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ing a satîsfnctory profit, said they Nvere net doing se as yet
The comipany's presenit plant, it wa tated, is, large enx
ough te supply the whole Canadian demand, and it is noný
being icesdby fifty per, cent.

The relative inicrease iin large-suale production, brought
about by superior economies, has alreaidy prd ie onopolies
in mlanly Unes of lndustryV, whichi mlonopolies are in somei
cases worbd-wide. Where the product is s;uch that sales
mnay be greatby increase-d biy cuttînig prices, it frevquently
itappens that the business intereaýts of the conmpany coinicide
with those of the public, bca-zUse a mxumbusiness and
profit mayi« be obtained on a smiaI1 margin over the coat o!
Production. Even in the case e! essentiai coamodities, the
demiand fer whieh does net usually vary greatly, ai mionopoly
niay benefit the consumer, but here it is de;irsLble that
public control bie exercised, for there is a co(ntiniuai temiptai-
tien te widea the miargîn ef profit. The combine or
inonopoly is now an integrai part of indcustrial lite, howv-
ever, ;and tii. creation cf suocb a combine sheubd neot in itself
bie an ofYence. If this is, t1w case then the great national
ra.ilway 4ystemn being crctod( ini Canada, the Ontario Ilydro-
Electrlc Commission, and the A1hberta and Manitoba public
tebephone systenis, are especially dangerous menopolies, for
here tbey are operated by the state and are therefore net
subject tu its indeupenent control. The developmnent on
sound lines cf public control is a slowv but important task,
but it la in this field thnt the Board cf Commerce can de
effective aind benieficiai work. In conipetitive industry, on
the. other baud, profits are normially lçept down te a level
determined by the. supply and demand for capital and
abllity, and public interfereuce tan only bie detrîmental.

TOO9 MANY GOVERtNMENTrs IN THE EAST

THEF maritime provinces are contlnually exhausted in theirTetffortito malntain adequate geverniment service, sy
F. Magee, ofF. Magee, Ltd., Port Elgin, N..MNr. Magee
has been a streng supporter of a legislative union of the.
three provinces under such a name as Acda"Writing
to The Moe.to.ry Times he says:-

"No sound arguments have beeu advanced agaiast this

l>roiect. Sentiment is the. only drawback. People speak of
the. los of provincial identity, of provincial legislatures, of
bbstoric buildings, oif gover1nors and governaient heuses, of
aoid oMeiiais and their associations, etc., always sentiment.
Muxabers of the. different legisiatures are theoretically favor-
able but cannot be enthuaed. Perhapa they doubt their
ablllty to secure a seat ln a new maritime leglalature, which
Mnay net requlrp one hundred and forty-two represeutatives
a now (including the, twenty-one miembera of the legisiative
counet1 of Nova Scotia), t. conduct the affair, o! about
950,0O0 people, or a repreauntative for about every 7,000.

'"We o.ouPy in the. vicinity of 60,000 square miles o!
mtiter Canada ln wilch la situated te two winter ports

truhwbicii Canadian prodcuts must b. exported. W.
ar entlaavorlnw ta> maintai and *rei.tuate thrti distiiiCt

power ho electrlfy lte ma
wbe thinlk, resuie the. lmmi
and, the induitries it estal
grapple wlth thes:e probb.m
could ia. Aada knowz
secure for the maritimes
Offices coubd bie mlahntsiled
Wbat balve» we to-dlay?
'Canada before the. people c
itucome a fadeV il, the. wei
main staqgnant.

A REPORT issued by the. InternaI Trade Division of theDominion Bureau o! Statistics showing stocks cf mas
produce and fish in coid storage and in proces cf cure oi,
Novemnber lst, indicates that prices of these conmmedities ,\ill
continue te faîl. M'ýost bines show îlncreaised quantities in
storage as comipared with October It, 1919, and with
Novemiber lst, 1918. Creamery butter in storaige amiouiits
te 22,150,352- Ibs., and dairy butter amiounts te 1,323,117
libs. The total 23,473,4169 Ibs. ih 18.32 per cent. muire than

>what was in store on. year ago, but is 11.64 per cent. les.,
than the stocks of last uionth. l'ie. decline in stocks cf
butter at tbis timie of year, ewing te the fact that we ai,
now using cold srgesupplies, is usuail. Hlowever, iii,
movenient eut of sterage this year is very miuch lightur
titan thnt o! tie same seaseon lait ycair. Oleomnargarine
stocks amiount te 539,889 Is., 20.65 per cent. more than Iat
mnonth, bu 't 21.17 per cent. less than last year, hes
stocks, amiount te the very large total ef 28,288,9ý28 Ibs,.
This is 366.46 per cent. more titan last year. Egg stocks
include 8,369,82S do%, in cobd storage, 878,5:31 doz. on hand
other titan in coki storage and 8397,281 ibs. frozen. Th,-
total amounts te 6l.28 per cent, more titan last year and 29.P2
per cent. les. than lait meonti.

Pork stocks ln storage and in process of cure total
39,222,333 iii. Thtis la 20.42 per cent, more than last year,.
but 3.78 per cent. les than lait month. Thes., stocks ini-
dlude 1,945,673 Ilis, frozen fresh; 2,598,614 Is. freait un-
frozen; 1,938,782 Ibs, dry abted; 12,181,469 Ia, sweet

plckled, and 20,562,795 lia, lu protes. cf cure-flot yet ini
cold atorage. Be! stocka lu, storage aud lu procesa o!
cure total 29,096,364 Ibt. Thisis 8.55 pur cent, leis thait
last year aud 18.75 per cent. more titan lait menti. These
stocks lntbude 22,212,990 lbs. of frozen bee!, 5,857,206 lit.
of unfrozen fruith bee!, 638,115 ita. vured and 888,053 Ibs.
lu protes. cf cure. The. miztton and bam~b in store amounts
to 4,062,724 Ito. This i. 14.88 per cent. les. than last year,
but 838.46 pur cent. more than lait mentit, Tii. stocks in-
clude 3,433,173 bits. frozen snd 629,551 lita. unfrozen.

Tii. poultry stocks amount te 1,291,M58 ]lb.. This i
1.60 per cent. more titan lait year and 93.51 pur cent, more
titan lait m6tith. Tiie stocks luebude 161,669 ]lbs. of brellera;.
4105,611 hs. of chiekeni; 417,735 lbs. -opf fowl; 27,151 lits.
cf dueka; 22,919 1its. of geese; 64,711 Is. e! turkeya, aud
192,162 ]lits. o! unclassified poultry. Tite li in cobd storage
la 25,508,608 lits. whlch la 16.46 pur cent. more than baut
meonti. Tii. fish on haad cther titan in cold itorage is
2,784,866 Ibs.

The. Greek goverrament objecta te paying more titan
the. markoet prie for Canadian goods; cenuidering the. fact
zitat the. Canadien governmeut lias advanced the. meney toc
pay for tiese gooda, business of tItis kind dus net bock,
attractive. Canadian goods commandi casht at market pricesz.
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"CClnfederatjin has flot proved to be any particular,
ble5sing to us and there are nyný who realize that there
were four provinces offly in the, original pa;ct, that rntariu
anld Quebec have both been given immense territoialý adIdi-
tions. PrneEdward Iland, ,Niiel camie into conlfedieraition
in I872 bas hiad its federal subsdi,[ med but Nova,

Sctaand New Brunswick plod awyon the old bssc

$0 cents per heid. Theyv annuailly deniand more. of O)ttawavj
and thejir dcrnands are taikeni into cons.,ideration,' In the,
meantime they exhaust every effort to sec:ure sufficient

rvnete m-aintaiin the services of the provinces in aL
modeiu mianner; they are unable te dIo so andl the pbi
debts are I:eing enflarged aanually.

"Thiese conditions cannot go on indefinitely. We uut
unite tu protvet ourselves. It is to be deplored thatth
public conscience of the maritimes cannot be aroused to iiS
n1eeds. We are suffering from 'dry rot.' Comnmunitiesý arc,
dloomiedl if they a-re2 tee easilY, satisfled and thieirdeis
based on necessity alone. We must not permit ourselves t,,
succunib in the international struggle for a place inth
sun."

1 NO SHORTAGE IN FOOD COMMODITIES j


