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Eommunicptions.

CONVICT IABOR.,

(To the Editor of the Qutario Workman.)

Sm,—The ovidence taken by the Com-
missioners enquiring into the effect of the
contract system in the Stato of Now York,
was of such a nature that it was an impossi-
bility for them honestly to retwrn a report
otherwise than that contained in their first
proposition, viz. :—* The contract system of
prison labor is bad, and should be dbolished.”

Allen Ross, Agent and Warden of the
Stato prison at Auburn, testified that the
contract system gave occasion to punish-
ment, and affected discipline injuriously.
He belioved a large proportion ot the
punishments were due to the contract
aystem, ’

It was also obstructive to reformation.
Rev. D. A. Shepard, Chaplain of the sume
prison, stated that the contract system had
an injurious effect on the morals of the pri-
soners, and should be abrogated. There
was an irritation on the part of the pri-
soners produced by the system which could
be avoided if the management was in pro-
per hands. Many things were introduced
into the prison, such as alchoholic drinks,
immoral pamphlets, letters, etc., contrary
to rules, and having a corrupting influence.

Dr. Theo. Dimon, physician, had given
some thought to the contract system, and
considercd it unfavorable to the interests
of the State and the Institution, aud giving
rise to more than half tho punishments.
The fecling of tho contracter and his fore-
man, that the only point to be considered,
was the amount of money to be made, was
another cause of bad feeling. The fact
that a convict works not for the State, nor
for bimself, but only for an outside party,
who was nothing to him, was the most
prolitic cause of punishment.

¢ The labor of the prisons showld be con-
ducted in reference to the welfare of the con-
viet and of the community in connection with
him, rather than on_any other considera-
tions. And if, by the management of
prison labor, youreturn a convict to society
with industrious habits, and so with the
means of support, you have conferred a
greater benefit on outside labor than by
abolishing industrial pursuits in prisons.
He most certainly thought the interests
of the community could be best attained by
a multiplication of industries, so that a
variety of trades mifsht he taught.”

Here is the language of a man who has
spent a considerable amount of his time in-
side the prison walls, agreeing in every
particular with the arguments of the objec-
tors to the contract systeém in this Province.
The forcgoing evidence is emphatic in its
condemnation of the noxious contract sys-
tem, and fully supporting the position I
assummed at the commencement of these
letters.

Yet I do not propose to rest here, so
shall procced to the production of more
evidence of the blessings rosulting from
this system. James S. Graham, member
of the Board of Managers of the Rochester
House of Refuge, and member of the State
Legislature, with whom I am personally
acquainted, testified to the cvils of the sys-
tem as follows :—

¢ believe the contract system to be in-
jurious, because it enables a certain portion
of the commmunity to eater into unfair com-
potition with the rest. It is injurious be-
cause under it no man is taught a trade
perfectly. The greas ory among. master
mechanics to-day is the gradual lessening
of the number of thorough, first-class
mechanics, and this want is increased by
the contract system of tcaching trades.
Again, it places a2 premium upon crime.
Xt forces honest men into idleness, and
idlencss begeots crime. Again, it cnables
a certain class of capitalists to control a
quantity of labor for which they do not pay
& living price. To illustrate :

“Mr. Brown (let us say), a contractor,
can make his lowest grade of boots cheaper
than any one not having a contract. He
can, therefore, sell a larger bill of goods
than any other man, because able to make
a reduction in the whole bill, on account of
getting his lowest grado of work done so
cheaply. The effect is that his competitor
forces his workmen to labor at a price that
%1 enable him to sell his worlk at the same
price as the contractor. It is like the case
of a Burglar who drives fifteen wedges into
the crack of a door where one would not
do, and by a series of - light -taps, drives
cach wedge a little, until the door is forced
open. : . )

¢“So in the case of wages. A littleis
taken off here, and a little there, until thoy
fall below a living price. We have practi-
cal illustrations, uotorious in this com-
munity. It is said when they started a
cooper shop in Monroe County Peniten-
tiary, coopers brought beforo a Justico got
a specially long sentence, because the con-
tractors needed men.
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l “ Again, the contract syatem js opponed |

: to free lab?r in this way: As a working-
|‘mi}n,. I object to working by the side of a
convict, because I bolieve that it is almost
impossible to reform a man worked by the
coptract system, and thut men come out of
prison as bad as they wont in. Hence,
though I would be willing to work with a
reformed man, I feel degraded by working
with a discharged unreformed convict.

" “The contract system in the House of
Refuge had an injurious effect on the boys
morals, It places the boys under the con-
trol of persons wholly irresponsible to the
officers of the Imstitution. On the repre-
sontation of these persons they are liable to
bo punished. It is well known that boys
disposed tc reform, but good workers,
have, through the reports of the contrac-
tors, been kept in lowor grades, and thus
their discharge hindered. The contractors
also hire men, as overseers, who have not,
and cannot get, recommendations, morally
or socially. Boys wero mixed up indis-
criminately with men who sold them to-
bacco, and perhaps something worse, and
encouraged them to steal. Men have been
discharged for this. Discipline, with many
of the contractors, meant knocking down,
or other corporal punishment. They be-
lieved the boys all bad. I most decidedly
think the contract system is bad. As a
substitute, I think the officers should be
made pewnanent, removable only for cause.

““ Again, I think the prisoners should be
made to feel they are men, that they should
learn full trades, I would have a multipli-
city of trades, and have cachlearn the trade
for which he has a choice. This would pay
in the end, whatever the first cost might
be ; for if prisoners are discharged without
beiug reformed, the expense attendant
upon their subsequent airest and convic-
tion will be equal to what it would have
cost to make them good men.”

The above is the evidence of a man far
above ordinary men in the matter of judg-
ment and intelligence. One who, by in-
dustry and business tact, has raised himselt
from the position of a paid machinist to an
employer of labor. And by his moral and
social rectitude, combined with intellect,
so far won the good-will of the people, that
without regard to party politics, he was
sent to the Legislature in 1869. Such men
are rare, and their opinion is worth consi-
deration.

The cvidence I have here adduced is
emphatic in its denunciation of the contract
system as being decidedly opposed to the
reformation of criminals, and T am sorely
tempted to comment upon the various
statements made, but knowing I have
already encroached on your good nature,
and not wishing to also encroach on your
columns too far, I will defer my remarks
to a future letter.

Yours, &c.,
J. W. LevEsLey.

Toronto, March 15th, 1873.

ACADEMY OF MUSIC.

The ncw stars have proved a decided
success. Reveni and Zoe Zeonetti, in their
wonderful trapeze performances, and Dan
Guilfoil, in his songs and dances, elicit
rounds of applausc. John H. Clarke, the
popular comedian, has assumed the pesition
of Director of Amusements. Mr. Clarke
will have a Dbenefit on Friday night, on
which occasion a host of volunteers will
appear. :

MURDER IN EVANSVILLE.

We here give a plain, unvarnished ac-
count of us cold-blooded a murder as has
ever occurred in this country, and commend
it to the reading of that class of our people
who delight to denounce Trade Unions and
their members as belonging to the ‘“ dan-
gerous classes.”

It is well known to our members that
for snme time past the moulders employed
by J. H. Roelker & Co., in Evansville, have
beon locked out, because they dared to
protest against an infringement on a well-
understood law of the Union, one which
Roelker & Co. in the past have always
agreod Lo, When the men were ordered
out of the shop, orders were given by the
firm, to certain of tho other employes, to
shoot any Union man who would come
around the place. This was, of course, re-
garded as an idle threat, but the sequel too
well proves the contrary.

On Monday, March 17, very few moul-
ders were at work in Evansvillo, ‘and a few
of them gathered in a saloon known as the
‘“Orchestrian.” While they were sitting
at one of the tables, » member named Con-
rad Hartman came in, and said that
Roelker’s scabs were following him. He
sat down with his friends, when in came
‘J. H. Roelker and two of his scabs. Hart-
man got up and asked them why they
werc following him, when a scab named
Buzan drew a revolver and shot Hartman,

the ball entering the right eye, passing
through the brain, causing instant death,
Then Buzan turned to anothor Union man
named Jordan, and saying, “D—n you, I
will give it to you as well,” fired, striking
Jordan in the temple, inflicting a danger-
ous wound. After Jordan dropped he fired
twice at 0. Muth, a Union man, slightly
wounding him. The other scab got in
working order by this time, and he shot at
and slightly wounded a cigar-maker named
Zehnle. Having accomplished their mis-
sion, they retreated to Roelker's foundry,
where thoy were arrested and placed in
jail. As soon as the shooting commenced,
Roelker ielt the saloon and went to his
store, and the balance of his scabs ran to the
saloon, as if they what was going on. The
parties under arrest for the shooting are
Buzan from Louisville, Owen from Dayton,
and Kast from Louisville. Roelker hasnot
a8 yet been arrested. We cannot comment
on this proemeditated butchery, as we feel
unable to do it justice, and each member
can form his own conclusions. As law-
abiding citizens we can only hope that jus-
tice will be meted out to those who have
either been principals or accessories in ren-
dering two homes desolate.—I. M, I
Journal,

.

OPERATIVE HOUSE PAINTERS.

The annual mecting of the General Alli-
ance of Operative House Pzinters of Eng-
land has been held this week at the Crown
Hotel, Liverpool, commencing its sittings
on Monday morning. The president (of
Liverpool) occupied the chair. The general
scorctary, Mr. Sharples (of Manchester),
and all the officers of the Alliance, were
present. The number of delegates was 41,
with the officers, making in all 50 members;
30 societies being represented.

The general secretary, in his report, said
that, financially speaking, the Alliance was
in a prosperous condition. The new en-
trance fees had greatly improved the re-
serve fund,and during the past year sixteen
new branches had been formed. The in-
crease of wages or incomes of the members
during that period—on the basis of cight
month’s employment in the year, as the
average. of working months—amounted to
the sum of £5,000. The sccretary referred
to the activity of the Birmingham district,
in spreading the principles of the Alliance
with such skill and suceess.

In the course of the proccedings, it was
proposed and carried unanimously—

That no working man should give his
vote for a Parliamentary candidate, unless
he pledges himself- to an entire repeal of
the Criminal Law Amendment Act.

The following propositions were unani-
mously adopted :—

1. A repeal of the Criminal Law Amend-
ment Act with a view to the reconsidera-
tion by Parliament of the penal laws af-
fecting trade combinations.

2. No imprisonment for breach of con-
tract, as enacted by the Masters and Ser-
vants’ Act. .

3. Repeal of the Small Pcnalties Act,
with a view to the passing of a more just
law, for cnforcing penalties against the
poor.

4. No conviction for conspiracy to com-
mit an act for which a maximum penalty
is already imposed, to subjcct any person
to a greater or other penalty than that
which is so imposed.

5. That a Royal Commission be issued
with full powers to enquire into the mode
in which the summary jurisdiction of the
magistrates has been exercised.

6.—~That Parliament shall be required to
consider and solve tho importint constitu-
tional question if the law for swmmary
jurisdiction is to take away the right of
trial by jury.—DBee Iive of 14th wlt.

“INJUSTICE TO WORKINGMEN.”

Such is the caption of an editorial article
which appeaved in the late issue of the
Scientific American, in commenting on an
alleged contract which the Joliet Iron and
Steel Company—once of the largest estab-
lishments of its class in Illinois—recently
required its employces to sign, and which
rcads as follows +

RECEIPT AND CONTRACT.
Joutgr, 111, Feb. , 1873,

Received of Joliet Iron and Steel Com-
pany, the full amount due me as per pay
roll for scrvice rendered said company
during the month of January, 1873.

And for the consideration above men-
tioned, T do hereby agree that said com-
pany shall not be lialle to me (nor my
}xeirs, executors, or other persons who mny
be dependent upon me for support in cuse
of my death) for any damage or accident
resulting or occurring to me while in its
euploy, whether caused by the negligence
cr carelcssness of any of the officers or cin-
ployees of said company, or from any cause
whatsoever. And that said company shall
have the right, at any time, to discharge
mo from its employ without natice.

Further, that I will continue in the cm-
ploy of said company from month to month
at tho current rate paid by said -company

for the class or kind of work done by me,
and not lcave the employ of said company
or refuse to perform my daily duties with-
out fourteen (14) days notice in writing of
such intontion to the superintondent, fore-
man, or the person under whose orders I
am employed, previous to the time of my
leaving or failing to perform my daily
duties.

And in consideration as aforesaid, I do
further agree that in case I fail to compl{
with the conditions last aforesaid, that
will forfeit all moneys earned by me and
remaining unpaid at the time of such failure
on my part to comply with the terms of
this contract. Sirmed

igned

Witness———ic-n—-.-

In commenting on the injustice of the
ab9ve requirements, tho American justly

ohserves :

Although it is possible that this contract
may be legully valid under the statutes of
Illinois, we doubt whether its terms would
receive a rigid interpretation from any
court or be enforced t{:rough any jury. It
is plainly inequitable, inasmuch as it gives
to the employer rights which it denies to
the employee, and places the latter in a
gosition in which his means of support may

¢ at any moment taken from him without
warning, and without leaving him any mode
of redress. That this power may be so0
used as to cause great hardship is clearly
obvious, while the system of requiring men
not only to give their time and labor, but
to bind themselves by such oppressive
obligations, for the simple and single con-
sideration of their alrcady faithfully carned
wages, scems to us wrongful and highly
unjust. ¢ The laborer is worthy of his
hire,” and although employers have a per-
fect right to regulate the quantity, quality
and manner of performing his work, they
should not take advantage of the necessity
which impels a2 man to toil for the existcnce
of himself and his family, to impose upon
himm extreme conditions, which, were he
less dependent, he wounld unhesitatingly
refuse.

To all of which we would heartily say,
men. But it gives us unalloyed pleasure
1o add that, on the cuthority and request of
Mr. Torrens, the new Superintendent of
the Joliet Iron and Steel Company Mills,
and Mr. Hugh McLaughlin, President of
the Puddlers and Boiler Makers’ National
Union, we announce that no such contracts
are now required to be signed ; that the
former gentleman distinctly disowns any
sympathy with the provisions of such a re-
quirement, and that the employees of the
establishment have too much manhood to
subscribe to them even if they were pre-
sented. This is just as it should be, and we
trust those who have given publicity to the
foregoing contract, will now make the
amende honorable by making the desired
correction.— Workingman's Advocate.

Labor Notrs,

The Wood Turners of Chicago have re-
cently organized a Trades Union.

A Labor Leaguc will shortly bo formed
in Carlinville, 11l

Mr. Henry Taylor, Scecrctary of the
National Agricultural Laborer's Union re-
ports the number of members as over
50,000.

The Labor Statistics Bureau of Massa-
chusctts, shows that there are 5,414 male
tailors in the Statc.

A Cigar Makers” Urion has been organ-
ized in Hudson, Columbia county, New
York.

The third annual Convention of the
American Labor Reform League will be
held in New York city, Sunday and Mon-
day, May 4th and 5th.

It appears that the English National
Association of operativo plasterers hns now
90 branches, with a membership of 2,500,
and a capital of £3,000.

There are quite a number of Union Cigar
Makers at Chicago on a strike. The reasons
we have not learned, but they no doubt
are suflicient to cansc thom to quit work.

The Journcymen Wood-Carvers’ Union,
of New York, consisting of about 300 mem-
bers, held a general meeting last week for
the purpose of strengthening their organi-
zation, with a view to being prepared for
an emergency, which might oceur in case
of n general strike.

Wazes in Chicago secin to rate aboutaslast
scason, good bricklayers and stone masons
€3 50 to 54 per day ; tenders, $2. Carpen-
ters and joiners seem to have no fixed
price ; they range from 82 up to $3 25.
Ship-carpenters hold fast at £3, some o
little in advance of those figures.

The Ship-carpenters and Caulkers of
Chicago have voluntarily redueced their
wages from £4 50 to $3 per day. By this
action they claim, and justly so, that Chi-
cago can suceessfully compete with the
other lake ports. .

The Trades Protcction Society of Sad-
dlers and Harness Makers of Eungland have
recently sent in to the wmasters an applica-
tion for an incrense of wages—20 per cent
on weekly wages of 24s and under ; 15 per
cont on wages between 24s and 28s per
weel ; and 10 per cent or: wages of 28s and

upwards. The application has been grant-

ed by some of the leading firms of the
trade. . )

At a meeting of the United Masons in
New York recently, resolutions were passed
denouncing the attempt of Vanderbilv te
doprive men at work on the Harlem Road
of their right to the eight-hour system. A
committee was appointed to wait on the
Mayor and demand the enforcement of the
eight-hour law,

The Chicago Typographical Union at a
regular session, passed resolution condem-
natory of the State Legislature for intro-
ducing and enacting a law aimed at, and
evidently intended to injure, trade com-
binations, under the provisions of which it
would bo unlawful for the members of any
Union to converse with or persuade their
fellow-craftsmen with intent to induce
them to abstain from unmanly opposition
to the best interests of their trade, and
which interferes with their constitutional
privileges and freemen.

On Tuesday settlements took place be-
tween Mr. Crawshay, of Cyfarthen, and his
workmen, and between Mr. Fothergill's
manager at Plymouth ironworks and his
workmen, colliers and miners. In both
cases deputations waited upon the om-
ployers, und offered to resume work imme-
diately on the Dowlais terms, which offer
was accepted. The men afterwards held a
mass meeting, at which resolutions in favor
of immediate work were passed, and work
was accordingly resumed by from 10,000 to
15,000 workmen in Merthyr the following
day. There were great rejoicings ; bands
paraded the town and cannons were fired.
The strike is now virtually ended, as only
one or two sinall works remain to be settled
with,

—_— e .
2%~ We would direct attention to the.

advertisement of Dr. Wood, the proprietor
of the Ottawa Cancer Cure. The process-
of cure is a speedy and painless one, and -
as in the case of those who are afflicted
with this dreadful disense, *delays ave
dangerous,” should any of our readers,
or their friends, be unfortunately so afflict-
ed, we would advise a prompt communica-
tion with Dr. Wood.

—_— ——

REMITTANCES.,

Ottawa—G. H., $2; A . H,, $2; H. C. W,
$2;E.G,8%;J. A L,8;D.J. 0D, $2;
K,3:DT,32;CG(C,8; W.H, §2;
G.D,$2;T A,81;T.S.,81; J K, 3.

Oshawa—@G. J., 81; 1. D., 31,

Toronto—S. 8., 81;J. F, 81;J.C, $t;
W.S.,8;J.P,8;J K,8; W.p, 81
J. F, 81; T. R, §l; $1; J. McC.,

’
$1;Dr. R, %2; C. R, J., $L

DR. WOOD,

PROTRIETOR OF TIIE

OTTAWA CANGER GURE,

SPARKS ST. AND MARIA (ST, OTTAWA, ONT., '

»n

J. R,
82 G

Caicers Cured by a New, but Certain, Speedy, and
wearly Painless Pracess, and without the 1
of the Knife. L

The Care will he zuarantecd, and, as a proof of this,
no pay is required nntit the Cure is complete.  The mo-
ment a Cancer s divcovered, it should he Cured, as it
will cost less and Is more speedily cured than wheu of
longer standing, —and there is nathing to gein, and
everything to lose, by delay, What nowscemns a harm-
less lumpin the breast, neek, eyclid or elsewhere, or
sl wart or sore on the lip, may, in a fow short
manths, hecome a hideous, disgusting, destroying mass
of discase. If required, references can be given to par-
tics who have Leen cured many years since, end who are
now sound and healthy.  All cotnmuncations promptly
answered.  No moncy required in advance, and none
until the Cure iy complete. 52-0h

T0O THE MEGHANICS OF THE DOMINION.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN,

That in consequence of the men who were employed
on the crection of the Presbyterian Chureh, not having
heen yet paid, the members of all Trades' Unions and
others are requested not to engage at all with the Con-
tractor who now has it, or any Contractor who may
hercafter have said Church, until 1l arrears are paid,

3y Qnder,

R. I GRAHAM, Secretary.

Ottawa, March 1, 1873, 48-tf

HE JOURXEYMEN TFREE STONE
CUTTERS' ASSOCIATION, of Ottawa City, and
imwediate vieinity, hold thar meetings in the St. Law-
rence Hotei. corner of Ridean and Nicholas streets, on
the first and third Monday in cach month. The otficers
clected for the present quarter, commmencing Manday
March 3, 1873, are as follows :—I'resident, Robert Thom-
linson ; Vice-President, Joscph Hugi ; Financial Secre-
tary, William Gould ; Recording and_Corresponding
Secretary, Georze Bissett ; Trensurer, Robert Poustic,
Tyler, James Walker ; Trades Council, Donald Robert-
son, James Kelly, James Walker, Joseph Hugg ; Trus-
tees, Donnld Robertson, John Cusey, Willinm Cﬁ\rk.

SPRING

SHOW.

—

T. EATON & CO.,

.4;-0 showing extraordinary attractions in

Handkerchiefs, Ties, Scarfs,
Gloves, Ribbons, &c., &c.

CORNER YONGE

& QUEEN STREETS,
ote . =1



