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TH® LADIES JOURNAT.

A War Reminiscence.

It was in the year 18)3, onc of the
darkest periods of the war. The American
army scemed bound by sheer force ot num-
burs to crush out all oppesition. Toronto
had fallen. The disastrous battle of Mor-
avian Tawn had heen fought, Tecumseh, the
noblest of our Indian allies, was slain. The
heroic Brack had long since yielded up his
Jife. General Vincent, with asmall foree, was
compelled to retire towards Burlington
Heights, pursued by an arrogant and over-
whelming army of the invaders. Lawless
liordes roamed at will over the country.
Many of our volunteers had been compelled
to return home to provide good shelier and
protection for their loved ones. Yet there
wag no thought of yielding to the foe, and
all were ready to rally at the call of their
trusted leaders when an opportunity offered
for striking n sncecessful blow. At this time
a widow woman whomn we will call Mrs. L-—
resided near Lyons Oreck, in the county of
Welland, on a farm laid waste by marauding
bands, Many of her nearest of kin had suf-
fered and bled in bygone years for their
loyulty to the old flag.” Yet she was willing
=l to monifest her ‘foyu]ly hy all the law-
ful means in her power. Hence ske had
cheerfully consented that her only grown
up son should take his place in the ranks to
resist the foe from whom she had hoped the
soil of Canada would bea safe rcfuﬁe.

Having oceasion to visit & neighbor some
nules distant, she staried one morning ac-
companied by one of her sons, an active lad
of 12 years, who volunteered to go on in
advance and ascertain whether her pathway
was free from danger and insult from lurk-
ing foes. They had gone some distance, the
boy in advance, when suddenly he heard
some one conversing with his mother who
was concealed from him by a bend in the
road. Hastily returninghe saw by her side a
soldierly looking man whom he recognized
wsaw [l known oflicer of the Canadian
Militia, * Where did you come from *"'said
the boy, mortified iothink his sharpeyes had
failed to detect any lurking friend or foe,
* It might nwot be best for me to tell where
I canre from or where ] go sometimes, nmy
lad,” replied theoflicer, ¢ Well, you weren ¢
liere when I passed by,” saidtheboy. *“Pev.
haps no one clse was here cither,” saié the
oflicer, and sounding a whistle a dozen or
more men stood erect on cither side of the
roadway, all wearing the well Known uni-
form and cockade of the Canadian Flank
Companies. If the widow and son were
startled it was but for a wowent, for they
instantly realizeid that they were surround-
cd not by enemies but friends.  Continuing
the conversationthe oflicer said : ** You ex-
pect your son home to-night 2’ ** Yes, l am
sure he will come, replicd thewidow.”** Well,
tell him [ want him and all the members of
his company that ean be collected to-mor-
row night at D—Corners, Stamford road, 9
o'clock sharp !

He thenseparated his men and dispatehed
them to various localities commissioned to
speak o the proper parties the welcome
words, * Men, you are wanted ! to-morrow
night D—Corners, 9 o’clock sharp !

At this time there was an American bat-
tallion having a general good time of it not
many miles distant. With (as they suppos-
ed) no cnemy near thewm worth respecting.
They had such u *“make yourself at home’
sort of way about them that anecould fancy
they were impressed with the idea that in-
dividually and eollectively they owned the
whole country. Makingfree use of such sup-
plies as weve in veach, they were politic
enongh Lo ofler good inducements to the
farmers for additional supplies.

The day following the commencement of
our tale an old Dutchman appeared at head-
quarters with a fine lond “of cabbagas for
sale. He was received with much civility
and had no  difficulty in disposing of his
lond.

Having informed them that he had more
forsale they wrged him 1o come again next
day, but he had other important work to
attend to and conld pot promise to come.
He finally agreed to come that night.  When
about to drive away they informed him
that he could not come (o headquarters
without the countorsign in the night time.
He was much disgusted with such nonsense
usthe *compersign, “asheenlleait, butfinnlly
appeared to comprehend its meaning. There
conld surely be no doanger in giving the
important word to an honest old Duteliman,
w0 it was imparted to him cre he wended
his way homewnrd.

It may well be supposed the officers had o
hearty langh at the simplicity of the okl
Dutchman. They doubtless relished his cab-
bage, hawever, and well they might, for they
had paid Sor the same like gentlemen. They
sould not think of cheating an honos old
Dutchman, nor for o moment fanzy him
capable of cheating them.

As the shades of night are falling upon
the American campafter the vartous routine
duties pertaining to thesame are performed,
all is toon guict and peaceful within and
without its boundaries. Songs are sung and
tales ave told, and soon five or eix hundred
men lay down to rest and dreamn perchance
of honies fur away on the verdant slopes of
the Green Mountain's the banks of the Ohio
or in the beautiful valley of the Genessee,
Hoines which they should never have left
an a mission of spoliation and conquest
among o hitherto free and friendly people,
homes which many of them will never see
more.

A few miles distant in o sonth westerly
direction, n different scene might meet the
view of a close observer. Squads of men are
silently gathering towards a common centre.
They issue from lanes byroads and forest
paths, and smoug them the word is spoken
m whisper, ¢ D-Coruncrs, Stamford road,
pine o'clock sharp.”

At the common rendezvous a band of bold,
determined men are soon gathered fully
urmed and equipped for the eutertainment of
theic American visitors, and silently they
move castward at the word of command.

12 o'clock in the American camp and all
i3 quict save the regular tramp of the sentry
and the occasional distant movements of
patrol parties. Suddenly afew musket shots
about the camp, & wild alarm is raised and
hundreds of hewildered men spring to their
feet in dishabille to be confronted by gleam.
ing bayonets an hear the stern command.
** Surrender or we fire !

No true Canadian of the present day could
wish to gloat over the agony of a baflled and
defeated foe, hence we will not describe the
scene which followed. Garneau, the Cana-
dian historian, refering Lo this event says:
* The chief of an American battalien,think.
ing his men surrounded by a superior force
surrendered at discretion to licutenant
Fitzgibbon.” 1fthe annalsof the old settlers
ure true the Americans did not submig with-
out u desperate struggle. A majority of
thein surrendered. Otheramanaged to break
away and escape while many half naked men
made a most determined rush upon their
Canadian foes and met with a soldier’s
death npon the soil they had wantonly in-
vaded.

It is anoteworthy fact that at this eritical
period of the war three clever defeats were
inflicted on the enemy in quick succession
by our brave defenders, with very
limited means, namely, that of Harvey
near Burlington Heights, when Generals
Chandler and Winder were taken prisoners;
that of Fitzgibbon near Queenston, and the
surprise and destruetion of Black Rock by
Colonel Bishop.

Many tales of bravery and endurance
might be handed down to posterity of the
pioneers of our country, but chief among
them should always be the way Lieuten-
ant Ilitzgibbon played a Yankee trick npon
the \'unﬁees in the Warof 1812,

Sagacious Monster.

Authur Clay sends to the London Spec
tator the following instance of the sagacity
of the elephant. It was told me, he ssys,
by Mr. Quay—at the time a non-commission-
ed oflicer in the First battalion of the Six-
tieth rifles, but now one of her majesty’s
yeonien of the guard. In 1653 his regiment
was marching hiom Peshawur to Kopulvie,
and wasuccompanied by a train of elephants,
It was the duty of the mahout in charge of
each elephant to prepare twenty chupatties,
or flat cukes made of coarse flour, for his
charge.  When thetwenty chapattics were
ready they were placed beforo the elephant,
who during the process of counting never
attempted to touch one of them until the
full number wascompleted. On theoccasion
related by Mr. Quay one of the elephants
had seized the opportunity of his mohout’s
attention being distracted for & moment to
steal and swallow cne of the chupattics,
Whenthe mahont, having finished the pre-
paration, began to count them out he of
course discovered the theft and presented
hia charge with nineteen in place of the
usunl rumber, The elephant instantly ap-
preciated the fact of there beiug one less thun
he had o right 1o expect, and refnsed to
touch them, expressing his indignation by
lond trumpetings. This brought the con-
ductor of the elephant line (with whom Mr.
Quay had been in conversation) ou the
scene. Having heard the explanation of
the mahout, the conductor decided that the
mnhout was in fault for not keeping a
hotter Jookout, and ordered him to provide
the twentioth coke at his own cost. When
this was prepared and added to the pile the
elephant at onoe accepted and-ate them
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O .n.ard’s Liniment cures Colds, etc.

A Child's Corpse Preserved.

About one month agv vhe courts decreed
that the bodies interred in the Methodist
Protestant cemetery in Av-ndale, near Cin-
cinnati, should be removed, and last week
the work began.  Yesterdny morning an
iron casket about three feut long was taken
out of the earth aud placed in the vault. It
80 happened that the casketr hud a lid over
the ¢lass, and the Jid was fastencd by one
rivet only. 'This was rusted, however, and
at first the lid could not be moved aside
until one of the workmen happened to jostle
it a little roughly, when to his surprise it
sprung open and exposed to siew the re-
maine of & beautiful child that lay as if
asleep.

In theafternoon the remains were scen by
a reporter, who accompanied the casket to
Spring Greve, where it was re-interred after
being viewed by

THE ONLY LIVING LELATIVE

of the dead child, a sister, who still lives in
Cincinnatti. The story of the dead child, as
told by the sister (who does not wish her
name disclosed), i3 a strange orfe.  Said she :
““My sister died before I waa born. She
was_buried at first in Wesleyan cemetery
in November, 1836, but on that place being
abandoned the casket was remioved to
Avondale. It happened that at the time of
the removal—twenty-six years ago—I was
old enough to accompany my parents, both
of whom attended the removal. [T was
yuite small, but I recollect very well that
the lid was turned aside and that great
pains were taken to show me the body of my
deadsister. My mother declared thatthere
had not been a particle of changein the fea-
tures in the nine yeare. To me they seem-
ed rounder and plumper than they did to-
day. At that time the bair wasa rich gold-
en color, but I ace it haschanged to a dark
red. My sister was just ¢ years old when
she died. She was always a delicate child,
and was remarkably precocious. There was
no cmbalming, and the body was simply
wrapped in a shroud and placed in o her-
metically sealed casket, My futher and
mother have been dead many years, and I
am the only relative to accompany
LITTLE CLARA’S REMATNS

to their third resting place. I can cssure
you that it was not &n unpleasant task to
come out here and Bee my dpead sister, and I
am delighted to find her remainsso wonder-
fully preserved. When this removal was
made years ago my father took great care
to keep the discovery of the marvelous pre-
servation a secret from the public, and for
this reason it was never fouand out.”

The reporter scananed the features of the
dead child very closely. The color of the
skin has not changed in the least, and all
who saw it declared that the flesh was as
life-likeas could be. The delicate eyebrows
and eyelashes werestill intact, and even the
place of meeting of the hds could be seen
distinctly. A closer serutiny of the face
showed the open pores. The mouth was not
as perfect as 1t might have been, owing to
the body beingslightly twisted, presumably
by the frequant handling it had reccived.

UNDERNKATH THE CHIN,

as if pe?ing ont, could bo seen eomething
green. It resembled a rose leaf, but was
probably the end of a ribbon that had been
tied about the neck. The shroud was of a
delicate pinkish white color, and its texture
was plainly visible. All over it the nap of
the woollen cloth could be seen slightly
clevated, while the folds in the winding-
sheet were as perfect as whon finally leit by
the mother’s hands.

The hair, as has been stated, was of ared-
dish cast. It lay perfectly smooth over the
little head, and was parled and combed to
cither side, and had the appearance of hav-
ing been done only recently. The place
where the coffin lay was a low, ¢t spot.
The soil is a yellow clay, and when thegrave
was opened the casket was completely in-
cased in the sticky mud, which had to be
peeled off.  Everything about the body be-
tokened moisture, and little beads of water
could be seen standing on the hair and
shroud, while the face had a wet,” clammy
appearance and seemed to be of the consist-
ency of dough. Supt. Van Zandt, whois
attending to the removal of thebodies, is of
the opinion that if air should dtrike the body
it wonld dissolve aud lose its shape atonce.
1t is the opinion of all who saw it shat there
is nothing left but a thin shell,

London is full of highly-cultured entle-
men, both young and middle-aged, who are
able to do almost anything except carn a
subsistence.

A stern father in Keya Paha county, Neb.,
with e large family of girls, pas passed the
cold ediot that each beaun who freguronts his
domicile through the Winter mustcontribute
& load of aawed stove wqod.

White 8lavery in Russia,

The writers (for there are evidently more
than one) of the articles on Russia, which
have appeared in the Fortnightly Review un-
der the nom de plume of E. B. Lanin, bave
framed a terrible indictment against the
Government of that country, both fiom an

economic aad & moral standpoint. ‘The last
article, which is devoted to Russian finavce,
describes the racking of the peasantry ; and,

after reading it, the conclusion likely to be
arrived at is that whatever the oppression to
which the Jews in Raussia may be subjected,
their condition cannot be worse than that of
the peasants, who are forced to yield not
only their flocks and herds, their crops and
labour, homes and home-life, but also at last
their very life-blood, at the bidding of the
Czar. There has been, it is true, a rapid de-
velopment of industrial manufactures in the
Russian Empire, and the manufacturers
have wonderfully prospered under the Sov-
ernment’s commercial policy ; but there are
other important points of view from which
the economic position of a country may be
studied, aud the chief of these in the present
caso i3 the etate of agriculture, The agri-
cultural class in Russia is carrying on a
desperate ntruggle egainst adverse condi-
tions. The land has been rapidly losing its
productiveness, and has been in many places
thoroughly exhausted ; yet in proportion as
the profits have diminished the taxes have
been steadily increased, To pay these
taxes the peasant is compelled to
borrow at a high rate of interest, and
in some districts it has become
a regular custom for whole communities to
Yhorrow money for this purpose at 60 per
cent, interest, although we are told that 100
per cent. is the usual rate of interest, and
that in many cases from 300 to 800 per cent.
has been obtained ! Many wretches who
have borrowed money and repaid it several
times over have been obliged to sell their
labour for the ensuing harvest, and others
have been forced to toil for a number of
years in the service of tbeir ‘¢ bepefactor,”
who is called the *' soul-dealer.” These
dealers gcour the country in search of
children, whom they buy from needy parents
for a trifle and forward to St. Petersburg,
where they are resold fcr double and treble
the mouey to manufuacturers and shopkeep-
ers. Nothing even remotely approaching
prosperity is visible in any corner of the Em-
pire. Mendacity is b ing the profession
of hundreds of thousands. Moneyless,
friendless, helpless and almost hopeless, the
peasantry are rising up cvery year in tens
of thousands and migrating o the south. to
the west, anywhere, not knowing -whither
they are drifting, nor earing for the fate
that may await them. The moral effect of
these hard conditions upon the peasants of
the young generation is admitted even by
Russian newspapers to be truly horrible.
Sons persecnte their fathers, and drunken
fathers dissipate their pyoperty aod abundon
their familics to despair, ‘¢ This,” one Rus-
sian official says in his report, *‘ isnot a pro-
letariat ; it is & return to savagery. No
trace of any thing human has remained.”—
(Philadelphia Record.

Travellers in Egypt.

Just at the time when hotel proprietors in
the South of France and the Riviera are be-
moaning the fact that most of their hotels
are comparatively empty and their district
deserted, the hotel proprietors of Cairo and
Messre. Thomas Cook & Son are Javing to
exercise all their ingenuity to find room to
accommodate the great influa of visitors to
Egypt. The result is that at the present
time all the Cairo hotele are erowded, and
the mapager of onch has bad to take private
rooms for a considerable number of guests,
and Messrs Thomas Cook & Son have had to
throw open their large steamer Rameses, the
mail stenmer Amenartas, and the Oonus as
floating hotels to relieve the hotel proprie-
tors for & few days during the pressure on
them, which was considerablyangmented by
the large number of travellersfrom the Aug-
usta Victoria, who went to Cairo and visit-
ed Sakkara, the Pyramids, &c., and have
now left to visit Palestine. It may bemen.
tioned that betweon the 7th and 10th of
Feburary no fewer than 250 first class pas-
sengers left Cairo, under the arravgements
of Mesars. Thomas Cook & Som, for Upper
Egypt, including 32 by the regular mail
service from Assiout, and 33 by the new
mail service leaving Cairo. At the present
time Mossrs. Thomas Cook & Son calculate
tha they bave on the river and iu the hotels
at Luxur at leaat 700 travellers. Thisis the

test pumber of tourists that has ever

en recorded on the river at any one date,

and there is no doubt that the large amount

of money circulated in Upper Egypt will be

fully appreciated by che natives aud will be

of great benefit to the coun.ry. —{ Egyptain
Gazette.



