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in South Africa.” There are other contingencies: and
there is also the unexpected, which may knock holes in
any theory and in the head of every prophet. The next
really great war may be one for commercial and financial
supremacy. It will be fought not by individual nations,
but by groups—the European and Western powers
against those of the Far East. Russia would join with
Europe in the issue, even although it should be con-
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alcoholic orgy, might give the present day a few pointers
on the art of haranguing the crowd. But it is doubtful.

England has given the world some of the best
political orators. Men they were to whom party was not
everything ; principle stood for something. Men they
were who magnetized their audience, swayed them with
arguments, held their breath with reasoning, and won
them to a cause with graciousness. Such parliamen-
tarians we have had in Canada; a few we have to-day.
Unfortunately they appear to be exceptions to the rule.
Some of the gems of literature are the speeches of states-
men made in Parliament and out. It would be difficult
to gather together half a dozen speeches made by our
own statesmen, speeches that could be classed as master-
pieces. Instead we bhave political bickerings which would
scarcely be creditable in the atmosphere of a saloon
wrangle. Some of them deserve no notice at the hands
of the press. At these times the party press is com-
pelled to cast aside, to a large extent, any cleanliness or
conscience it possesses. It must go forward blindly,
painting the Government as white angels and the Oppo-
sition as black imps, or vice versa.

It is questionable whether the public for whose
especial benefit these wearying details of bribery and
thievery are told, have not been sickened. Surely by this
time the majority are able to dissect dramatic imagina-
tion and effect from actual fact. Doubtful it is whether
the publication of scandal by lips and print affects to any
extent the voting one way or another. The dragging into
the public limelight of private life is a favorite election
trick. This dodge, too, can scarcely have much weight.
The elector, as a rule, decides upon the man for whom
he will vote. A hundred blood and thunder stories of
corruption and scandal, of an atrocious career away from
the public gaze, will not likely change the voter’s de-
cision. Probably he knows beforehand all that can be
told by the candidate who delights to plug through the
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