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ini South Afriça. There are otiier conting encies; ar
there is also the unexpected, whicb may knock holesany theory and in the head of every prophet. The ne:really great war may be one for commercial and financi,supremacy. It will be fought flot by individual nation.but by groups-the European and Western poweîagainst those of the Far East. Russia would join witEurope in the issue, even although it s!iould be cosidered in the iight more of an Asiatic than a Europeanation. If China develops in thec next twenty-five yearas japan has donc in the last quarter of a century, tistrength of thec Oriental side can be vaguely estimate(That there will he vast strengtlh is indisp)utable. Thcause of the, warfarc would doubtless be 'the disagreement as-to mutual interests and a jeaiousy in the Matteof respective c ommercial progress., There you have thblack clouds in the international picture.

The sunshine, which may after ail prevail, is in tihcontentions already advanced. With the stepping foiward of civilization, the linkiýng up of nations by mean
of the cable and the steamship, with the development onew couintries, with the rapid growth of internationa
commerce, with the never-ending pilgrimage of capital-with ail these, it may be found that finance and coininerce are stronger arms than powder and shell.

ÔRATORY 0F THE TIMES.

It takes no orator to brand a man a liar. Nor doesit require a classical education to appropriately return theînsult. If one were to believe half the stories of cor-ruption now beîng fed to a weary electorate, disgust forthings parliamientary wouid be omnipotent. Grouping
the battie-cries of both Liberals and Conservatives, theman who cannot read between the lines would imagine
Ottawa a city wbereîn bouls a cauidron of the vilesipolitical corruption. The orator of the old days, whenan election meant anything from a pitched riot to analcoholic orgy, miîght give the present day a few pointerson the art of harariguing the crowd. But it is doubtful.

Engiand has given the world sorte of the bestpolitical orators. Men they were to whom party wais noteverything; principle stood for something. Men theywere who magnetized their audience, swayed them withi
arguments, held their breath with reasoning, and zwonthetn to a cause with graciousness. Such parlianien-
tarians we have had in Canada; a few we have to-day.Unfortunately they appear to be exceptions to the mile.
Some of the gemrs of literature are the speeches of states-men made in Parliament and out. It would l'e difficuit
to gather together haif a dozen speeches made by ourown statesmen, speeches that could be ciassed as master-pieces. Instead we have political bickerings which would
scareely be creditabIe in the atmosphere of a saloonwrangIe. Some of thern deserve no notice at the handsof the press. At these tirnes the party press is com-pelled to, cast aside, to a large extent, any cleanliness oIrconscience it possesses. It must go forward blindly ý,painting tht Government as white angels and thle Opo
sition as black imps, or vice versa.

It is questionabie whether the public for whose
especiai benefit these wearying details of bribery andthievery are told, have not been sickened. Surely by thistinie the ruajority are able to dissect dramnatic imagina-
tion and effect froni actuai fact. Doubtful it 1$ý whether
the publication of scandai by lips and print affects'to any
extent the voting one way or another. The dragging into
the public limelight of private life is a favorite election
trick. This dodge, too, can scarcely have much weight.
The elector, as a rule, decides upon the mani for -hom
he will vote. A hundred blood and thunder stories of

coruton and scandai. of an atrocious ca-reer awav fromn

n The manl o Cconstruct legisiative machinerysf htwl satisfy both capital and labor, is as yet unborn.rsIf a quarter century bringshmt.shego otn~ewiil have corne ahead of anticipatonsh rod sforkinge
d. ~twomigty orcs in the economic worîd are, formany reasons, OPPosed. Their harmonious working isSconisideredj by the everyday man an unetkigi

orwr daitic res The man whose brawny arms helpte frwad te gneral1 weal far frorn seldom arrays bisbrain Power against capital. 'le wIhose brain is mouldingelike wax the Power of money bas often a thought to,h ecomne a taskmnaster unto labor. Those who work withf sitlew only Oftimes begrudge the Position which cornesto the man whose sinew is boxtd in bi, ed n he ,il n trnMay SOnletimnes wrongly imagine that the educa-tion of a muscle worker is a crime to socey Whriail of which, and more taisObvou e Whea
direful field On which capital and abr we wa Tholive branch and the dove meanwhile are lazily flirting intoLabor questions wiii doubtles.s for a week or two
delete poitics. , 'n -eCanada some attempt has b en nmadetogieleislt~ 0  anopportunity to act as the arbitratorbetween two continuaîîy belligerent forces. This efforthas met witli somfe success. It has performedj the featof satisfying in several instances tht wage..giver andthe wage-taker. Tht Ifldustrial Disputes Act in somfecases has failed. Failure is an excelient guide toreformation.

At Hlalifax recently a Labor Congress bas dubd>bthis Act "a club to l'e held over the head of organizedworkmen".-which Miust be disappointing to those whohave tried toi inject science ilito a tlime-worn probleni.A gold brick is another label for the Industrial DisputesAct. Because there is more brick than gold this nevwdissatisfaction May have arisen. The brick is enda-voring to knock away foolish controversial ground.There wouild seemn to be a danger of this particular legis..lation, upon which so0 nuch mnust be buiit, of collapsing.If 'the Labor Congress were allowed its d.esire andthe, to thern objectionable,' Act were repealed, whatwouid happen? It is fairly safe to assert the Congresswould not, probably could flot, replace it with a lawequaiiy as workable.
Our country bas now an excellent basework onwhich to fashion somnething powerfui enough to bringcapital and labor face to face to discus givawithout recourse to pre-historic grouching. It does flot

Say much for our boasted enlighteanrnn durlng recentcenturies, if we cannot break down a falsely created
barrier, ont which is wrecking harm to tht interests ofgeneraildevelopment. Labor should offer its sane sug-

gestions

EDITORIAL NOTES.

One of thte recent guiests of the Cana<jjan IMining-Institute has stated that for tht dtvelopment of Our ex-tremely rich mineraIs re rather than capital are needed.If the right men are put at tbe head of the industry, asare at work on srne of the best propositions capitalwould soon be forthcorning; which is very true. Moneytoo often is considered before mien. A larpp~
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