers on
political ecoaomy, whose statistics lie borrows or di8cusses,
le quotea no one beaides Shakespeare and Corneille. No
Latin verses; tley are played out ; they are good enougli
for Lord Granville and the Ilacademicians " of tIceflouse
of Lords. Epigrams ramn, and portraits abound ; but the
former are produced by butting a gainat bis adversaries, and
tIe latter arc caricatures. Hlere and there are amusing
anecdotes, but tliey are ligîtly vulgar ; none of those
reminisceuîces of a statesrn with which Thiers seasoned
lis oratorical cause ries. Lord Randolph's reaI power lies
in bis sarcasm ; it aise consista in the gif t of realizing
abstractions, in rendering ideas visible and palpable ; la
casting liglit upon objecta by comparisons whidli
are ratIer forced upon hlmi than sought for. A
poet'a brain would not conceive tIeni with greater abun-
dance, with greater fury. TIheXWhigs are Ilshooting-
stars," the iRadicals "ldry clouds." When ho wishes to
pourtray the advance of IRussia towards India, le secs her
in turfi springing like a tîger or creeping slow and sinnons,
like a serpent on ita belly. English domination in India
is a "lthin coat of cil on the surface, whidh preserves thei
calm of an ocean of humanîty and controls its atorms." In
describing the depression of trade le employa violent,
striking images that stand out in extraordinary relief.
This is how Shakespeare would have depicted a commercial
criais:

Your ireîî indsstry is dead, dcad as inutton :your coal industries,
wbicb depend greatl.y on the iron interests, are laiguisliisig; youir silk
iîsdustry is dead, assassinated by the foreigner ; y(our voolerî iidustry
la in articalo inortis, gasping, struggliiig ; tire slîiîbsiiiî iugidusî4y,
wbicb lield ont longest of ail, is coue to a .4taiitt,tilI. Torti yoir eY
where yen will, snrvey any branocb of British iîsuustry you ico, yosu
will find signe cf mertal uisease .. .. .. Yeu findi foreigui iron.
foreign wqpl, foreign silk and cetten pouýring into the country, flooding
yen, drowning yen, siîîking ycn, swainping yen....

This overwruuglit imagination sees mionstrous visions,
and finda ne words strong enough te express thingase
magnifled ; hence VIe exaggerated diction witli whidli ho
is Bo bittcrly reproadhied, and whidli suggest a kind of
oratorical delirium. The ininisters, cowards, traiters,
incapable and dishonoured creaturea, who are called 'Ilier

Majeaty's Miniatura," what are tîey 1~ A band of miscre-
ants, a mênagerie of strange and noisome beasts. Lord
Ripon lias the stupidity of the ostricli; Lord Derby la VIe
political p)arasite wlio leaves those Cabinets that are about
Vo falla thc lurdli. Mr. Bright-the virtuous John
Bright-the purest of the pure, clotlues (with lis confede-
rates) "ltheir squalid and corrupted fora witli tIe robe
of rigliteousacas." And Gladstone, thc "levil and moon-
istruck minister," tIe "Molodch of Midiothian," lie wnlks
in blood, bis landa drip witli Engliali blood. Strangerâ
are not treated any better. Hionduras, Costa Ilica and
Venezuela are Illittle, beggarly, plundering republica." The
Khedive Tewfik is "la person unfit, from lis character and
lis actions, to be supportcd by Great Britain." An officer
of the Czar, entrustcd witli the delimitation of the bound-
aries of Afghanistan, "lias lied and dlicated as only a
Russian can lie and dlicat." Al VIls, 1 say, la not very
parliamcntary, but it is eminently Shakespearian ; tIat is
how matters are discuased in Coriolanus and 1eichýard IIi.

.No one lad contributed as much as Randolpî Churchll
to lessea thc influence of the gruat Libleral leader. Before
his time no one lad ventured to ridicule Gladstone ; after
hlm evcryone tried lis liand at it. lie was thc firat Vo
make sport of those long-winded, empty speeches, to point
ont the ambhiguities of expressions that veiled incolierencies
of thouglit, and to break the dharmi that lield thc assembly
wlien the magician spoke, enveloping himacîf in a miat of
rhetoric tîrougli whicli lis thougîts filtered, like thc vague
diffuse ligît of an invisible moon. lie sbowed him in lis
political laboratory preparing lis theatrical get-up witli the
aid of lis son, and out-liuroding in clarlatanism those
inanufacturers wlio make the walls motley and crowd the
newspapers witli their advertiacmcnts. Even VIe inoffen-
sive and healtîful pastime of amateur woodcutting became
the symbol of lis destructive mania 1

Nothing was too sacrcd for thc axe of Gladstone.
Af ter VIe oaks of liawardcn, tlieflouse of Lords and the
ClurcI of England. Above aIl, Lord Randoîpli neyer
wearied of exhibiting him ta the Engliali nation, so jealous
of its oreed and its military bonour, as thc man wio hld
snpported Bradlaugh and abandoned Gordon. In a long
speech at Bow, lic explaincd to lorriflcd electors tIat Mr.
Gladstone lad lad, one after Vhe other, tea policies la
Ireland,, aine in Central Asia, eigltcen in Egypt-ixi aIl,
thirty.seven different policies. The orator enumerated.


