
180 JOUJRNAL OF THE BIOARD 0P ARTS AND MANUFACTURES FOR U. 0.

THE OHIMNEY.

As vs Britons are heused, and artificialiy accin.
modated, iu these days cf civilizatien and refins-
ment, vs eau hardly couceive that a city, tovu,
village, or hamlet conld, at auy psniod,, have been
bult vithout the couvenience cf a single chimney.
Yet neither Greek nor Roman bad this convenisesc
te hie bouse. Cammus, bovever, bas been trans-
lated- as siguifying a chirney ; but, according te
Beekinan, iL rather insane, a metallurgie.furnace,
iu vhidh a crucibis vas, plased fer msiting and
refinlng me'tais. Beaides this, iL vonld s.eem te
have bail ether significations. One cf these was a
Smith's forge;'and anether, a hearth or a fire-place
vhich servsd te varm the apartinent, lu vhich it
vas constructed. .For this purpese, portable
stoves lu fire-pans vers alec used, and vers fillsd
vith burniug suaIs, or wood vas ligbtsd lu thein
and vben rsduced to ebarceal, carried - ute the
apartmsuts. These, however, muet have besu vsry
inceuvenient and troublesemne modes cf ebtaining
warmth; and it surprises us, that the'inventive
gouiue cf tve sucb nations as the Grese and
Romans, did net devise such a simple tbing as a
a common flue, te, carry off eue cf the meet disagrse-
able nuisances that eau poseibly affiiet the inutes*cf a dwelling. Iu every apartinent cf a Roman
house the emoke vas blowu about lu windy
veather. Everytbing vas blackened by it, so that
Vitruvius, lu epeaking cf ornameuting and fitting
up apartinents, expressly says that thers ougbt te
be ne mouldinge or carvd verk, but ail should bie
as plain as p)ossible iu those reeme lu vhich fine ie
mÏ*de, or many lights bun*ned. The reascu for this
is because cf the soot. The imagines raajorum, or
images cf their ancesters, although placed lu niches
iu the atrium o r hall, lu the bouses cf tbe great,
vere covered witb* it, and ou that amaont vers
called, fumosoe. Iu the dwellings cf the rich, ne
doubt, cars was taken te keep these as. dean as,
possible; but lun the hunes cf even the middlesclasses, the emeke prevailed te such au exteut,
that tb ceilinge and walls vers incr.usted.vith
ecot. no*v unconifertable, tben, muet bave been
tbe habitations. cf the Greeke and tbe Romans-the
elassices cf anti u4»ty-wben compared vith those cf
thé British 1 We eau imakine terhsuirunn
frein the sys cf Cesaer, notwithetanding bis un-;
questionable grsatnese as. a man, and hie migbti-
usess as au Emperer. We eau even hear the coin-
plaint-cf Horace, vben the emoke, bad. brought the
vater into hie sys iu the Inn at whioh hie bad hap-

ened to étop .for refreshment, on a jeunney; and
ad.tbe-Nympboe .beeu mortal, as soins mytholo-

gista think tbey iwere, and dwelt lu bouses instead
cf woods and caverne,- and evergneen grottes,- doubt-
less -their' lovelytresses would bave sumetimes
Amoît cf the amoke which wvreathed itsf se abun-
dnntly ameongt tiose cf the fairst woen cf the
Grecian and, Roman capitale.

-The hietory cf tbe chiminey is a very curious
pise cf arobmeolùgioàl antiquarianitem.. e t many
yeare age,. ve ourselves, iu a tour lu Scotland,
wer .ey-inse of the smoke making its way
through a bhols in the roof, in several cottages net
many miles te the north-weet cf -Stirling. This le
the' meu8t primitive mode by vhich the fIne-vood
fumies of sutiquity made their escape from' the

dwelling bouse. .I .t vas the Wre ei~el as tlÈe
Romani mode ;adwas aise, adopteïd by otbir
nations, no doubt, before -even thiese bad a naune
or an existence. - u a Roman abode, ilie atrium
vas long the- principal apartmnent. "lItvas gene.
rally more epacioud than any other,"1 says Ramsay
in bis Il'Roman Antiquity,"? "land existed, in soins
sbas in evr *aso, great or amail, froin the
sarlicet dowu to the latest turnes. It vas, always
placsd opposite the principal entrauce, aud was,
in the great iajority of cases, lighted by an aper-
ture in the centre of the ceiling, open to the sky
vhich vas called impluvium, because the surroond-
ing roof sloped towards it so se to couduoet the ramn
dovn into a reservoir callsd compluviura, formed in
the pavement below for -its reception. The atrium
-vas originally the public rocin, open te ail mein-
bers of tbe family, to frisnds and to visitors. I
the mzddle was paceàZ the fire-place of thé kouse
(focus) where all clinary opeain 1 or -7dotd

-the 8moke escaping t7irough, the irivpuvium.above."
,Net un til, perbape, about the fourtsentb century

vas a real chimpey seen iu Englaud. Previons te
this, the dwellînge cf even the opulent muet have
been miserable places, iu s0 far as regards domsstic
comnfert, when coimpared viith that vhich le usually
uppsrmest in the modernnind. Iu the middle of
the spacicus balls of or ancestors vas placed the
beartb, upon vhîch steod the and-irous,' vhere
borizontally lay the ends of the brande, vhich by
means cf a heavy two-pronged fork, vere arranged,
in the best formn, fer throwing eut light and heat.
On the ro.of, over the hearth, vas a turret or tower,
filled with boards, disposed in sncb a manner, as te
erclude the wiud and rain, and allov the emoke te
escape. Ilu thiis guant and aguish apartinent,"-
says a, writer on *thi8s ubject, Ilheated by a single
fire, the company vere in. a position net much
different from wbat they vould be iu the open air.
Light wae the only solace the'greater number could
derive front the blazing fuel; and the fsw whc
vere in a situation te feel the radiant beat, vere in-
commoded by the current cf cold air, sweeping like
a hurricane, along the beor towards the fire. roin
the beight of the louver, and 1ev temperature cf
the sineke, few cf the buoyant flakes cf charoal
found their way inte, the atinosph*ere, and the larger
the bon-fire the thioker vas the' layer of soot
depositsd upon each individual. Boieterous wea-
ther, ale, brougbt its annoyance. Had the fire
beeu nmade ln an open field, they might have moed
te the windward cf the smoke; but in the hall
vhers could thsy fiee frein its miseries ?" As il
was *!th our aneestors -before the invention of
chimusys, s0 vas it with the Greeks and Romane,
who, With ail their arts and learning, their fine
minds, elegant tastes, lofty idealisin, and beautiful
forme aicd faces, muet have presented but indif-
ferently cleauly exteriors, afWe having been eir-
posed a vhile te the amoke cf their owu dwellings.

That chimneys, however, are very ancient, eau-
net be doubtsd. DuCange, vwith Vossius and
others, assert tbat apartinents callsd caminatoe bad
cbimueys, and thât word appeare as early as 1069..
The sense ln *hich it is used, however, is net cîsar.
Beokinan thinks that it lé proved that the rs vere
cblmneys in the teuth, tweiftb, and tbirteenth cen-
tauies, by the use cof the curfew-beil cf the Englieli
and the couvre feus cf thes French. 'The old.est


