
Ag ,tise contr'act uystem fa opponed
________________________to freo labor lii thifs way - As a working-

CONVICT LABOR.- mais , I<3oct te working b>' the aide cf a
convict, beasuse I bolievo tisat it le aimeest

(!' 7otht 7M~ ns n ,t~.4dari W~kîarL)impossible te reformn a nian worked b> tise.

Snt,-The ovidenceý talion by tIse Cern.
m4i8sioners euquiring jute tho offect cf Lihe
centract systoî n l the State of New York,
iras Of sucis a nature thaut it was an imposai-
biiity fer thom isone8ti>' te roturu a report
otheliOWse tIsai that containcd lu their firet
proposition, viz. -1" The contract eaj$em of
prisol lahor is bad, and s1wsdd bc dbolished."

Allen Rosa, Agent and Wardon cf thse
State Prison ut Auburn, testified tisat tise
coutract systemn gave occasion te punish-
ment, sud affected discipline injuriousi>'.
He belioved a large proportion et tise
ptinisisments were due te thse contract
system.

IL ivae aIse obstructive te reformation.
%eV. D. A. Shopasrd, disaplain of thse sanie
prison, stated Liîat tho contract system isad
an injurions'effeet on tise morals cf the pri-
zoncra, sud sIsould ho sbrogatod. There
iras an irritation on tise part o! tise pri-
zonera produced by tise system irisicis could
bc avoided if thse management ires in pro-
per lisaud. Man>' tiinge vere introduced
into tise prison, sncb as alchoolhc drinks,
unnioral pamphets, letters, etc., coutrar>'
te rides, and hiaviîîg s corrupting influence.

Dr. Tîsco. Diiuson, pisysician, had given
sone thought te tIse contract systeni, and
considered it unfavorablo tc the interests
o! tIse State and tise Institut ion, snd giving-
risc teusmore thasi hall tho punisisments.
The feeling e!ftisa coutracto.r and lis fore-
msan, tisat thse oîsiy peint te be considered,
was tise ansount o! mouey te ba made, wa3
anotiser cause o! bad feeling. The fact
that a conîvict works net for the State, ner
for hinssoîf, but euh>' for an outeido party,
wivwas nothiîîg te 1dm, iryas the most
prolifie cause o! pusishmsent.

"«fTie labor of the prisoei. shoîdd bc cuit-
cluclec L u. cfeî'euîcclu the svare of the con-
Viet and of the comilbitaity in. Counectioss sciths
Mi, rather thon oub eny oeher considera-
tions. Ansd if, by the management of
prison labor, yen return a convict te society
iritis industrions habits, and se witis tie
menus o! support, yen lave con!erred a
greater benefit on outeide labor than by
aboiishing industriai pussuite in prisons.
Ho nsost ccrtainly thought tise interests
cf tise comnunuit>' could bo beet attained b>'
à nmultiplication e! industries, se tisat a
variet>' of trades nuiLli etagt.

Flore is tise languageocf a in who lias
apent a considerable amunt o!fIis ime in-
aide thse prison walîs, 'agreeing in every
particular with tise argumsents o! tIse objec-
tors te tise cotract s-ystem lu tisis Provinice.
The forcgeing evideusce la eunphatic is iLs
coudemuation o! tise soxieus contract sys-
tom, and fully supperting tise position I
assnsned at tise commiencement o! tîsese
lettons.

Yet I do net propose te reet here, se,
ahaîl procced te thse production cf umore
evidenceofo!tise biessiuîgs rosulting from
this systesi. James S. Grahsam, ienihor
of tise Board o! Managera mof tIse Rochester
Hlousse o! Refuge, aîsd iembor o! tise State
Legisiature, wiLla whoiti I ain persoualiy
acquaisited, testifieci te the evils of thse sys-
tons as follovs :-

" 1 believe tise contract systcebLehoil-
juirieus, because it enales a certain portion
o! tise coitsnssnity te estesai ito unfair cosi-
potition %viths tise rosi. It is injurions bc-
cause under iL nu minu is"taugilît a trade
perfectl>'. TIse gros;z or>' aneng nsaster
usocianies te-day je t he graduaI lessesing
o! thse sniber o! tîsorougis, irat-ciase
mnchaniis, aud tisis ivant is iscreascd b>'
tIse cestract eystent o! caching trades.
Again, il places a lrensiii upun crime.
IL forces heneet njuite idîcies, anud
idIecsa hedcts crimse. Ajain, iL elu.bles
a certain class o! capitaliste te control a
quantit>' o! labor for wviics tise>' do net psy
a living price. Te illustrate:

"«Mr. Brown (lot us sasy), a contracter,
can make hie lowost grade o! boots cisaoupr
tIssu an>' ene net isaviug a contract. Ho
can, tlierefore, soU s larger bill cf- goods
iais any oliser mn, becauuie able teialie

a redluetion inste isole bill, on acceunt cf
getting hie loireet grade e! work. doue se

cîeai '. Ts fetis flt iie epeio

contract systemn, sud that mess corne eut cf
prison as bad as tise>' iotnt u. Flce,
thougis I would ho willing te work wuth a
refornod mnu, I feol degradod b>' verking
witliss discisarged unrofornsed convict.

-"The cotract system iu tiseFlouse of
Refuge isad au injurieuse effect on tise boys
morale. IL places tise boys under tise con-
trol o! Persons uholi>' irresposasible te tise
officera o! the Institution. On tise ropre-
sontation o! tîsese persens tise>' are liable to
ho punished. t il eicli kuovu that beys
diepoeed te roform, but goed morkers,
have, through tise reports o! tise contrac-
tors, beau kept in lowor grades, snd thus
Lîsir disaharge iindered. TIse contractera
aise Iire mou, as overseers, iris have net,
snd canuot geL, recommeudations, moral>'
or socisl>'. Boys ivero mixed up india-
crimisuatel>' utS smen irie sold thom to-
bacce, snd perhaps sometiing verso, sud
encouragaed tIsis Le ateal. Men have been
disciuarged fer this. Discipline, viLis many
of tise contractera, sueant kuocking demi>,
or otiser corporal pusisismeut. Tise>'ho-
lievcd tise boyqaU i bad. I moet decidedi>'

hinik the coutract 8stem is bad. As s
substitute, I tiik Lise officers sould be
msade pevnaneîst, rernovable ouI>' for cause.

" Again, I think Lise prisonors sisould ,hbc
niad e Le feel Lise>' are meus, tisat tlicse>hiould
leans full trades. I would ]lave a multipli.
ciL>' o! trades, sud have cacis bars tise trade
for whiicis lselisas s choice. Thsis uvould psy
su Lisecsnd, uvîatever tise fis-t coat sihit
be ; for if prisonere are disciaarged iritisout
beisîg re!orised, tise oxpenso attendant
upon their subsequeut aa'rest and convic-
tion will be equal Lu iriat it vould-have
cost te make themn goed mo."

Tise abeve le tIse evidence e! a mais far
above ordinar>' nen un tise matter -o! judg-
usent and intelligence. One iris, b>' lu-
dnstry sud business tact, lias raised Iinselt
frem tise position of a paid maciiniet te an
emrployer of labor. And by hie umoral and
social rectitude, couîbined miLS intellect,
ge far won tise geod-will o! tise people, tisat
withoust regard to part>' pelities, lue mas
sent te tise Legisiature i 1869. Suds umnu
are rare, sud Lieir opinion is worth consi-
donation.

Tise evidoîsce I ]lave isere adduced le
esspiatie is its denunciation cf tise contract
systesus as beîng decidedi>' opposed te tise
reformaticus o! cimissals, ansd I asu sorci>'
teuspted Lte comenet uîpon tise varieus
stateisiesîtsumade, but knowiug I have
already encs-oached on your good nature,
aud nett wisiig te aisoeoncroaclis on5your
colununs tee far, I wiil defer ais> remarks
Le a futusre leter.

Yousrs, &c.,
J. W. LLVIESLrY.

Toronto, Marcis iSti, 1873.

ACADEMY 0F MIUSIC.

Thse nov stars have proved a decided
succees. Reveul sud Zoe Zeonetti, in their
wenderfusl Liapeze performances, and Dan
Guilfoil, lus issgonges ad dassees, elîcit
rousids of applause. Johnu H. Clarkse, tise
popul ar cousedian, lisas asennîcd tise position
o! flîrector o! Amusemesat. Mr. Clarkse
wiii have a boîsefit on5 Frida>' nighlt, oit
w1iicli occasion a heet o! volunteers wiii
appeai..

MURDER IN EVANSVILLE.

WVe lisro give a pain, unvarnislied a-
ceulato! ais coîd-bloodcd a inirder as lisas
ever occurroed s intis country>, asnd comsuessd
il te tise reatdissg cf tuat clase o! ossr people
%Yho deliglît te denouisce b-aide Unionse anud
thsir usenibers as beloiiging Le tise " dana-
gereus clatsses."

It is ivoîl kusown teo our ussosibers tlisut
for sebmo isuso past tise siouiders cssiPioy-ed
b>' J. Fl. Roelker & Ce., issEvasveille, hauve
beau locked cut, because Lise> darcd te
prttest ugaiist sus iss!iugesae't ou a w-cl-
ussderstoodj laswe! tise Uunion, osse -lieli
Roeîker & Co. in tLise past lissu- alwvays
agreed te. Wisent)ienes ero ordered
ont. o! tise msiscp rderx vore gives >Lis e

VITJE ONTARIO 'WORKMAN

tise bail entering tise rigst loye, psaaing
threugistise brain, causing instant death.
Thon Buzan turned te anotsou Union man
narned Jordan, sud sayixsg, "f-n you, I
wil givo iL te yen as veil," fired, striking
Jordan lu tise temple, inflicting a danger.i
ous wouud. Alter Jordan dropped he fired
tirice at 0. Math, a Union man, aigistl>
wounding him. Tise otiser saab geL inj
workiug order b> tisa ime, sud he shot at
aud aligistl>' wounded a cigar-maker namod
Zeisube. Having accomplished tiseir mis-
sion, tisey retreated te Roelker's fouudry,
wisere tisey more arreated sud placed lu
jail. As soon as the sisooting commeuced,
Roelker leît tise saloon sud vent te hie
store, sud tise balance o! hie scabe rau te tise
saloon, as if tise>' mIat vas going on. TIse
parties under arrest for tise sisooting are
Buzan from tîeuîlvilo, Owen from Dayton,
aud Kast from Louisvile. Roelker lisas net
as yet been arrestod. We cannot comment
un Lis prenseditatod butchery, as vo foolj
unable te do it justice, sud eacis meusher
eau forus hie owu conclusions. As îaw-
abiding çitizens we ean ouly hope tisat jus-
tice will ho motod ont te tisoso who have
eltiser been principale or accessorios lu ren-
dering two hoemes desolate. -I M. I.
,etoîrnai.

OPERATIVE FlOUSE PAINTERS.

TIse annual mseeting o! tise General Alli-
ance o! Operative Flouse Painters o!f ng-
land bias been lield this week aLtIshe Crowu
Hotel, Liverpool, coînmencing iLs sittinga
on Monda>' sssrniîsg. TIhe presideut (o!
Liverpool) occupied tise chair. TIse generai
secret.-r',. Mr. Sisarples (e! Manchester),
assd ail tise officers o! tise Alliance, were
present. Tise number of delegates vas 41,
witi tIse officers, making in ail 50 asombers;
30 secieties being represented.

Tise general secrotar>', in bis report, said
tisat, financial>' speaking, tise Alliance was
in a presporous condition. Tise uei on-
tranco fees had greatly improved tise re-
serve !und, aud durîng tise past year sixteen
neir branches liad, been forsned. Tise un-
crease o!fivages or incemes o! thiseniacsbers
during tisat period-oa thse basis o! cight
nsontis's employruieutlu tise year, as tise
average of workîing nsentis-aniounted te
tise sum o! £5,000. Tise secretar>' referred
te tise activît>' o! the Birminghsam district,
in spreading te principles o! thse Alliance
witli sudhs kill and succes.

In tise course cf tise proceedinge, iL vas
proposod sud carried unaniîuusly-

Tîsat ne vorking manss iould -ive is
voe for a Parlianseutary candidate, unles
lise pledges iiiiself te an e:tire repeal o!
tise Criminal Lam, Ausedment Act.

TIse !ellowing propositionis vere ussani-
mouel>' adopted

1. A repeal o! tise Crinsinal Law Aussnd-
mnt Act vitis s view te tise reconsidera-
tien b>' Patrliasssent o!fite pessal lairs a!-
!ccting trade comblîsatieus.

2. No imprisosnaent for breacliso! con-
tract, as enacted b>'tise Masters sud Ser-
vants' Act.

3. Ropeal e! tise Susaîl Penalties Act,
iritîs a view te tise passing o! a nmore jusst
laiv, for cîforcing pensalties agaist te
po'or.

4. No conviction for cesspiracy te cous-
nmitan st for wii ha ssaxiisulîî luchaity'
is already insposed, te subjeet an>' person
te a greater or etlier penalt>' than tisat
whici hjse0insposcd.

5. Tisat a Royal Commnissious be issucd
ivith fulil powers te en<jtire iîuto tise msode
lis whidi tise susssmary jtîrisdictieîs of tise
nangistrates lbas booexerc

6.-Thit Patrlaniessishall be rcqssiretl to
consider and suive tIse illsîprtant coustitiu-
ticîsal questionu if tise îaw for sutiiinar>'
jtîrisdiction le te talIse awa> tise rigflît o!
trial by jury.-Bee -Hire f <if 141st.

"INJUSTICE TO W'ORKlINGMýEN."

Suds is Lise caption of au editorial article
iuihappearcd lu tIse late issue o!ftk

,sciculiJic Arneîricali, nluConsnsncrtiîag onlstu
ullegcd coîtritet iu'hicl htIe foliet Ironssansd

StelCespu.y-sa ! it irgstes-

for thse clas or kind of work done by me,
and not Ibave tho employ of said company
or refuse te perform my daily duties with-
out fourteen (14) days notice in writing of
suaIs intention to these uperintondent, fore-
man, or the person under whose orders I
amn employed, previous to the time of my
leaving or failing to perform zny daily
duties.

And ini consideration sa a fresaid, I do
fu tIser agrea that ini case 1 fail to, comply
with the conditions lat aforesaid, that 1
wil forfeit ail moncys earned by me and
remaining unpaid at the time of such failure
on my part to comply with tho termis of
thia contract.

Signed
Witness
In commenting on the injustice of the

aboya requirements, the.Anerican justly
oheerves:

Aithougli it in possible that this contract
înay be legally valid under the statutes of
Illinois, we doubt whether its termis would
receive a rigid interj rotation fromt any
court or be enforced terough nny jury. It
ini plainly inequitable, inasmuch as it gives
to the employer righte which it denios te
tIse employee, and places the latter in a
position in which his means of support may

eat any moment takcu from him without
warnimg, and without leaving hlim any mode
of redress. That this power xnay bc se
used as to cause grent hardship is clearly
obviou.s, while tho systemi of requiring mon
not only to give their tinso and labor, but
to bind themselves by such oppressive
obligations, for the simple and single con-
sidoration of thieir alrcady faitlsfully earned
wages, seemns to, us wrongful and highly
uinjust. IlThe laborer in worthy of his
hire," and although employers have a per-
fect right te regulate thse quantity, quality
and manner of performiug hie work, they
should net take advantage of the necessity
which iînipels a muan to toil for the existence
of hînissoîf and hie family, te impose upen
lii extrenie conditions, which, were ho
Icss depcndent, ho would unhesitatinssgly
refuse.

To ail of which we would heartily say,

AN'imcn. But it gives us unaleyed pleasure
'r add that, on the «unthority anid reque.st of
Mr. Torrens, the ncw Suporintendent of
thse Joliet Iron and Steel Comipansy Mills,
and Mr. Flugli McLaughlin, President of
the Puddlcrs and Boiler Makers' National
Union, we announce tIsat ne such contracte
are now required te hc signed ; that tIse
former gentlemain distinctly disowns any
synipathy with the provisions o! such a re-
quirenient, and that the cînpboyees of tIse
establishment have too muaIs mnnhood te
subscribe te thons even if they wvere pre-
sented. This is just as it should be, and we
trust thiose who have given publicity to tIse
foregoing c;tntract, will uow inake tIse
«mceudi., lonoraffle by rnaking the desircd
correction. - Vork. inntaîî's ildcocaie.

Tho od Ttrncrs of Chicago have re-
cently organized a Trades Union.

A Labor League will shortly bo formed
in Carlinville, 111.

Mr. Hlenry Taylor, Secetary o! the
National Agricultural Libercr's Union re-
ports thse nuniber of menibers as over
5(),000.

'Ple Laber Statist.ics Bureau o! Massa-
ehîissctts, shows that there arc .5,414 muale
tailors lu tIse State.

A Ciga.Ir Malccrs' Uîion lias bccii orýgani-
izcd in.Iitiusoni, Colunîibia eîtusity, Ncw
York.

'The third anniual Convention o! thse
Anicrican Lahor Reforni Leagne û viil be
helëi in New York city, Sunday and Mon-
day, May 4th and 5th.

It appears thnt thse Englislî National
Association o! operative plas.terers lias uew
90 branches, -with a mieimbership of 2,500,
asnd a capital o! £3,000.

Thero are quite a number of Union Cigar
Mskers at Chsicago on a strike. Thse reasons
wc have not learnedl, but they nu ou
are suficient to cause thoîn te quit work.

The Jourîscynsen Wood-Carvors' Union,
of New York, consisting of about 300 mncni-
bers, hcld a 1,eneral mneeting last week for
the 1 lnrpmse of strengthening their ergani-
zation, with a, vîow to being prepareci for
ani ernergency, wh ich uighit occîur in case

ed by Sorne of tise leading firme of the,
trade.

At a meeting of the United MNsons in
New York reaently, resolutions were passed
denouncing the atternpt of Vanderbili te
doprive mon ut work on tise Harlem Road
of their riglit te thse eight-hour system. A
committee was appointcd te wait on thse
Mayor and demand the onforcement of the
eiglst-hour law.

Tise Chicago Typographical 'Union et a
regular session, passed resolution condom-
natory o! thse Stato Legislature for intro-
ducing and enacting a law aimied at, and
evideutly intendcd te injure, trado cern-
binations, uînder tise previsk>ns of which it
would bc unlawful for thse members of any
Union to converse witis or persuade thoir
!cllow-craftsînen with iutent te induce
them te abstain from unmanly opposition
te the best interests of f heir trade, sud
which interferes with their constitutional
privileges and freemen.

On Tuesday settloments took place le-
tween Mr. Craivshay, o! Cyfartlhen, sud bis
workmen, and betwcen Mr. Fothergill's
manager at Plymouth ironworks and hi.s
workxuen, colliers sud minera. Iu hotIt
cases deputations waited upon the eus-
ployere, and offored te rosume work immo-
diately ont the Dowlais terms, whicis offer
was aecepted. Tse umen a!terwards lield a
suaas meeting, ut whieh resolutions in favor
o! immediate work ivere passed, sud work
was nccordingly resnmed b>' from 10,000 to
15,000 workînen in Merthyr tise following
day. There were great rejoicinga ; bande
paradcd the town and cannons were fired.
Thse strike is now virtually ended, as only
one or two sitnail works rernain te be settled
with.

_;n- We would direct attention te thse
advertisement of Dr. Wood, tIse preprietes,
o! tihe Ottawa Cancer Cure. Thse procesa-
o! cure is a speedy and painleseue, snd'
as un tise case e! those who are afflicted
with this dreadful disease, " delays are
dangerons," should any cf our readors,
or their friends, ho unfortuuately se affliat-
ed, ire would advise a prompt communica-
tion witls Dr. Wood.

]RENIITTkNCES.

Ottawa-G. H., S2; A. Hl., $2; il. C. W.,
$*2; E. G.,ql ; J. A. L, 82 ; D. J. O'D., 82;
S. K., ml; D. T., .32; G. C.,. $1,W. H., $2;

G.D., $2; T. A., $1; T. S., $1 J. K.,-$1.
Oshawa-G. J., Z$1; T. D., -$1.
Toroute-S. S., $1 ; J. F., $1 ; J. C., -$1

J. F., 81; T. R., $1; J. R, $1; J. MeIC.,
$i ,Dr. P,82 ; C.R.,$2 ;GJ .k.

laR. vWOOD1,
PROPILTO1e 0F THE

OTTAWA CANCER CURE,
SPAISKS ST. AND MARIA CST., OTTAWVA, ONT.

Cancere Citred fi!;a. Yen, bitt Crtain, SedyiqaiI!
îîearpi Paincl..s )'rocce, .and iciti(nttitth Vi,

(if (Irc Kit;fc

Tite. <îîrc wil iix, ~ îa~u tensd,as. a pint lof tiis,
net1 Jixty rcjiîired ,uitil the Cure i n eoîîuletc Titen-
iiintt a Calîr N is ýncvrcd, it t-.lîonid lie Ctired, as it
'viii enst l. i ~smû re slpccdiliy curetS titan wheu of

loîue s:Ltîiti. sîtiticrc j, utthingto pgansd
tieutt, 1-e. l)ýydciay, Wliat îîow seei ,,a iiarun-

icss itautîi îu tht ' )rezut, ,îeviz, cy clid otr eii.cwviîrc, or
sitali start tir sure Olt the11, lty, lie a fcw short
tu'î,mîin, lcctuîiîc a I dilous, J lagti.t ig, desroving, mas
tif (licasc. if retiîircd, referccacale bc .iýt etar-
tics wleo itavc lUccî ctl h(litany years since, Lied witu arc
tttw ,oind tend iîe;îiti.. Ai cntiîiutiîeatîous îîrtsptiy
aîtwcvrcd. No utuncv reeiiredIn lu dvance, alitd noilo
util vite Ctrc 1 conîliiete. 52-oh

TO THEf MEOHANICS 0F THE DOMINION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN,
'rîtat ! iti clielacc ut the tîteu %sçho erec'cliiîtyed

nith tccrcctioîîor te Presi.*Itveriitî Chiiurell. liot baviuîg
iccil yet pajd. te ntelilers of ail li'raes'Uinins aod() lieitI art,-rcqucstetîlentS le cligllge t a ai itl te Cot-
trittr aloto 1 lisit. or site Cotrater wiiù may
lIc re.îtcer iavt, s:ti Cîtarel., 11111il aiil terreurs. arc 1.5111.

J'y Ortlcr,

1Otitw;i,.Siarcît 1, 1S7:.3
1, il. cliAiÂ, Eeeretary.

T LIE .OJNEMNFPEE STONE
cU21i;S ~i.SClATONof ottasua City, and

iîttuucdl~tv vlditlrv tîicir meetings i the St. Laut.
elî LOLi. crllier Of itidcý1and alsîliilas etreets, oi

tie tirsa Lîtiilrd M!tiy nia ch mLiettotitîs. Thut îfiors
cected Ifor te lîlsent quarter, eouuînetiiugMNinday
Xardi :3, iý7.. re as <ltt -'titieî.Robert Tlii-
litîsoît;n it.'eidîtJosephî Hugg; MF-Incilal Seere-
tiry' WiliamuîîCould ; Reccrdiîîg sund Uorremitîtliî

Se-erotitry, (ceurge IisctS ;Trcatstirer, Robert Ptîtic,
Tyler, .lanîii Waikr ; lTr.tics Ceutil. Dotialul Robert-
sonî, Jamîe Kelly, Jalies Il'akic, ite 1 h Hugf ; Trus-
tees-, Donald Tloberkittt, Jol%ît Ciu.;oy, William Clark.

SP1RING
s H 0-\.

TEATON& 00.,
AraO tisewing extraeordiîaary attractions i

Handkerchiefs, Ties, Scartsi
Gloves, Ribbons, &M.,&c

CQRN.rI- o NGE &QUEEN STREETS,


