
j MUNICIPAL GRANTS TO CHARITY

A grave situation'iii municipal politics and finance

has arÎsen f rorn the practice on the part of mnany muni-

cipalities, of supportiflg voluntary organizations cornect-

ed with the war. In most cases these grants have been

regarded as expenditures on capital accourit, a polficy

which is funldainentally unsounid. Quite apart f rom this

point, however, it is flot thec proper f uniction of such public

bodies to, take upon themselves thie responsibillitY of sup-

porting private organizatiofls, whatcvér their object.

Some months ago the city -of Toronto secur-ed special

legisiation frott the province, tD enaýble it: to niake a grant

to the Y.M.C.A. A*few weeks ago another grant was

made to the Catholic Armny Huts, to be used for similar

purposes,. The leiitohowvever, ciid flot provide for

grantS to institutions o-ther ihaun the Y.Mt.C.A., and ac-

cordinigly an application was macle to have tfht new grnit

quashed as being invalid. During the course of the hear-

ing beforec Chief Justice Meredith cri the x6th October, it

developed [hat both of these graýnts, and more in addition,

were flot being macle out of funds collected this year, but

would have to be provîdedl for by an overdraft to, be met

ou~t of next years tae.On this tsçore alone the grants

werc adjudged to be î1legal. Over $1 ,400,000 of ex-

penditures have been voted by the counicil, which will

have to be met in this way. About one-haif of this con-

sists of votes to patriotic secieties, including $5oo,ooo to

the Patriotic'Associatiofl, $7.5,ooo to the Y.MI.C.A., $So,-

000 t<o the Sailor-s' Fund, and $iS,ooo to the Salvatk>ti

Army.
This situation illustrates thtc degree of laxness into

which muinicipalities may be led. It is bad eniough to,

nakec such grants at al; worse te, finance them lby bor-

rowing; and worse stili to vote themn when provision has

not býeen made in the municipal budget, and the f unds are

n fot on band. Toronto, as one of our leading cities,

is expectýed to <iispl-ay skill and wisdomr in civic manage-

ment; ýit might learn many lessons f rom the methods of

srnaller videcs both in east and west. We await with anti-

Sety what niay happen if the street railway is puixchased,

and administered liWe the civic railway, or the.civic abat-

«toir.

Apart fromn the question of mismanagemfeflt, however,

the support of voluntary orgmanizat1ons does not conie

within the proper scope of municipal activity, because a

nýunicipality iv, a po.litîcal body erected to satisfy the

public requirernents of the inhabitants of a given ares.

No plebiscit4c is iak-en on the question, and no provision

mnade in the estimates, yect co'uncils, take upon themrselves

the responsibility of passing judgmeiit upon the merits of

charitable c)rganizaitionls, and of supportilig themn out of

the public purs;e. If voluntary vontributions will not enx-

sur. e the maintenance of cssentifll services, the proper

body to provide these services is th-e Dominion of Canad-i.

The cost woul tlhen 'be equitably distributed throughout

the whole field, and not according to the views of munici-

pal counicils, or the pressure whivh is brought te> bear

upon îheni: The spirit of voluntary giving will not in

Sthis way be stiffed, because there would remain many

useful but uinessential avtivities, the support of which

wou4d depend upon the individual. Municipal grants are
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W_ rHE COST 0F LIVI

In ordinary times al terations in the cos-t Of livin
valid and, it may be sai&, conclusive, arguments foi

respondmng changes ini the wage scale. If this .were

as an argumentl now, labor, and in Tact services 4

kijnds, would seemn to bc underpaid ; for with a fevi

sible exceptions wages ýird salaries have, certainly n4

vanceçi pro<-portionahily t<o fie risc in cost of living

1914. That arguments of this kind arc flot now

is due to thet fact that the belligerent nations have

engaged in military operations on a1 ti'rendous

part of the expense of which must bc boýrne by wage

ing and salaried classes.

It is quite impossible that when suvh a, consid6

proportion of our population is engaged in work

is econoIfically utiproductive, others should contin

enjoy their customary oom>rforts and luxuries. Labc

capital which would ordinarily bu applied to the pi

tioin of articles and services of use and pleasure,

beeni enployed in military operations, in the ma:
,~ -,itlnîiîons and in othcr manifold activities
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