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CURRENT COMMENT

“La Vérité” of Quebec, atter
mentioning, as we did some time
ago, that Mgr. Martiuelli, Apos-
tolic Delegate to the United
States, denied any knowledge of
any recent decree permitting the
burial of Catholic Freemasons,
adds that Archbishops Ryan, of
Philadelphia, Katzer, of Milwaun-
kee, and Kaila, of St. Louis have
repeated the same denial, and
remarks upon the silliaess of
thoke who imagine that Leo XII,,
who has been more unsparing
than any of his predecesscrs in de-
nouncing Freemasonry, would
now stultify his past record. Evi-
dently this decree is, like the
bogus encyclical to the Chilian
hierarchy, a pure invention. The
eablegram people seem to havea
mania for these Papal inventions.
Still more recent than the sup-
posed Freemason decree is the
rumor that the Holy Father was
preparing an encyclical against
anarchism, followad by a denial
based on the well known fact
that Leo XII. has spoken his
mind about anarchism plainly
enough already in several of his
encyclicals.

The Gordon Memorial College
at Khartoum which General
Lord Kitchener is trying to
found is a project that ought to
'be frowned upon by Catholics.
The memory of Gordon is a very
Aine thing to preserve; he wasa
! hero; but the way in which
s avenger wishes to preserve
is distinctly unchristian. We
are informed that not only will
it not be a Christian college but
that the religion of Mohammed
will be taught therein. Conse-
quently, whosoever contributes
to the fund opencd on the 19th
ult. by Major Drammond, secre-
tary to the Governor General of
Canada, will be co-operating in
the spread and maintenance of
an antichristian sect. True, Ma-
jor Drummond, in his letter to
the Montreal Star, merely says
that “there will’be no interferen-
with the religion of the inhabi-
tants”; but we know, from
British experience in Inda,
‘what that enphemism means.
Under pretext of liberty every

Egypt, while there issue, from
her schools, every year more
than six thousand Egvptians
who speak and write French,”
and thit “‘there were French

{ite Bishop of

At the end of April, Bishop

Taché sent Father McCarthy, an
Irish Oblate, whom he had or-
a hundred years, the edacator of {dained priest at Si. Bonface the
24th Januarv previous, and who
is at present at St. Mary’s Church.
across the river to find a place to
rent temporarily, for a school. All
suitable anl available places in
the village were held by persons

schoolsin Khartoumbefore 1884.” | of such stroug anti-Catholic
Moreover, the difference is all in|feeling, that the sight of a priest

favor of the French shools and
colleges which, being in the
hands of Catholic religions or-
ders, undermine by historical
Christianity the fictitious basis
of Islamism.

Quite a namber of people will
live through this year 1893 un-

nineteenth century. Countless
newspaper hiats and innumera-

would shut off any arrange-
meni. The Rev. Father
on a young Irish Catholic
merchant (Mr. Kennedy),
was popular among the sett-
lers, to see if he could help

- him in the matter. Mr. Kennedy,
full of zeal for the cause, under-
took the task of getting a place.
der the fond persuasion that they | He went to a friendiy neighbour
are witnessing the last year of thejot'his, Wiiliam Drever, Jr., to rent
two roows in his house, (the

present old cottage standing next

called

who

ble advertisements, all taking it{to St. Mary’s Academy (N. Dame

this cent ury is its last, keep up

knows how to account for such
a manifest blunder. It ought to
be plain as a pikestaff that 1900
is the hundredth year of the
nineteenth century and that

its hundredth year is over. The

though it will be labelled 99

month, will not be completely
and truly 99 years till Dec. 81st

rian enters upon his hundredth

ted, but he is not really a hun-
dred years old till his hun-
dredth year is ended. This era
will be 1900  years old just as
the clock strikes midnight be-
tween Dec. 31, 1900 and Jan.1.,
1901.
e e e ]
BEGINNING® OF ST. MARY'S
PARISH, AND OF CATHOLIC
SCHOOLS IN WINNIPEG,

olic Institutions of Winnipeg
euter the thirtieth year of their
existence, it may b= interesting
to record some facts and data
connected with' their inception.

ing Catholics on the west side
of Red River, or Fort Garry

belonged to and attended the
cathedral parish of that town.
Their children frequented, as

for grant.d that the 99th year of|Street East). Mr. Drever had
rented the east half of the house
the curious delusion. One hardly [to Mr. Lusted, (former carrioge
maker), both landlord and ten-
ant being very pronounced Pro-
testants. Mr. Drever hesitated,
and inquired of Mr. Kennedy
his object in renting the rooms,
that century is not complete till{in spite of his irreproachable
standing in the community. Mr.
mistake may perhaps have arisen | Kenuedy suid he woald not press
from a confusion between cardi- | his request as Mr. Drever scemed
nal and ordinal numbers. People|to fear him, and added jokingly
forget that Jan.1st, 99, is ouly the | that there was nothing very
first day of the 99th year, which, [strange 1 a young bachelor
lookiny for rooms. However, Mr.
(i. e. the 99th year) for a twelve-| Drever gave him the keys of the
west side of the house for six
months, for which Mr. Kennedy

is finished. Similarly, a centena-|paid therentin advance. Having
this place he returned to Fr. Mc-

year as soon the 99th is comple-|Carthy with the keys, who im-
mediately placed them in the
hands of Bishou Taché. His
Lordship made known his pro-
ject of opening a school on the
west bank of the river, to the
Sisters of Charity of St. Boai-
face, and requested them to

take charge of it. This devoted
commuuity accepted the ar
duous task. Father McCarthy
lost no time in notifying parents
— in the locality of the good news.
As in this year 1899, the Cath- [ Sisters St. Theresa (at present in
St. Boniface) and the late Sr.
McDougall were appointed by
their Superiors to inaugurate
the school.

On the morning of the 1st of

Up to 1869 the English speak- | May 69 these two ladies started
on foot for Mr. Drever’s cottage.
At that time they had to cross
Settlement, opposite St. Boniface, | the Red River above the junctinn,
then crossthe Assiniboine, and
then walk from Fort Garry to
their destination, often in mud
regularly as possible,the St.Boni- [and water. (Sidewalks are a mo-

face schools. The crossing of the|derninstitution). After the day’s

river was attended with great

late Archbishop (then Bishop)
Taché, feeling their awkward
sitnation, desired to give them
church and school facilities on
their side of the river. But his
resources were small, and he
had not an inch of land on the
other side.

On the 1st of May '69 a Pro-
testant school was to be opened

facility will be given for incul- 1

school work they returned home
difficulties except in winter. The [to St. Boniface. Thus these two
sisters had the same route

to walk twice every school day
in fine or bad weather. The
other Sisters who replaced the
two first named, during the five
years the Grey Nuns kept this
school, were Sisters Curran,
(now in Montreal), Sr. Allard
(Sister of Very Rev. I'r. J. Allard)
now in the U. 8., Sister O’Brien

-»

in the S iti+ a-nt by Archdeacon | (now at St. Boniface), the late Sr.
McLean, 11
This project of General Kitche- |3 wskatchew v, For the children
of his mo « 1a1wmerous flock.
Bishop Tahé desired to give his
little flock th - same advantage.
French schools at KXhartoum and | Moreover, ‘h: Governor of the
Colony, Lo« Mr. Mactavish,
insisted o+ his Lordship opening
a Catholic xchool simultaneously
with the other, as an easler

tout individuelle”),it looms very [ means of having a separate one
for his own children.

Lafrance, and the late Sr. Mary
Catherine Davitt. We are happy
to record the names of these
ladies, heroines of charity, and
pioneers of Catholicity in Fort
Garry Settlement, now Win-
nipeg.

The difficulties the Sisters had
to contend with in conducting
the school were increased by the
bigoted incivility of the occu-
pants of the house, who depri-
ved these ladies and their pupils
of access thereto through the
front entrance. Other indigni-
ties were borne patiently by the
nuns, till Mr. Drever offered to
Bishop Taché the purchase of
the whole house, and lots be-
longing to it. This purchase was
wiilingly accepted by the Bishop
and effected in the beginning of
the following month of June.
The Sisters, being thus proprie-
tors of the house, took a Catholic
revenge on their fellow tenant
persecutors, by allowing them
to remain, rent free, till they
could conveniently procure lodg-
ings clsewhere.

When these tenants left, the
house was rearranged to serve
as' a chapel as well as a school..
Here then was the origin of St.
Mary’s parish. The Bishop, dssir-
ing to inaugurate this first regu-
lar place of worship in Fort Gar-
ry villags before he started for
the Ecumenical Council in Rome,
celebrated himself the first mass
in the same house on the 15th of
Jane 1869. His Lordship further
constituted this same chapel
the place of worship for the
people on thal side of the
river, under the pastoral charge
of Rev Fr. McCarihy, who ce-
lebrated the sezond and every
daily mass thenceforward,
while residing at the Bishop's
palace. Owiag to the disturban-
ces caused by the Riel insurrec-
tion in November following. it
was not possible to carry out
all the Sunday religious services.
It was only in August 1870, after
the arrival of Col. Wolseley’s ex-
pedition, that regular Sunday
services wese resumed. Rev. Fr.
McCarthy continued to be pas-
tor of the new parish of St. Mary’s
till September 1872 when he
was trausferred to Lake Manitoba,
and was repiaced by Rev. Fr.

J. B. Beaudin O. M. I, who in
[[1874 was replaced by Rev. Fr.
Lacombe, O. M. L.

Through inadvertence an error,
correted since, appeared in the
columns of our contemporary “Le
Manitoba” of Xmas, saying that
Rev. Fr. Lacombe was the found-
er of the parish. From the fore-
going authentic records this is
easily rectified.

There are many other interest-
ing incidents connected with
those early times, which we in-
tend some day to reiate.
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WRITTEN CONFESSIONS.

Missionary Heeord, 0. M, 1.

In a letter to a LES MISSONS Ca-
THOLIQUESY, Father Bonnald, of
the Saskatchewan Vicariate, re-
lates a touching incident of his
missionary career. An epidemic
that had been raging in the gla-
cial regions wherein his lot is
cast had prevented him for some
weeks from visiting one of the
villages entrusted to his spiritya]
care. When he was finaily ena-
bled to harness dogs to his sledge
and visit the village in question,
he found sickness and death
reigning supreme. The mission-
ary writes: “1 found eleven

bodies stretched out on ihe ca-
bin mats, rigid in death, with
the temperature 40 degrees below
zero. I approached the remains
to recite a prayer, and found, to
my astonishment, that in the
right hand of each corpse was
clasped a little package—a piece
of birch-bark folded in two. On
the ontside was written: ‘Only
our Father [the priest] may read
the enclosed lines.’ It was a con-
fession. My poor people, feeling
death approach and unable to
confess their sins to God’s minis-
ter, had written them on a piece
of bark — the papyrus of these
Northern latitudes. At the bottom.
of each sheet was some such re-
quest as, ‘Pray, Father, say a
Mass for the repose of my soul.
I'leave to you, in gratitude for
this service, a beaver skin,” "&¢.

M

MR. NICHOLAS BURKE,

Mr. Nicholas Burke, of Burke
Bros., Winnipeg, died on the
last day of the year, fortified by
the last rites of Holy Church.
The faneral took place vesterday
morning. Jan. 2nd. The Requiem
Mass was sung in St. Mary’s
Church by Rev. Father Guaillet.s
O. M. I, and the Libera by Rev.
Father Dandurand, of St. Char-
les, an intimate friend of the late
Mr. Burke. Rev. Father McCar-
thy conducted the services at the

Wreaths were sent by the em-
ployees of the firm to which Mr.
Burke belonged, from the Cercle
Canadien, from Kilgour, Rimer
& Co., and Mr. and Mrs. Che-
vrier. The pallbearers were J.
Dumonchel, C. A, Garean, H. A.
Russell, H. L. Chabot, A. Gareau,
and Jos. Bernier. The deceased
came to this country 18 vears
ago from St. Jean Port Joli, Que-
bec. He conducted a general
marchandise business at St.
Charles for many years, moving
to this city about five years ago.
His devoted family has our
warmest sympathy in their be-
reavement.

MR. M. A. KEROACK.
St. Boniface mourns the loss
of one of its most respected
citizens, Mr. M. A. Keroack,
who died this morning after a
painful illness borne with Chris-
tian fortitude and comforted by
the last sacraments. He was 59
years of the age and leaves a
large family. The faneral will
take place next Thursday morn-
ing. :
“

A PRETTY GOOD WORLD.

-

This world’s a pretty good sort of
world,
Taking it all together.
In spite of the grief and sorrow we
meet,
In spite of the gloomy weather,

cheer,
And plenty of compensation
For every ache, for those who make
The best of the situation.

There are quiet nooks for lovers of
books,
With nature in happy union;
There are cool retreats from the noon-
tide heats, .
Where souls may have sweet come
munion:
Andiif thera’s a spot where the sun
shines not,
Theve’s always & lamp to light i¢;
And if there's wrong, we know ere
long
That the God above will right it. a

So it is not for us to make’a fuss
Because of life’s sad mischances, ..
Nor to wear ourselves out to bring
about
A change in our circumstances i
For this world's a pretty good sort of
world,
And He to whom we are debtor
Appoints our place and supplies the
grace
To help us to make it better.
—Josephine Pollard,

(JLMOUR & HASTINGS, BARRISTERS,

eto., Molntyre Bloek, i
T. H. Guuwous, . W.wn.nl'i?ggx'n%:.n'.
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grave at St. Boniface cemetery. -

There ave friends to love, and hopes te *




