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EOCLESIASTIOAL CALENDAR.
Joyr—18170.

iday, 3—8t. Hermeuepgild, M,
'g::irilay. 4 -Fast. Vigil of Pentecost.
Sanday, & — Pentecost.

Monday, 6 Of the Qctave.

Tuesday, 7— Of the Octave,

Wedunedday, 3 ~Embsr Day. Of the Octave.
Thoreday, 8=0f the Oetave,

»

NEWS OF THE WEEK,

The.news of the raid upon Canada bad patur-
ally excited much indigoation in England, The
Tismes whilst giviag tke President ample credil
for bus efforts to enforce the municipal laws of
the States, and those bigher laws which are
bindiog on all communities of men cla ming to be
evthsed, expresses its indignation at the object
for which Canadian ard U. States’ trdops bave
been put w moticn. We have yet to learn

whetber it is the mteation of the Imperial Gov-

ernment to undertake its due share of upbolding
the bonor of its flag, and the protection of the
‘hves and properties of 1ts subjects on this side of
‘the Atlantic : or whether it proposes to leave
them to themselves and thereby renounce all
chaims to their allegiance, It must at once make
‘up itsmmd to one or the other of these two
courses. '

The Trish Land Bill, 13, we hope, by this trme
‘before the House of Lords, where we also hope
that it may receive a favorable conmderation,
On the motion of the Earl of Kimberly 2 Bill
for repealing the Ecclesiastical Titles Act bas
been read a second time.

Though the French Emperor bas obtained ap
immense majyority in the late appeal to the peo-
ple, the position of his Government seems by no
meaps secure, Thereis great discontent with
the present order of things. From Rome there
18 nothing new to report. The great question of
Papal Infallibihity willat is thought, be carried by
a0 overwhelming majority of the Fathers of the
Council and be publicly annouaced on the Fesat
of SS. Peter and Paul, the 29th nst.

‘We have devoted the greater portion of our
columns fo a report of the raid ; this will explain
the omission of otber matter, OF course these
reports must be received with caution, as in the
exaitement that prevads, fslse rumors eamly ob-
tain credence, and it is difficult to smft the pre
cious grain of truth from the mass of falsebood
1n which it is too often buried.

The condition of Sir Jobn A. Macdonald
continues to improve. He 18 very weak of
course, but we believe as well as bope that al,
danger is over for the present.

THE QOUNOIL.
(From the Vatican.)

THE THIRD PUPLIC SESSION.

The world continues to ask, as Pilate asked
of old, What is Tysth? Taoe Church alone is
able to answer the question, but the world, which
<does pot.care to know, will not hearkeo to her
voice. It prefers to die 1 1ts error, and bas full
liberty to do s0o. 'The decrees of the Vatican
Council, although they are decrees of the Holy
Ghoat, convey no instruction to the world. Its
ears are closed. Atheism, materialism, and pao
-thesm ; the arrogance of rationalism, and the
dreary systems of naturalism, are agamn con-
demned, and' their advocates smitten with ana
thema ; because these old errors are revived ic
“-our generation, and propagated 1o maoy lands, as
though we still lived in the times of the pagan
sopbists, and bad pever beard of Him who ia the
“Way, the Truth, and the Life. Protestantism,
.be master 1nvention of the epemy of man, and
‘the chief dissolvent of Cbristian faith and umty,
hay condacted millions back to paganism.—
—derefore the Holy Vatican Council begias by
~condemning all the forms of unbelief characteris
-tic of our-age.

In the next General Congregation, the Sche
-m& de Paryo Catechismo, as modifizd by the
Commisaion de Discipling, was to be finally dis
cussed. Asit bas already been deliberated in
several sessions, and forty-ope Fatbers have ad-
dressed the Council upon it, the adoption of this
Catectism, destined for universal use throughont
Christendom, caenot be long- delayed.

On the 29th of April the official announcement,

was made to- (he ‘Couneil - of 1ha‘1inm'edia.tg dls )
cission of the:question-of ‘Pontifical Tatallibility«

-

! The forty-seventh Géteral Cobgregation. was

beld on the 29th of April. T'Ttl:e Cirdmgl Arch-
h_lshopfbf Bordeaux, Mgr. Donnet, first acddressed

the Council, and 15 said to bave urged at the

close of his discourse the necessity of proceeding,

without delay, tc the discussion of Pontifical Ia-
ta.lhbnhty, for the good of the Church and the
peace of the faitbful. Upon this one of the
Cardinal Presidents rose, and wnformed the Coun-

cil that the Holy Father, toflucoced by the mo

tives indicated, had thought 1t his duty to permit
the immediate twntrodaction of that mportant
question.

1tis worthy of observation, aud will be a
gource of geperal satsfaction, that the Arch-
tishop of Paris, in a circular to the clergy of his
diocese, dated Rome, the 20th of April? writes
as follows :—% The period of expectation canoot
now be prolonged, and whatever the Counci!
may do or decide, fauh teaches us that it will
Ze well done and well decided.”

The forly-seventh Congregation resumed the
discussion of the Lattle Catechism. Mgr. He
fele read a paper for the Archbishop of Vienna,
and addresses were made by the DBishops of
Guastalla, Saluzz, and Savaunab.

The forty-eighth General Congregation met op
the 30th of April. The discussion of the Little
Catechism was countinued by the Archbishop of
Avigoon, and the Bishups of Lucon, Parma,
Autun, Mayence, Plrmoutk, Chiton, Treves,
and Secksu. The vote was to be taken on the
ensuing day, and the diccussion of the Schema
de Summo Pontifice was to follow immediartely.
THE LETTER OF THE ARCHBISHOP OF BALTI

MORE.

The Gazeite de France, tbe most violent
and unscrupulous of the hiberal Catholic jouroals.
publishes a letter said to have been addressed by
the Bishop of Sawt Lows and the Archhishop of
Cmciwonati to Mgre. Dupanloup, According to
this document, of whick we bave no reasen to
doubt the authenticity, these two American
Prelates say: * We are far from desiring to
condema or censure the motives which 1aduced
tbe wortby and learned Archbishop to publish
bis letter ;* and they add: % We willingly con-
fess that among the Pre!ates of the new Church
of the United States the great majority admn
Pontifical Infallibility.” And then they proceed
to argue against the definition. Our readers
may judge of the nature of their arguments from
the fact that they seriously ask bow the Trish,
% who form the mass and the support of the Ca-
tholic Church 1 United State,” will be per
suaded to admit that Pope Adrian 1V, who was
an Englisbman,  was infalible 1w giviog Ireland
to Heary I1?? They do not say which dogma
of the taith was defised by that act, probably
because the question did not occur to them. Bur
the omission is to be regretted. Perhaps we
may add, with due respect for these excellent
Prelate, that the exultation with which all such
arguments are received by the lawless and im
prous can hardly recommed them to Christians.
O.e of her veaerable colleagues has well ob
served, with ailusion to all who write agaist the
prerogatives of the Roman Pootiff, and his words
cannot be too often recalled :—% What kind o
apostles are lhose who come fo us with an escort
of all the enemies of the name of Jesus
Chnist I

{Concluded from our last.)

PASTORAL LETTER OF HIS GRACUE THE
ARHBISHUP OF QUEBEC (N TAE 0C04
SION OF EiS RETURN FROM IBE (ECUMR-
NICAL COUNOIL OF THE VATICAN,

OBABLR3 FPRANQIS BALLARGHON,

By the mercy of Gnd and the favor of tbe Holy
Apoatolic Ses, Archbisnop of Quebeo, Assistant,
at the Pontifical Throae, &c.

To the Clergy Secular and Regular, to tbe Religious,
Communiries, and to all the Faithfal of our Arch
diocese, Greeting and Benediction in Our Lord,

Now, Deurly Beloved Brethren, by asking and
obtaining from the Holy Fatker leave to retarn,
we have understood that we were not dispensed
with the obligation of contioming to cooperate,
as far as 1t depends upon, i the work of the
Council.

In the history of Councils there 1s an evident
fact, whick it is proper to potat out to you heres
it is the preponderating action of prayer. N’
doubt, consideration dud the most mature deli-
beration hold there a promnent place, so it must
be: for the promised assistance of the Holy
Ghost does not exempt from labor, and does not
demand the abdication of ecience and of reason ;
oo the contrary, 1t supposes and requires all
these : and it 1s truly in Councils that tbese two
great things, we mean scieoce and reason, mani-
feat themselves with most fecuodily and success.
there science 13 always gnided by faith ; and
reason always humbly subject to divine authority,
which ealightens, and preserves 1t from every
error : but it is not lees true to say the Council
18, above all,a work of prayer..

# Unless the Lord build the house, says the
prophe, they labor in vain that build 1t.  Unless
the Liord keep the city, he watcheth ia vain that
keepeth it,” (Ps. 126.) T
The edifice which the (Beumenical Couaell of

the Vatican labors to budd at preseat, s the

Holy 'i‘;lhple' of truth and justicé, ‘which needs

of God, ibat cannot defend ;?ts'e‘lff’llfnleva‘a't}_;_’e Lord |
prbtectit.‘ L T
- Itis true that Jesus Christ bas promised to
be, ali.days, with his. Church, even-to the con-

summation of the world, in ‘order to defend it
against all the attacks of hell, and to keep it for
ever from all errors; and s promises are 1m-
mutable : they cannot fail to be accomplished :
but the certainty of obfaimwng the divioe assist-
ance daes not dispense the Church from the ne-
cessity of imploring it : no more than the assur-
aoce, given to the just and to sinpers, never to
be wanting in sufficient grace does exempt them
from the obhgation of having recourse to prayer
and the virtue of the sacraments, which are the
ordinary means to ‘obtain this grace with more
abundance aod efficacy.

The pastors of the Cburch, gathered to-
gether in Council, do not cease to be, by them

seives, mea weak and uscertain 1o theiwr thoughts.
It 13 to the grace of Goad that it belongs to en

lighten their intellect, snd to raise up iber
thoughts, their words and thewr judgments to the
beight of the immutable and eternal trath they
must acknowledge and proclaim. It is prayer
theretore which is culled to work thiz miracle ;
and this it is easy to understand, when we pay
attention to the maoner in which the Council of
the Vatican places prayer atthe head of all its
deliberations.

Ta effect, behold all these bishops assembled
together in this Couacil. Belore discharging the
office of judges and of doctors in the [eith.
they begin by fulfilling the holy duty of prayer,
T'aese ministers of the Lord, these successors of
1he aposties have nevertheless spent their life 1o
the study of (God’s holy law; they are men of
higb intellect, wen of labor, profound doctors,
for whom sacred sciences have no longer any
secrets, and to whom po human scieace is
strange > aod nevertheless, when eotering into
the Council, they recall to mind that they need
to pray, and that they must, ahove all, be mec
of prayer.

After having each one i particular said his
Mass, they sall asust again, n the attitude of the
most profound recollection, at the boly sacnitice
with which each congregation opeps’its labors ;
there they unplore the light of the Holy Guest.
they pray for-the Ugiversal Church, that God
may exalt it, and give it peace; they pray for
the Sovereign Pontiff, the common Father ot
Pastors and fatbful, 10 order that the Lord may
protect and sustain bim 1 the sublime m ssion
which He bas confided to him of ruling the
whole Church: and that all the blessings, which
te gwes to the children of God, may be
foruified by alf those he recewves at His hands;
they pray for tkeir deer country, which they have
not ceased 1o love, in devoting themselves, in a
particular maooer, to the service of Ged and of
His Church, fially, they pray, with special fer-
vor, for their pecople from whom they are se-
parated for a time: for that portion of the flock
of Jesus Christ, confided to their solicitude, and
of which they must, oce day, render an account
to the Sovereign Pastor of souls.

Yes, Dearly Beloved Brethren, the faithful of
their dioceses are ever present in their thoughts
and io thewr prayers, and much more stil thao
elsewhere, there, at Rome and at the Counesl.
were tt is their holy mission to occupy them-
gelves, in a higher degree, with the salvation of
their respective flocks. Dearly Beloved Breth-
ren, you were therefore there preseat with us;

yes, you were there, 1n our mind and in cur
heart, at every instant of the day; but, above
all, a6 the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, which
wu offered up daily for you, and when assem-
bled, in the name of Jesus Chuist, in the general
Congregations, together with the other Fathers
of the Council and the Holy Pontiff, we joined
our prayers to theirs. And God knows with
what fervor we besought Him to be Himself
your pastor, to have mercy on you, to protect
you, tc preserve you in His grace and in His
love...... .
Would that you could, Dearly Beloved
Brethren, assist at this spectacle of ‘the prayer
of the Pastors of the whole Church, gathered
in Council! Oh!-how much you would be
touched and edified ! - There you would be con-
vinced that Jesus Christ is truly in their midst,
according to His promise, and that their pray-
er is truly the prayer of that Universal Church
to which he can refuse nothing. There, finally,
you would understand the influence of prayer
in the Council: that everything is there accom-
plished under the invoeation and by the inspira--
tion of . the Spirit of God, and, finally, how this
holy assombly is' different from political or
popular assemblages, which have no other guide
than human wisdom, and which are, alas! too
often, but the arend of human-passions.
Bat it is, above all, when the Sovercign Pon-
Lff presides himself at the sitting of the Coun-
cil, that prayer attains a grandeur capable of
striking the least attentive, and of moving the
most indifferent. Would that we had time to
make knowa to you, in 2 becoming manner and
80 as to edify your piety, those solemn suppli-
cations of the great reunions of the Council;
those affecting litanies in which the bishops,
called to define the faith, implore, with so much
fervor, the intercession: of those saints who
have defended it at'the prico of their blood,
honored it by their science, and glorified it by
the heroiam of their virtues: those invocations
80 frequent and so ardent'of the Holy Ghost,
source of every truth, of all charity, of all light

the divine dfchitect's ths'city 1t:Keeps, i the'city |

-and .words .of which - particularly

and of all strength, of all peace and of all juse
tica'; ‘author of ‘every ‘grace”ard of every. per-
feot gift.},, .. T T T TR

i But; there is, above all, a prayer,
A ‘affected wus.
Permit us to speak of it here: we heard. it, for

the Council of the Vatican opened, under the
invocation of Mary Immaculate. It was pro-
nounced by the Holy Father himself, = His
sonorous and pedetrating voice still rings in our-
oars, and we shall ever have before our eyes his
profoundly religious attitude while reciting it.
We have some idea of what recollection and
prayer is when we have seen the Holy Pontiff
Pius IX, praying in the (Ecumenical Couneil
of the Vatican, in concert with all the Bishops
of the world, in the name of the Church......
He then said, and all the Council repeated with
him the following prayer :

“ Behold us here, O Lord Holy Ghost, he-
“hold wus: It is true that the number and the
“¢ greatness of our sins should keep us far from
“ Thee; but it is in Thy name and at Thy call
“ that we are assembled. Descend upon us;
“ be with us, and deign to iafuse Thyself into
“our hearts. Inspire our actions; guide our
“ steps; enlighten our conduct ; in’order that,
** aided by Thy divine assistance, we may, in
¢ all things, render ourselves agreeable in Thy
“sight.  Be Thou alone the inspirer and
“ the author of our decisions, Thou who
“ alone, with the Father, 2nd the Son, possess-
“est a glorions name. Suffer not that we
‘ become perturbators of peace, Thou who
“ lovest sovereign justice. May we not permit
“ ourselves to wander away through ignorance,
“ be misled by human influence, corrupted by
“ interest or by personal considerations; but
“ unite us effectively by the gift of Thy grace
“ alone, in order that we may be ome with
“ Thee, and that nothing may cause us to de-
% viate from that which is trath. Thus united
“ in Thy -name we shall keep strictly, and in
“ every point, justice with that moderation
‘“ which is inspired by charity. May, here
¢ below, our judgments differ in nothing with
¢ Thine, in order that hercafter for the good
“ which we may have accomplished, with the
“ assistance of Thy grace, we may obtain the
“ cternal reward. Amen.”

What a sublime and holy prayer, Dearly
Beloved Brethren; all that could be desired
and asked of God, by the Fathers of an
(Ecumenical Council, is therein contained, and
most admirably expressed ! Thus you see, it
is therefore on God's grace, before all things,
that the Couneil intends to rely. It is on the
assistance of the Holy Ghost, whom it implores,
with so much fervor and confidence, that it
reckons and rests. It is then this:divine nssist-
ance, assistance promised and secured by its
prayers, which will give to its decisions and all
its decrees their authority, their strength and
their infallibility. Yes, its judgments and its
decrees will be truly the judgments and the
decrees of the Holy Ghost; and, in procldiming
them for the instruction and the salvation of
the world, the Fathers of the (Feumenical
Counecil of the Vatican may say, hike the Apos-
tles, in the first Council of Jerusalem : ¢ The
“ Holy Ghost has judged with us, and we have
¢ judged with him.”

From what we have just said of prayer in
the Holy Council, it follows, Dearly Beloved
Brethrer, 1© that, although we may not longer
take part in its deliberations, as we have had
the happiness to do during our sojourn at Rome,
it is nevertheless still in our power to assist in
its labors and in the accomplishment of its work
of regeneration, by praying according to that
intention; 2° that, not having ceased to be
part thereof, and to be counted among its mem-
bers, by the permission which we have obtained
to absent ourself, it is a duty for us to kee
ourself united in spirit and heart with those of
our colleagues who have remained present, and
to join incessantly our prayers to theirs, in or-
der to implore, with them and for them, the
light and the assistance of the Holy Ghost....
And this indeed we have not failed to do since,
to our great sorrow we have seen ourself obli-
ged to absent ourself from them; and this we
have formed before God the firm resolution to
do, with all the fervor of which we are capable,
until the end of this great Council....

Thence follows alco, Dearly Beloved Brethren,
that you can associate yourselves with the Fa-
thers of the Council; and have part in their
work, by praying with us for' them, Piety
makes it certainly a duty for you.. And this it
is which we have intended above all to make you
fully understand; in addressing to you this pas-
toral, and it is also by this that we shall
terminate.

Is it not for you indeed, Dearly Beloved
Brethren, as well as for all your brethren in the
fuith scattered over the world, that the (Bou-
menical Council of the Vatican has been con-
voked? Is it not about you and about your
spiritual welfare that the Fathers of the Coun-
cil are occupied? Is it not in view of
your dearest interest that they labor, by
applying themselves, a3 they do, in .seeking
rémedies for the evils which afflict the world,
agitate modern society, and cannot fail to cause
tho eternal loss of innumerable souls? Is:it not
you and your children that they seek to pre-
serve from this misfortune, by forewarning you
against 50 many errors and viees, which menace
the repose and' happines of families, as well as
the. peace and safety of nations? They havo
therefore a claim upon your gratitude, your
agsistance, and your pious cooperation, and
consequently upon the aid of your most fervent
prayers,

Continuo then to pray for the Holy Council,
Dearly Beloved Brethren, for we are confident
that you have already prayed according to that
intention, and that you have not ceased to do so,

'since the day on which we recommended it to

you, before our departure for the eternal City.
Yes, pray for the Council, and pray unceasingly :
pray for the Fathers of the Counoil who, on
their side, pray aud labor for you; pray, every.
day, morning and evening; above all, pray,
when you have the happiness to assist atthe
holy saorifice of the Mags, or to approach’ the’

|esorement.
. of, the’Council,
the Epiriﬁ "

the'first time, on that ever memorable day wken | y

: ; - . B .- a
+/By:then: PrEying'for the: Fathoyy -

ey are -t}_‘)e' paaﬁora:'-.,yzg .
the (Boumeniga] Coup.

_they,

- JOR pray for'the Chureh

‘mother, of ‘which th

H
merit of their work: fnally. i ireby
ghow that you are the tx{;eyz;il‘g;gntggmby
Charch, and. consequently the childreq of Gﬂ:le"
‘worthy of his blessings, through time and el; !
nity: bless:ggs of God, of which you hay, .
sure pledge in that of the Holy Father wh: o
His 'Y_lcar upon earth, whose benediction .
have Just announced to you, which he l:re
commissioned us to bring to you, and whih .
8ive to you, in his name, to-day: benedicti;w2
of God, which we wish to you and which wn
gu(xiself call ﬂ’c;\;n, with our whole heart, op youe
nd your children, and 1
most dear in this v;orld. o all that you hald
.{n cogclusion,t]Jfgarly Beloved Brethren, per
mit us to request from you a specia] ie
for this archdiocese, nnﬁ for o{ﬁself isguZ]fggt
prayers which you will offer for the (!ounc'(i
and for the Church,—for this archdiooes;
which must be dear to you and to s, and whigh
is certaialy most dear to us; for ourself be
cause, notwithstanding our unwo thiness, it h;-
pleased the Lord to confide it to our r-:olic'itudes
and to es_tabhsh us the pastor of your soyls,
That which we wish for ourself i neithe
health, nor leggth of life; it matterg little 1o
you and tous that weshould Possess good healt),
or live a long life; but that which is of infnite
importance for us, and that which we desire
and also ask, above ail things, is to lead g gomf
life, and to make a holy use, in the scrvice of
the Lord and for your good, of the little healg),
and the few years of life, which it shall pleast;
Him to still grant us, "Phat is the graco which
we conjure_e you to ask for us, in the name of
that charity which should unite the faithfu)
flock to its pastor, and ‘vhich binds us certajn]
to yﬁu1 liu the heart of Jesus. ¥
Shall this our present pastoral letter
and published, .at the I;n'one of all p}::(;o?}fiii
churches and chapels, and others where public
service is perfqrfned, and, in chapter, in all relj-
glous communities, on the first sunday after ity
reception.
Given at the Archbishop’s Palsce
under our signature, the segl of our n;cll(tzi?o‘::};zce,
and the countersign of our secretary, og the
tenth day of the month of May, one thousand
cight hundred and seventy.
t C. F., Arcusisuor o Queses.,
By order of His Grace,
Citanss Banrarazoy, Pr.
Secretary.

e

Fire ar QUEBEC.—Apain the sad fask de-
volvesupon us of recording another great calamity
that nas befallen the apcient capital of Capada.
About 1 a.m. on the morawng of the 24th ult.,a
fire brake out in a baker’s shop, a M. L'Ortie in
St. Francis Street. A suff Easterly pate was
blowing at the tume : water dil not arrive 1m-
medately : and as the houses, ucfortapately, 1
the quarter attacked, are many of them wooden
ouvildings the flames spread, in spite of the efforts
of the Fire Compantes, seconded by the citizens,
and a detackment of the 69th regiment, with
fearful rapidity. The district was wrapped in a
maes of fire, which included all that portion of
the St. Roch suburb between St. Ours Streets
aod that called du Pont. * Eotire blocks of
houses” says the Courrier du Canada, * dis-
apreared, the small mortuary chapel,a monu-
went memorable as baving been spared by the

P|last two fires, was swallawed up, and still the

flames swept on leaving ashes, terror, and deso.
tion bebind them.” For some time serious fear
was euotertained that the Marine Hospital was
destined to perish, but changiog its course tbe
fire spread to the yards cf M. Daldwin, and de-
stroyed to ships on the stccks, almost ready for
launchiog. Luckily towards 4.30 the gale broke
a httle ; aod the rain falling in torrents aided the
efforts of the Firemen, to subdue the Aames.
The number of bouses destroyed1s by some es~
timated at 500, though 1t is theught by others that
this 1s an exaggeration. Much of the property
was tosured, but the Cowrrier to whose graphic
accouat of the calamity we are indebted for these
details, estimates the loss at $324,800, Upon
the poorer classes, who too generally neglect the
precaution of msuring, the blow will fall most
heavily, 7

The Courrier spesks of the noble courage
displayed by the Sisters of the Congregation,
and thewr pupils ; and m a Card the same Sisters
return their thavks to the citizens ot St, Roch
to whose noble effarts they, alter God, attribute
the safety of themselves and property.

¢ If,” adds our contemporary, * the munictpal
autborities had enforced the building law, it 18
almost certain that the borrid scenes of Tues-
day would not have taken place,” May we
not hope that the law will io future be vigorously
enforced, and no more wooden buildings toler-
ated. : '

To CorRRESPONDENTS. — We must jnveke
the indulgence of ‘several correspordents, whose
communications we are compelled to hold over,
in order to have space for the detals of the stir-
ring events of the day.

The Iabrarian of the Cacholic Young Men’s
Soctety acknowledges with thanks the followmg
donations ‘to the Reading Room:—The New =
York Tablet, and Catholic World, for one.
year from Mr. Jaes A, Sadlier ; and the To- -

ronto Telégraph, for one year, from Mr Slepbep
TQuina, o T e fom TS



