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builders, woulld have its head clear ahove the whole cloaca. The country
will never know how matters really are, and the North-West will never be
well governed, till this happen. With respect to the power of d.sallowance
assumed by the Dominion Government, we are inclined to think Me, Blake
in his strictures pushes his Provincial pretensions a little too far.  To cite
Mr. Armour again, it appeara this power was given for the purpose of pre-
venting the going into force of valid Provincial Acts which would have the
force of law, and which would interfere with Dominion policy, and to pre-
vent the going into force of measares that are unconstitutional or drubtful
This last-mentioned purpose is to our mind the justiticition for some, at
least, of the cases of disallowance cited by Mr. Blake. If the pawer of dis-
allowance did not exist, or were not exercised by the D uninion Govern-
ment, the onus of opposing, by an expensive lagal process, doubtful Acts
perhaps highly oppressive on the minority of some Proviners would be
thrown on the individual. Bat as to the boundary question, Me. Blake iy
entirely right. The anti-Outario action of Sir John seems to have been
taken at the ir{stigation of his Quebec eolleagnes anl followers, who desire
to create another Nuw France in the North- West, and hem in Oatario on
all sides by French-speaking settlements ; and his failure is a deserved
rebuke to such pretensions.  And similarly is Mr. Blake correct with
respect to the liquor business. Eich Provine: must be suppsed to know
best how to regulate its own business ; and no Province has a right to
intermeddle, through the Dominion Parliament, in the internal concerns
of another of a ditferent race, habit, and mode of thinking.

Mag. BLARE'S indictment of the Government in the North-West Rebel-
lion is a strong one.  If the grievances, being known to exist, had been
removed in 1884, Riel's power would not have grown to such a height, and
no rebellion would have taken place. The rebellion was a direct out-
come of the incapacity, jobbery, and corruption that reigns universal in the
affuirs of the North-\VesL—perh1p3 unavoidably incident to the establish-
ment of & wealthy corporation so closely connected with the Government,
::::::ohi‘:fds“r;{n&ge the opening of half a continent throws into givern.
Parliatoent .&ud l:e gil:kle' held a brief for the coun.t,ry at the last session (.)f
plea. It w:m too late £ ”jl'dmy 3 but he could do little more thun. lodge his
protracted session a;d or fiscussion, bfacause the .lI\;use' way wearied by the
becauso no Ou;g w;s ,l;ll‘lhh to cope with the f-lulgcct; }c was also t<.)o eur.ly,
fuller information t:'; :mforfned on the sEbeect. It is now for him, wn,.h
should be the lna'i b rng his plaint again beff)re the Hous(.s; and 'thm
real or fancied | n usiness of the coming session. A rebellion agninst

*d Injustice has taken place in a part of Canada altogether
under the government of Conservative appointees; and whether the
charges brought against some of these be true or not, it is impossible for the
country in tho circumstances to close the paze and say it will read no
further. The fullost investigtion into every circumstance preceding and
attending the rebellion must be had before the Conservative Party will be
Purged of the suspicion that now attaches to it ; and if this be not aceorded
Pl'O_lnpt,Iy and frankly, so much the worse in the long run for the Couser-
Vative Party. [t is useless for the party press to attempt to raise a fulse
183ue through the Riel agitation. The question before the country is not
at all the execution of Riel, but the causss that produced the rebellion he
headed. The Risl case will have, indeed, to be discussed by Parliament,
because, as Mu, Blake puts it, his charges of mismanagement against the
Gt?vermnent have been declared by the Government to be a defence of the
Prisoner. They have rested their defence on his condemnation. And perhaps
if they had pardoned him it might have been takon as a confession of their
own culpability. Therefore it is most dusirable that by the fullest investi-
8ation the country may be convinsed that the Government have not been
8uilty of the baseness of punishing Riel to screen themselves. Mr. Blake
While deprecatiug' generally, criticism of the exercise or non-exércise'of
the prerogative of mercy, yet holds the Riel case to be one for P:'trhs-
Mentary enquiry, for the reason that the trial was for an extraordinary
political offence, on which z;.gitation has supervened, and because som
Prominent supporters of the Government declare they have l?een misled
and deceived by the Government, charging that the execution Wwas to

Punish an old offunce, and to gratify the hate of another set of government
. have identificd their own

Supporters, Alleging that the Government o id "
Acquittal with the conviction of the insurgents,be maintains that both may be
Builty : the Government for neglect, delay, and mis}“a“agemf’mi t’;“e ms“;'
8ents for rising in rebellion and inciting the Indians to rise. o each,
therofore, ought to be assigned their due share of fault: that of the insur-
Rents ig known, and it is a fit subject of Parliamentary enquiry to ascer-
tain what extent of guilt, if any, attaches to Governmeut.

bat M: template a
Tv i i that Mr. Blake does not con'
ot o oudorahip of he Liberal Party. Not sinca Con-

- Tetirement from the leadership of t

federation has that party been in a position where it mizght be so useful
to the country.  In Mr. Blake it possesses a lea ler who stands almost alone
amony Cana lian statesmen for high principle and character ; and at this
conjuncture it is precisely such qualities that are most needed.  To such a
man the lower side of politice canunot but be distasteful, and he tells us that
he «'hshkei and does not wish for offize.  Bat, althoagh this unwillingness
springs from an hounourable scrupulousness, it is regrottable; for it is not an
attitude of mind suitable to the leader of a great party.  Not so do
successful leaders inspire their followers and seize victory,  Yet, perhaps
the enthusinsm will coms with the occasion. Pussibly iv is better, as Mr'
Bllkf’ says, that tho Liberal Party should not take offise Just yet ; uu(jl
certainly it is the caswe that if by the aid of the Frenel-Canudian mal-
content Tories thoy should defeat the Government on the question  of
the execution of Riel, no stabls political allisneo could be formed on such
a basis: no lasting coalition could spring merely from a community of
feeling in rogard to an execution. The construction of n Lilneml-illcu
platform out of the Regina scaffold might adinirnbly serve the purpose of
the Government, by atfording them a cry on which they could confidently
appeal to five-sixths of the eountry for support—they might like to make
this an issue before the English-speaking populations; but Mr. Blake
refuses to lot them choose the matter for which they must soon be tried,
He quietly sets this issue asido as bat a subordin obe question, and tixes the
atteution of tho country on the more permanent and substaniial questions
calling for legislative and administrative action, upon the main question
in this North-West business —the causos that produced, not the con-
sequences that followed, the Robellion.  In this, the main conclusion of
his speech, he has crowned a wise and admirable utterance in a statesman-
like manner, and it will, if wo mistake not, bo found that when the day
of trial comes his motion for a full enquiry will receivo the support of all
honest and conscientious persons of both parties.

At the Blake banquet Mr. Mills mude a tierce onslanght on indepen-
dent journalism, which appears in some way to have crossed his political
Hoe seems to think that a writer who is independent can havo no

path.
This i3 the cemmon notion of partisans, but it is rather sur-

convictions.
prising to see it shared by a philosopher.  With regurd to every subject
but politics Mr. Mitls would probably admit that independence of mind is
essentinl to the existence of anything worthy of the namo of conviction,
If a political economist or a man of science wero to enlist in an economical
or scientific party, and adopt its opinions wholesale, you would say that
he had no convictions but only prejudices. It is possible, surcly, that a
man may agree with ono part of the policy of a Government and disagroe
with another ; that he may agreo with its fiscal policy, for examplo, while
ho disagrees with its policy respocting tho franchise. Suppose ho frankly
avows this, and praises or blames the Governmoent accordingly, can he be
said to bo wanting in conviction, or in the expression of it, more than the
partisan who in both cases takes, as a matter of course, the Government or
Independenco of mind, in men or in journals, is

the Oppnsition view
very inconvenient to party managers: that is what Mr. Mills means,

It is stated that M. do Losseps having failed to get a loan from the
French Government, or even a pormit to raise money hy lottery, to carry
on the work of the Panama Canal, has inducad the Govornment to sond an
engineer to tho Isthmus to examine the work already done, and to report
upon the scheme as an investment. M. Rousseau, the cnginocer, starts
presently, and lest he should form an unfavourable opinion of the scheme
from lack of information, M. de Losseps hay arranged a contomporancous
excursion to the same place, at the Company's expenso, of politiciana,
journalists, and financial men interested in the project. Wealso read that
at the housewarming of his new splondid residence in Paris the other day
M. de Lesseps made a witty speech, in the course of which ho declared
that the French investments in the Suez Canal had been returned ten-
fold, and the Panama Canal will be cqually fraitful.  Well, it ig always
best to keep up a light heart in ditlizalties ; bue if the Panama Canal
project is in anything like the state it is represented to bo in by the
report of Mr. J. C. Rodrigues, & commissioner appointed in 1879 by
the New York IForld to go to Panama to study the enterprise on the
spot, the gaiety of this brilliant Frenchman has something of heart-
lessness in it. The London Athencum in reviewing the report assents
with but little reserve to the conclusions of the Commissioner; and if
these conclusions be correct, then is the Punama Canal scheme far from
being a fit subject for witty speeches. From the review of the report—
which, having been published in book forin, has come under the notice of
the Athsn@um—we gather in brief that the original estimate of the cost
of the work—the estimate on which it was undertaken—has in consequence
of later and better information grown in quantity of excavation from




