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S>askatchewan' s Revenue, Expenditure and Estimates
Surplus for Last Fiscal Year - Expenses of Present Year High, ,and
Absorbed Part of Previous Surplus-Revenue is Good, But Provinces Must
Not AIIow Dominion to Encroach on Sources-Wlill BorrowNearly Ten Million.

F INANCES of the province of Saskatchewan, and thegeneral econünmic position of the province, were set
forth clearly by the provincial treasurer, Hon. C. A. Dun-
ning, in the legisiature on January 27th. A surplus of
$877,593 was reported for the fiscal year ended last April.
Estimiates foi, the fiscal year ended April :30, 1921, are now
being taken up. Mr. Dunning expressed fear that an an-
deavor miight be imade to invade provincial and local fields
for additional sources of revenue for the federal govern-
nient. [le quoted figures to show that the cost of provincial
and municipal and other local services to the people of

Sasktcbwanwas double, the ainouit per capita of that
afforded by federal departm-ents. Hie expresaed the opinion
that before any atternpt of this nature was madle the mat-
ter should be given grave consideration by the faderaI au-
thorities in consultation with provincial and miunicipal ru-
pre-sentative4. I3etter results niight accrue if overlapping
of federal and provincial >ervices of an identical character
were elliniiatted by the Ott.awavi authorities.

Dealing with agricultural production, Mir. Dunning
quoted the rnmberi of acres seeded, the average yields and
the total production of the principal graine andi vegatahies.
Every kind of livLestock except hogs also showcd increase8.
Dairy production wvag; also increasing, and furs and game
probably ywicdud $2.000,000. The. figuresý, ho said, indicatad
tint detsp:ite hard condit'ons in conisiderable areas of thc
provinee, the. prov-incYe as, a whole was going straîght ahead.
The finie was past when there was any need to fear any

caait fYeQ-tingý tlhe whole of the people of the province.
The past th ' years had dlemonstratedl that the areas of the
province weresffcenl large and diversifleti to ensure
that, even if ona or miore s:ections suiTareti there was no
neati to feair that. any comibiniatian of circun-istanices wouldl
brlnig disastur ta the wholc provinice. This was an important
taçt flot offîy to the p)rovinc(e but to aIl local bodhes Who hadl
to go ouitsiâe for. credit. Thiis tact wýas re(cognlsedl, and
creditlu i an çthe were bacomiig more settieil.

Revenue E-xcet-ded Esimates

Turnîng to the finances of thie govertnient, Mr. Dunning
muid that hie was able ta report et substantial surplus for the
fiscal yea'r, The receipts over expenditures including a
surplus broug' ht farward amiounited to $877,593. Froin this
gliould1 ha deducteti value o! stocks on advances amounting
bu $1R4,226. leaving a net cash surplus of $693,293. This

snrplus was brought, about by an increase in revenue over
the amnount e-stitiated o! $1,10,612 and a reduction in ex-
pendituire below thait provided inl the. estimates of $736,552.

Present Year Dittianit

Ths surplus liad been disposati of by assisting current
YeRr's revenue to the extent of approximately $232,000, te
pay school aint hospital grants9, provision is also baing mnade
to puy the debt dlue the faderai goverimnt, on aecounit o!
1915 seed grain distribution, amounitlng to $106,859. It bad
alsoü beau uset te retire treasury bills of $60,000, being the
balance of the cost o! royal commissions,. This l.ft a net
amounit o! $194.369 to carry forward, The present finauclal
year had beau financially a stormiy one. There hati been
unforeseen contingencias in the grasshopper past and in
the riece8sitY of pruviding free frelght on fodder. After
careful survey o! the situation ha was o! thie opinion that
the balance would coma out on the right sida during the
presepnt fiscal yeur, as revenues wera more buoyant thai at
uny finia during the war.

Owlng, to the general lack o! lcuowledge as to the
sources o! goveruinieiit revenue snd where tha money weut
te, Mr'. Dunuing sunouneati ha intended to make a new de-

marized idea of the distribution of revenues and e
tures. The revenues we .re derived as follows: -

% Of
S ureto tal.

Dominion governiment.......... 32.34
Provincial taxation............34.76
Licensas........ .............. 13.72
Fee s.........................12.88
Repaymient, o! advances and .loans 1.54
luistitutional revenue............1.76
Fints, forfeits, etc ............. 1.40

Mi~cIlaeous.............1.55

100.

Amount
received

$2,307,14
2,4 79,7l!l

979,15
918,67
110,43
125,92
100,21
110,69

$7,131,96

Expenditures were treatati in the saine manner.
total expenditures were diviçiet under five heads, accor,
to szervices, performied, including in each case interesl
public dabt chargeuble tD that service.

% of Ainount
Source. total. sptnt.

Administrative................6.01 $397,485,
Legislative..................2.43 160,897

Developmnental.............. .. 52.93 3,496,279.
Paetriotic purposes............. 12.49 825,468
Mdiscellaneous.................6.91 456,455.

100. $6,604,798

Undar protective services are included sucli item.ý
police courts, jails andi laund titles offices. Developne
ser-vices include education, public health, neglecteti child
promiotion of agriculture and commnerce, highways. Ed-
tien was the largest. item o! expenditure, the propor
heing 20,99 per cent. This diti not includ. the supplemani
revenue wihich would att nearly another five. per cent.
Punning questionet whethar any province in the east sl
a simiilar proportion o! its revenue in education.

Public Dabt

Grassz public debit for the fiscal year was $34,946,
or $41.95 per capitai. This reprasents an increase of $
paer capitai over the pracedixig year. HIe diti not attach ni
imiportance to the gross debt, bacause a very large pro:
tion wns self-siistaining. The net dabt now stood nt $
742'.,236, or $21.30 par capita. Last year the net par eaj
debt was $22.1-1, so that, the year showed a decrease olj
cents. The facer that the gross debt hati increaset andi
net debt wsraduced was brought about by the filet I
dluring the yeair the dait consistat largely of seIf-sustairý
itemis. The self-sustaining items were comprised in
te1ephone systam, boans ta the Saskatchewan Co-ope ra
Elevator, to the. co-operative creamneries, cyclone loan to
city of Regina andi other adivances, all o! which carry ti
own initerest charges.

School Lands Tr~ust Fund

School bands trust funti was on. o! the sources
revenue. For years the legialature had been protiesting
induce the. federsi authorities te increase the intarest rz
which they are paylng over three per cent. and hati j
endeavoreti ta secura for the province the administratior
the. landis and the trust fund. So far as the latter was E
carnati ha wns una»' le to report auy progress in is nego
thons with Ottawa. A year ugo ha hati reportati that ha
succaaded in induehng the faderai governient to invest 1
o! the funti ini its own securities, beariiig intereat ut
per cent. Ha was now able te announce that Sir Hea
Drayton huti conseutad te invest the. wholeaumount


