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Therein lies one of the duties of the
priest, which St. Chrysostom establishes
In magnificent terms: * Great zeasl must
be employed that the Word of God
should dwell abundantly in us; we
should not only be ready for one kind of
combat, for the war is diversified and
the enemies many; they do not all use
the same arms, nor is it in the same
manner that they propose to oconfront
us. Therefore he who is to meet all
should be acquainted with the man-
cecuvres and the methods of all; he
should handle the arrow and the sling;
he should be tribune and chief of a
cohort, general and soldier, footman and
trooper, apt to fight on sea and to over-
turn ramparts, If, in short, the defender
is not provided by every means with
every mode of fighting, the devil knows
how to give his robbers admission by
one side, if a single one be leftwithout
guard, and carry away the sheep.”

We have already described the strata-
gems of the enemy, and the multifari-
ous means he employs for attack. Let
Us now indicate the processes which
should be utilized for defence, -

In the first place, recourse must be
had to the ancient Eastern languages,
and particularly, and at the same time,
to the science which is called critical.
These two species of knowledge are to-
day very much appreciated and es-
teemed; the clergyman who will possess
them in a more or less extended fashion,
according to the country he inhabits
and the people with whom he is brought
into relation, will be able better to sus-
tain his dignity and fulfil his mission.
The minister of God should, in faot,
“ make himself all things to all men,
and always be prepared to satisty him
who demands. the reason of the hope he
entertains himgelf,” It is therefore ne-
cessary to professors of Holy Writ, and
it is fitting for theelogians, to _know the
tongues in which the canonical books
were primitively written by the sacred
authors. It would be excellent that
even ecolesiastical students should study
those tongues, the more particulaily
those amongst them who are destined to

-academic grades in theology. Precau-
tion should also be taken that in all
academies there should be established—
as, indeed, already has been done in
some of them—ochairs where the ancient
langusges, especially the Seminic lan-
guages, will be taught and their rela-
tions with science. These courses would,
in the first place, be intended for those
designed for the study of the Holy Writ-
ings. _

For the same reason it is important
that the same professors of Holy Writ
should be inatructed and exercised in the
geience of true criticism, Unfortunately,
and to the great damage of religion, a
system heas appeared which parades
under the honourable name of “high cri-
ticism” whose disciples affirm that the
origin, lnteﬁrity, and awthority of every
‘kind of book is traceable to their intrin-
gic characters alone. On the contrary,
it is evident that where a historic ques-
tion is concerned, or the origin and pre-
sefvation of no matter what doscription

-of work, historic testimonies have more
value than all others, and these are the
testimonies which should be most oare-
fully sought out and examined. As to

. intringio oharacters, they are, for the

 great part of the time, far less important,
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80 that they need not be invoked except
'to oconfirm a thesis. If other saction is
carried out, the result will be serious in-
convenience. In fdct, the enemies of
religion will retain more confidence in

authenticity of the Holy Books. Finally,
this form of high criticism will arrive at
the result that each one in interpretation
will attach himaself to his own tastes and
prejudicial views. Thus the light sought
on the subject of the Seriptures will not
exhibit itself, and no advantage will re-
sult for science, but one will see couspi-
cuously manifested that character of
error which consists in diversity and con-
tradiction of opinions, Already the be-
haviour of the cbiefs of this new science
rove it. Besides, the bulk of them are
imbued with the maxims of & vain phil-
osopby and of rationalism, nor are they
afraid to expunge from the Holy Books
the prophecies, miracles, and the other
events which surpass the natural order.
Again, the interpreter should struggle
with those who, deluded by their knowl-
edge of physical sciences, track the
sacred authors inch by inch in order to
expose 313 ignorance they bad of such
and such transactions,and to lower their
writings on that account. As these com-
plaints are made about sensible objects,
they are thereby the more dangerous
when they are spread among the crowd,
especially among the youth atiracted to
letters. "As soon as that youth has lost
its respect in point for divine revelation, |
its faith relative to all the others will
not be long befors it vanishes. Hence it
is only too evident that, inasmuch as the
natural sciences are proper to manifest
thegloryof the Creatorengraved on terres-
trial objects, provided they are suitably
taught,so muchthe morearethey capable
of wresting from the intellect the princi-
ples of a sound philosophy and corrupt-
ing manners when they are presented
with perverse intentions to youthful
spirits. Thus the knowledge of natural
facts will be an efficacions succour to
those who will teach Holy Writ, for,
thanks to that information, they may
more easily discover and refute the
sophisms of all sorts directed at the
Scriptures. No real disaccord can as-
suredly exist between theology and
physics, providing both are kept strictl
within their limits, taking care, accord-
ing to the words of St. Augustine, * To
affirm nothing at random, and nat “to
take the unknown for the known (49).”
If, nevertheless, they are in dissent on &
certain point, what is the theologian to
do? To follow the rule summarily in-
dicated by thesame Doctor, “ As for all
that our adversaries can demonstrate to
us with the foundation of veritable
proofs, let us show that there is in them
nothing contrary to the acts related in
Holy Writ. But as for that which they
draw from certain of their books and
invoke as, contradicting sacred literature
—that is to say, the Catbolic faith—let us
show them that they are based on hypo-
thesis, and that we have no manner of
doubt of the falsity of these affirmations
”
In order the better to penetrate our-
gelves with the justness of this rule, let
ug, in the first place, consider that the
sacred writers, or, more accurately, ‘‘the
spirit of God which apoke by their
mouths, did not wish to teach men
traths concerning the intimate constitu-
tion of visible objects, because they did
not in anyway serve for their salvation ”
(61). In this wise these authors, with-
out applying themselves to acute obser-
vations of nature, sometimes described
objects or spoke of them either in & sort
of metephor or a8 the language in use at
the period suggested, similar to the
gractwe at present on many polnts, In
aily life, even amidst the most learned
of men. In the vulgar language ome
alludes to the objects which fall under
the sense in the proper terms. The
sacred writer (and the Angelic Dootor
reminds us of it) in the same manner
attached himself to sensible characters
(52) that is, to those which God Him-
gelf, after the habit of men, employed
in addressing them so that He might be
understood by them. But to secure
the vigorous defence of the Holy Writ-
ings, it by no means follows that one
must preserve the entire sense that
every one of the Fathers or the inter-
preters who succeeded them made use
of to explain the Seriptures. Qiven, in
short, the opinions in vogue at the
epoch, they may not always have been
able to judge according to the truth or
avoid emitting certain principles which
are now anything but proven.
Extreme care must be exercised there-

fore in discriminating in their explana-

garding the faith or bound with it and
which they affirm of a common accord.
In trath, on that which is not the
essence of the faith the saints, as well
as ourselves, might have held different
opinions. Such is the doctrine of St.

homas. In another passage he ex-
presses himself with great wisdom in
these terms: *Touching the opinions
commonly professed by philosophers,
and which are not contrary to our faith,
it seems to me that it is more sure not
to affirm them as dogmas, although they
are sometimes introduced in reasoning
in the name of these philosophers, an
not to note them as contrary to the
faith, lest we should furnish the sages of
this world occasion to despise our doc-
trine.

For another motive, although the in-
terpreter should show that there is noth-
ing contradictory in the Scriptures well
explained in the truths which thoss who
study physical science give as certaln
and sustained by firm arguments, he
should not forget that occasionally
several of these truths cited as certain
have been subsequently cast in doubt or
laid aside, If writers who treat physical
facts go beyond the limits assigned to
them in thesciences, they are discussing,
and trespass on the terrain of the philo-
sopher by propagating noxious princi-
ples, the theclogian can appeal to the
philosophers for their reputation. We
would .that the same doctrine should be
applied to sciences of a similar kind, and
more particularly to history. There is
good need to be afflicted when many
men who study to the roots the monu-
ments of antiquity and the manners and
institutions of peoples, and give them-
selves up to laborious treatises on these
themes, have fre&uent,ly for aim to find
out errors in Holy Writ in order to
weaken and completely shatter the
authority of Scriptures. Some behave
thus with dispositions genuinely hostile,
and judge in & manner which is not
sufficiently impartial. They have so
much confidence in profane volumes
and in documents of the bygone that
they invoke them as if 1t were not pos-
sible for mistakes to exist, while they
refase to trust to the Holy Books, and re-
ject as exroneous the faintest appearance
of inexactitude, and that without even
discussion. Of a truth, there may be sun-
dry passages in the issues. of different
editions which may not be reproduced
in a fashion absolutely correct. But this
must not be readily admitted, except on
those points where the fact bas been
suitably proved, It may also happen
that the sense of some phrases may re-
main doubtful. To determine them the
rules for interpretation will be of valu-
able assistance ; but it would be positive-
ly fatal either to limit inspiration to
some portions of Scripture or to assume
that the sacred author himself was de-
ceived.

Neither can the method be tolerated
of those who escape from these difficul-
ties without hesitatingto accord that di-
vine inspiration does not extend beyond
truths concerning faith and morals—
that and nothing farther. They are.
wrong who think that when the veracit,
of events istobe investigated that whic!
God said must not be inquired into, but
examination rather must be made what
reason there was that He should have
thus spoken. In fact, all the bpoks
without exception which the Church has
received as sacred and canoniocal in all
their parts have been written under the
dictatior of the Holy Ghost. 8o far
from any error attaching itself to the
divine inspiration, not only doea that of
itself exclude all error, but it is still
more repugnant to it of necessity, be-
cause God, who is necessarily the
Sovereign Truth, could not be the author
of any error. Such isthe ancient and
constant belief of the Church, solemnly
defined by the Councils of Florence and
of Trent, and ultimately confirmed and
more expressly set out in the Councils of
the Vatiocan, which passed this absolute
Decree: “The entire books of the Old
and New Testament in sll their paris, as
enumerated by Decree of the same
Council of Trent, and such as are con-
tained in the ancient Vulgate edition in
Latin, should be regarded as sacred and
canonioal., The Church holds them as
sacred and canonical, not because they
were edited by human science alone, and
were afterwards approved by the

because they contain truth only without
error; but becsuse, written under the
inspiration of the Holy Ghost, they have
God for author. - .

Almost no account should be paid to

tions between that which is givenre-

suthority of the aforesaid Church; not

the circumstance that the Holy Ghost
should have taken men a8 the Instru-
‘ments to write as some false opinion
might be emitted, not certainly by the
first author, but by inspired writers. In
fact, the Holy Ghost has by His virtue
excited them to write, sssisted them
whilst they conceived exactly, that they
were anxious to report faithfully, and
that they expressed with an infallible
truth that which they bad been com.
manded tfo write, and only that which
they bad been commanded.

Such has been always the sentiment of
the holy Fathers. ‘“Thus,” said S8t.
Augustine, “since those wrote what
the Holy Ghost showed and enjoined
them to write, it must not be said that
the Holy Ghost did not write it. They,
as the members, operated what the Head
dictated.” St. Gregory expressed him-
gelf in these terms: “It i8 more than
superfluous to seek to know who wrote
those books, since it is firmly believed
that their author is the Holy Spirit. He
in truth wrote who dictated what was to
be written; He wrote who inspired the
work.” It is to be concluded that those
who think that in authentic passages of
Holy Writ some false idea may perhaps
be comprehended assuredly pervert Ca-
tholic doctrine or make God Himself the
author of error. All the Fathers and all
the Doctors have been g0 fully persuaded
that the Scriptures, such as delivered to
us by the sacred writers, are exempt
fromall error that they ingeniously and
conscieptiously a%phed themselves to
bring about concordance and conciliation
in numerous passages which seemed to
present some contradiction or divergence.
(And these passages sre the same which
are opposed to us by the science of to-
day.

'{‘ge Doctars have been unanimous. to
believe that the books in their totality
and their parts are equally of divine
inspiration; that God Himself has
spoken through the sacred authors, and
there could not be enounced anythibg
antagonistic to truth. Here a general
application of the words transmitted to
Bt. Jerome by St. Augustine should be
made: “I avow, indeed, to thy charity
that I have learned to accord to those
books of Scriptures alone which are at
present called oanonical the reverence
and honor of implicitly believing that
their authors could not commit an error
in writing them. And if I found in
these Holy Writings sny passage which
appeared to me contrary to the “truth, I
would not hesitate to affirm either that
the manuscript was defective, or that
the interpreter did not closely follow the
text, or that 1 myself did not rightly un.
derastand.” But to struggle fully and
perfeotly, by mesns of the moat import-
ant sciences, to establish the sanctity of
the Bible is certainly much juster than
to expect everything {rom the erudition
of theologians. For that cause it is desir-
able that Catholics, baving acquired some
authority in foreign sciences, should pro-
posa to themselves the same goal and
try to attain it. It the glory which
talents confer has never been wanting
to the Church, grace to the beneficence
of the Almighty, certes He will not be
wanting to her ai the moment, May
this glory go on ever increasing for the
protection of the faith., It is of the
highest importanse that we believe that
the faith should rear up many and solid
defenders; and nothing is more calcu-
lated to make the crowd accept the
truth than to see distinguished men of
science attach themselves to it freely.
Moreover, the hate of our opponents will
easily disappear, or, at least, they will
not dare to afirm with s0 muoch assur-
ance that faith is the enemy of science
when they perceive the learned render-
iog this faith the greatest honour and
entertaining for it the liveliest respect.
Since those can do 50 much for religion
to whom Providence has liberally grant-
ed a happy talent and the grace to pro-
fess the Catholio faith, it is meet that in
the midst of this violent controversy,
excited by the sciences which border in
any way on the faith, each should choose
& group of studies appropriate to his in-
telligence, endeavour to excel in them,
and r:gel, not without glory, the bolts
directed against Holy Writ by an im-
pious science. - .

It is agreeable to Us to praise here the
conduot of some Catholics, who, to en-
able the savants to give themselves up
to .such  studies and .achieve,progress,
furnish them with aid of every kind, und
form associations on which they bounte-
ously . bestow abundant contributions.
That is an excellent employmentfof for-
tune, and one most suitable to the re-

quirementa of the epoch. The_less, in



