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\TE OF THE IRISH CHURCH AT THE RES-
g'mu'.\’l‘lw\' OF THE MONARCHY IN 1660,

(From Bistop Mant's "'Siﬂ_ri of the Church of Ireland.)

e episcopate of the Church of Ireland was again

Tus :l;fc?n:istj‘rg of four archbishops, and seventeen
completet or twenty-one prelates iu the whole; and so
i B.:',:,nh.d for the pext one hundred and seventy years,
h},\p..nu; 'w. and those not very material, modifications,
with but e principal were, that, in the year 1662, the
of ebich 0 B all diocese of Dromore, adj

- iration of the sm iocese of » adjacent

slpint ¢ Down and Connor, was intrusted to Bishop
w (hose © on account of his virtue, wisdow, and industry,”
Tarhor wred on his death in 1667 to the station of a
ot was Pl nd that of Cloyne, which was now, in
d"‘"““,,f{i{;g Cork and Ross, was again separated from
l“l';:. (g%, and so continued for the above-mentioned
'MFI‘! of one hundred and seventy years.
F?‘n . Church, however, i this her repovated state, was
"4 by powerful and determined antagonists; the
i who had brought her to the brink of temporal ruin,
:dm-ho were not likely to regard her restitution and
¢ with complacency. .
w?);:ge side m!' the Popish separatists, the members
f the Church of Rome m.ln:.lnnd, who were banded to-
p (ber by all their old obligations of Pupal supremacy,

-l domination, inveterate peculiaritics of beticf and
Pm:ﬁc'\- national as well as religious antipathies; irri-
*reover by a consciousness of the barbarities
ohich they bad lately inflicted on the Church of Ireland
in the persvns of her people ; by a sense of their own
u: at defeat, 20d of the loss which they bad sustained in
f contlict. both of ecclesinstical ascendcncy, and of
wruporal property and prosperity ; and by the anticipa-
uon of being enabled, perbaps, on some future more for-
woate vecasion, to assert their national superiority, to
claim their alicnated possessions, and to wreak a still
pore formidable vengeance upon those by whom they
bad been despoiled of what they fondly cherished in their
memories as their anciceot and hered‘nary rights.

Jt was no slight task for the Church to stand hgr
round against these opponents; to have succeeded in
making an inroad into their territories, and attaching any
of thetn to her cause, appears .hurdly possible. Spcqulu-
tioo. indeed, upon such cases is easy.  Upon the basis of
fancied analogies, corresponding, perhaps, in two or three
porticulars, but separated from each other by many more,
we may satisfy oursclves with raising an imaginary
structare, as il the cases of Wales or of the Norman isles
were generally applicable to the condition of Ireland.
Ot from a fev particular instances, attended by circum-
sances peculiarly favourable, we may be pleased with
drawing a gencrat conclusion ; as in reasoning from
Bishop Bedell’s partial success to the umversgtl conver-
ciou of the people.®  lIn trath, m_uch perplexity attends
every view of this important question, Aud the problem
«ill remains 1o be solved, whether at all, and by what
meavs, could the Church of Ireland, at the Restoration,
have succeeded in overcoming the numerous and power-
ful prepossessions of the Romish population of thq country
soder the dominion of their hierarchy, and attaching them
10 a purer profession of religion.

Of the aveution bestowed by the governors of the
Cburch on this ¢vil, and of their solicitude to provide a
remedy, there exists a palpable and perwanent testimony
in 2 celebrated work of one of the most cminent of their
tady ; for the Dissuasive from Popery was at this time
coufpm«l by Bishop Jeremy Taylor, in compliance \vit}l
the earnest entreatics of his episcopal brethren. And it
sands, and ever will stand, an imperishable monument,
amoogst many others, of the intellectual powers and
theolowrical treasures of its illustrious author, and is, at the
sme time, an incontrovertible historical record of the
sense entertained by his bLrethren in the cpiscopate, as
well as by himself, of the duty imposcd on them by the
growing numbers and strength of the emissaries of the
Church of Rome, “to run to arms, 1 mean,” be says, “to
the weapons of our warfire, to the armour of the Spirit,
to the works of our calling; and to tell the people-of their
peril, to warn them of the cnemy, and to Jead them in
the ways of truth, and peace, and holiness ; that, if they
would be admonished, they might be safe; if they would
not, they should be without excuse, because they could
wot say but the prophets have been amongst themy.”

It is as a document in proof of the sentiments and wishes
of the Church of Ireland at that period, as to workiug a
change in the religious character of the deluded Romaa-
ists of the country, that this work has beeco noticed. A
disewssion of the merits of the compusition would with-
draw us too far from our ilumediate subject ; but it may
be incidentally remarked, that if * this discourse be too
lonz and too learned to penetrate among the mountains
and into the cottages,” as judged by Bishop Taylor's ex-
cellent biographer, Bishop Heber, yet, in the judgment
of the same eminent writer, *“as furnishing the agents in
the work of conversion with arguments adapted alike to
the ignorant and the learned ;s with zeal increased in pro-
fortion to their own knowledge of the importance of the
truthy which they conveyed; and with that cclestial
amnoury of spiritual weapons, which his admirable know-
ledge of Seripture has supplied, it might have itself been
asource of light to thousands; a means, in God'’s hund,
of drying up the waters of bitterness, and removing the
Freatest obstacle which has existed to the peace and pros-
perity of tae empires.”

As an Dhistorical document, also, this ¢ Preface” of
Bishop Taylor is in another respect conducive to our pur-
Mse: namely, as supplying an authentick exposition of
he condition of the Irish Papists, ns presented 1o the
3ctual observation of so intelligent- and able a witness.
W}hc religions belief and practices of those, who were
‘ained in the profession of that which they were in-
sructed to hold “ as the only true religion,” the author
of1be Dissuasice from Popery has bequeathed to us the
follawing description :

- We have observed amongst the generality of the
Irish such a declension of Christianity, so grest credulity
W believe every superstitious story, such confidence in
Yanuy, such gronudless pertinacity, such vicious lives, so
liwte sense of true religion and the fear of God, 50 much
Qre 10 obey the priests, and so little to obey God ; such
tnwlerable ignorance, such foul oaths sud manners of
$wearing, thinking themselves more obliged by swearing
% the Mass-book than the four Gospels, and St. Patrick's
)lm-pmk more than aoy new one; swearing by their
?::.“'” soul, by their gossip’s hand, by other things

ich are the product of those many tales that are told

¥ ; their not knowing upon what account they refuse
10 come to church, but only that now they are old, and
Dever did. or their countrymen do wot, or their fathers or
Enndfathirs never did, or that their ancestors were
P:tﬂ& and they will not alter from their religion ; and,
2 o all, can give no account of their religion, what it is;
:"’._‘ they believe as their priest bids them, and go to

458, which they understand not, and reckon their beads
:‘L“‘!l the pumber and the tale of their prayers, and
- En: n:l"l,: :gg;:;nd cﬂlesl;’ é: Tent,and vigt St:] Pgtr'i;k:s
haly well pins and ribbons, yarn or thread, in their
st ooy and pray to God, St Mary and St. Patrick
“t Colambanus and St Bridget, and desire to be buried
:‘uh St Francis's cord about them, and to fast on Satur-

¥$ in honour of our Lady.
ree da:'l«e' and so many other things of like pature, we
which '-;‘"‘hal ¥e, being conscious of the infinite distance
don ltse things have from the spirit of Christianity,

that no charity can be greater than to persuade
o l;lﬂ?ple 1o come to our churches, where they shall be
i fb:i:"s“)ﬁfs‘:'azg of godly wisdom, of peace andtsgety
Lo i: ereas, now there are many of them
ies 209 Dot how to say their prayers, but mutter, like
parrots, words which they are tanght, but not
Pretend 0 ynderstand
e hishop then proceeds to give one particular in-
oo :e::s‘:‘"lf miscrable superstition and blindness:
mach l!ou!;‘l(el"" he relates, “ within a few months very
restor: ed with petitions and carnest requests for the
w"?g a bell, which a person of quality had in his
$ 1n the ¢ . .
¢ ime of, and ever since, the fate rebellion.
violeny ot EUESS at the reasons of their so great and
could pr::""’l;‘“n“)‘; but told the petitioners, if they
hag 10 ‘flh at bell to be theirs, the gentleman was wii-
tion 10 5’:. ¢ full value for it, though b2 had no obliga-
0 fap 3’23::;1',‘,“}',,“’ m;:a chailiilt,\;i, But this was
i ‘ N g them, that st ¢ importunity
Xreased, which made me ditigendy inquire pi:w the
. Heber's Life of Taylor, P cxis.
Preface to the Dissussive from Popers.

.

+ Hebers Lige of Taylor, p. cxxii.

ted moreoy

secret of it. The first cause. 1 found, was, that a dying
person in the parish desired to have it rung before him to
church, and pretended he could not die in peaceif it were
denied bhim; and that the keeping of that bell did
anciently belong to that family, from fatber to son. Bug,
because this seemed nothing but a fond and an unresson-
able superstition, 1 inquired further; and at last found
that they believed this bell eame from hesven, and that
it used to be carried from place to place, and 1o end con-
troversies by oath, which the worst men durst not
violate, if they swore upon that bell, and the best men
amongst them durst not but believe him; that if this bell
was rung before the corpse to the grave, it would help
him out of purgatory ; and that, therefore, when any oue
died, the fricnds of the deceased did, whilst the bell was
in their possession, hire it fur the behoof of their dead,
and that by this meaus that family wasin part main-
tained. .

* [ was troubled,” continues the bishop, “to see uonder
what spirit of delusion these poor souls do lie; how iuti-
nitely their credulity is abused; how certainly they
believe in tritles, and perfectly rely ou vanity, and how
little they regard the truths of God, and:how not at all
they drink of the waters of salsation. For the numerous
companics of priests and friars amongst them take care
they shall know nothing of religion but what they design
for them; they usc all means to Keep them to the use
of the Irish tongue, lest, if they learn Engiisys, they might
be supplied with persons fitter to instruct them. The
people are taught to make that, also, their excuse for vot
coming to our churches, to hear our advises, or converse
with us in religious intercourses, beeause they understand
us not, and they will not understand us, ueither will they
learn that they may understand and live. And this and
wmany other evils are made ter and more irremediable,
by the affrightnent which their priests put upon them by
the issues of their ccclesiastical jurisdiction, by which,
they now exercisiug it too publickly, they give thew
laws, not only for religion, but even for tenaporal things,
and turn their proselytes from the mass, if they become
furmers of the tythes from the minister or propriviary
without their leave.”

Some observations follow, indicating the character of
the religion thus prevailing, as an instrument of political,
as well as of religious, partizanship :

“I speak that which | know to be true, by their own
coufession and unconstrained aud uninvited narratives:
so that, as it is certain that the Rowmish religion, as it
stands in distinction and separation from us, is a body of
strange propositions, having but little relish of true and
pure Christianity, as will be wade mauifest, if the impaor-
tunity of our adversaries extort it; so it is here amougst
us a faction and a state-party, and design to recover their
old Jaws and barbarous manner of living, a device to
cnable them to dwell alone, and to be *populus unius
labii,” a people of one language, and unmingled with
.others, And if this be religion, it is such an onc as
ought to be reproved by all the severities of reason and
religion, lest the people perish, and their souls be cheaply
given away to them that make merchandize of souls, who
were the purchase and price of Christ’s blood.”

The truth appears to be that at the time in question,
as well as other times, the cause of the bondage of “ the
poor deluded krish” was the domination of the Popish
hicrarchy ane priesthood, who “ shut up the kingdom of
heaven against men.,” And accordingly Bishop Taylor
subjoins a charituble and bumble prayer to God, “to
accept and bless his well-meant labour of love; and that,
by some admirable ways of his Providence, He will be
pleased to convey to themn the uotices of their daoger and
their sin, and to deobstruct the passages of necessary truth
to them; for we koow,” he says, “the arts of their guides,
and that it will be very bard that the notice of these
things shall ever be suffered to arrive to the common
people, but ‘that which binders will hinder, until it be
token away.” lowever, we believe and hope in God for
remedy.”

With these her old opponents on one side, on the other
there were not wanting those who had no less animosity
to the Church, though of recent introduction, These
were the Protestant dissenters and separatists ; in ‘doe-
trine, absolute predestinarians, espousing the Calvinistic
system in all its fearful enormity; in their notions of
Church polity anti-cpiscopal ; in their modes of religious
worship anti-liturgical : whether English commonuealth’s
men, scttled under the protection of the usurping govern-
ment for the most part in the neighbourhood of Dublin
or Scottish Covenauters, who had passed over from the
opposite coast, and takea possession of the parishes in
the more northerly parts.

Of these some had probably settled in Ireland in the
carly part of the ceatury, and had cither continued there,
in a persevering separation from the Chaurch, without in-
terruption; or, after a temporary withdrawal to Scotland,
had returned with theiv prepossessions in favour of the
Presbyterian discipline and worship, confirmed by inter-
course with its original professors. Others in the capa-
city of chaplains hud attended the Scoteh regiments,
which were sent to Ireland during the Rebellion. ~ Others
had been commissioned b?' the Assembly of Scotland to
establish themselves in Ulster : and others had sponta-
ncously accepted invitations from particular congrega-
tions. Connected however by common antipathy to the
ecclesiastical polity of Eogland and Ircland, and devoted
to their peculiar views, for the maintenance of which
they were solemnly pledged by what they fondly deemed
a sacred, though in truth an irreligious and illegal co-
gagement, but which were essentially at variance with
the constitution and principles of the Church, these men
afforded a discouraging prospect to her members, espe-
cially to her governors, personally obnoxious as the
Iatter were to these gainsayers, but whose duty it never-
theless-was to maintain and extend her polity, her doc-
trines, and her ordinances.

THE MARTYRDOM OF JOHN HUSS.

—

The ceremony of degradation is thus deseribed by eye-
witnesses: Huss was commanded to put on the sacerdotal
dress, which Jay on the table.  This he readily did, merely
observing, as he put on the surplice, * Jesus was also ar-
rayed in white vestinents, and sent by P’ilate to Herod,
who set him at sought.” When he was completely at-
tired, seven bishaps, who had been appointed for this
special purpose, once more admonished himn to save his
life by changing his opirions. Huss answered them in
the same touching manner in which he bad formerly ve-
plied to Chlum and the Bishop of Ostia. There now
arose a universal ery, * Come down, thou obstinate here-
tic, come down.” He came down, when they immediately
snatched the chalice from his hand, exclaimiog, * Thou
cursed Judas, who hast rejected all offers of peace, and
has taken council with the Jews, shame to thee! Behold !
we herewith take from thee the cup of salvation und re-
demption,” Huss then replied: *Ltrust that God will
not only not deprive me of it, but that he will suffer me
to drink it this very day in the company of Jesus.” The
seven then proceeded to strip him of his clerical orna-
ments one by one, accompanying the removal of each ar-
ticle with an especial curse. When they were about to
violate the priestly tonsure, a difference of opinion arose
among the bishops, some requiring the scissars, others the
razor, to be used. Huss here turned to the emperor, who
was hereby awakened from a torpor, and said, ** My tor-
mentors cannot agree, it scems, on the method of torment-
ing me.” - At length, however, the scissars were deter-
mined on, and his tormentors having cut his hair in the
form of a cross, s3id, * Now he is degraded from the
sacred and honourable office of a priest, and from hence-
forth delivered to the secular powers to receive due pun-
ishment at their hands.” A pointed paper csp was then
exhibited, on which three devils were painted, and the
word, “ Arch-heretic,” written. This cap Huss suffered
them to place on his head, merely saying, “The crown
of thorns was heavier and more painful 10 Jesus.” The
scene now concluded by his persecutors exclaiming, “ We
commit thy souf to Satan.” *And [ to the Lord,” re-
plied Huss. The emperor then delivered the prisoner
from the bands of the priests into those of the Dake of
Bavaria, by whom Huss was immediately led from the
charch to the place of execation ; previously, bowever, to
which, he was compelled to witness the burning of his
own books in the churchyard. Huss stood still, smiling
at the folly of imagining that the destruction ¢ mere in-
animate books would necessarily involve that of the doc-
trine therein written.  According to the written testimo-
nies, even of his enemies, he 1o the last moment
of his life an astonishing dauntlessness of spirit, giving
friendly salutatioos to all avound him, and sssuring his

artendants, and the spectators, that, although a sacrifice

‘visible in cach marked and expressive face.

t
to injustice and hatred. he yet joyfully and willingly laid

down his life fur the truth.

Arrived now at an istand in the Rhine, where was as-
sembled a pumerous company of guards, eight hundeed
soldicrs from the Palatinate, and more than one thousand
of the militia of Counstance, he knelt down and said,
* Lord, 1 thank thee that thou hast heard we.  In thee
do I put my trust. O my rock, and my fortress, into thy
hands | commend my spicit.” The bystanders immedi-
ately gave utterance to a sudden focling of sywpathy, ex-
claiming, * This man is a Chrisdan. He ought to have
a confessor.”  But the unfecling chaplain of St Stephen,
loitering on horseback among the multitude with an air
of idle amuscwment, appensed the people by crying out,
* Good people, the church cannot absolve hereties”  ‘The
paper cap then falling from the head of the prisoner while
praying, his tormentors rudely covered his tace with it
saying, with a sneer, * It is meet that the devils and their
servants should not be separated.”  Huss, however, be-
sought his three jailors, near whom he accidentally found
hiself, that it might be removed. The moquest was
granted; and he thanked them for this act of humanigy,
in which he said they had shewn themselves more like
brothers than jailors.  He was now placed with his back
against the stake, and the different parts of his body were
bound with six wet cords ;. bosides whieh bis neck and
feet were fastened with an ivon chain. A member of the
council then present, having remarked that the martyr
was placed facing the east, he was, at' the command of
this person, turned towurds the west; wood and straw
being afterwards piled round the stake, up to the Kuces
of the sufferer. An old peasant, thinking to propitiate
heaven, hastily brought wood, which he called * heretic’s
food.” Rut luss, on seeing this, was moved with com-
passion, and exclaimed, with a sigh, ** O holy innocencet”
The Duke of Bavarin then riding up to the stake in com-
pany with a marshal, and warning Huss not to leave the
world without abjuring his ercors, the reformer exetaimed
in a clear vaice, ** What crrors wmust [ abjure? 1 haveever
taught acconding 1o God's word, and will still hold fast
the truth, which 1his very hour 1 shall seal with my
death.”  Astonished at a firmness of which he had no
conception, the duke clasped his hands over his head, and
with his companion hastily fled away from the scene.
The pile, which was set on fire on a given signal, was
soon 1n flames, and the martyr no sooner beheld the blaze,
than be began to sing the first verse of an old hymn.
After the words, “And take me to thyself to live with
thee for ever,” his voice was stifled by the smoke. Fora
few moments his lips still continued to move. as if' in
prayer. llis head then sunk on his shoulder, and his
pure spirit svared, as it were, from the ashes of the martyr,
to the gates of heaven; whilst his famne is still cherished
and honoured upon carth.

When the smoke and flames had somewhat subsided,
the upper part of the budy was discovered half-consumed,
the intense heat having wholly consumed the rest. . With
savage fury the exceutioners threw down the stake, de-
molishing all that remained of the body with elubs and
pokers.  Even the heart, which the fire had not tonched,
they roasted on a spit, aflerwards kindling a fresh fire to
consmmne the whole mass. The clouk also, and other

arments of Huxs, they had set aside; but Duke louis
icaring of this, and foreseeing they might become preci-
ous relics to the Bohemians, by means of large bribes,
with difliculty prevailed on the people to conmumit their
booty also to the fiumes.  When all was burnt, they were
not content with reerely removing the ashes, but digging
up the carth where they had lain, to the depth of four
feet, they rlnced the whole heap npon a cart, and threw
it into the Rhine; and the spot has, till very lately, been
regarded by superstition as accursed ground.—Zrom «
Memoir of Huss, translated from the German, by Margaret
Anne MNyatt,

THE TOMB OF EDMUND SPENSER.
(From the New-York Churchman.)

* & + » A gplendid gallery of antique pictures has
Spenser poainfed.  Some wizard wand appeared ever wav-
ing in bis hand. 1lis imagination revelled in fairy fanta-
cies—in the romantic scenery of nature; or it associated
itsclf with forms of peerless valourand consuminate heauty
allied to purity of mind. Thus his pages teem with scenes
of vivid lovehness, the ideal conceptions of his waking
dreaws. ‘These pageant-like illusions kaunted his brain,
sleeping or waking, and made him the chronicler, as it
were, of dream-land—the poetical historian of unreal, yet
iostructive visions. His fancy led him to coutemplate
the decp shady twilight of old grny forests, the hauut of
the hamadryad, where the diamond dewdraps glitter among
the emerald grass, ‘These dainty and secluded bowers
were to him the by-paths of the wandering knight and
clfin dwarf—that led to the sacred and solemn retreat
of Uva—*heavenly Una, and her milk-wbite Jumb."—
Gorgeous and beautiful was the colouring of Spenser's

ictures when he saw fit to spread his glowing tints over
Ris delicious landscapes, or the allegoric virtues.  No poct
has made vice more repulsive and disgusting, by a proper
and judicious exhibition of hateful and loathed deformity.
‘L'he skilful waster of a magic art, displays his claborate

roductions, and we admire, love, or detest, as the sub)cct
1mpresses itself upon the mind, or awakens varied emotions
within the heart.  Shall I not pause here o moment and
read the name of Spenser, and recal his fanciful imagery,
or revive a single passage in the poet's life or death?

Can } leave this abbey [that of Westminster] without a
passing reflection upon a name rendered famaus by genius
and talent? [ cannot.  Truly was Spenser o bright light
in bis day, not only from his learning, endowments, and
worth, but his abilitics were also eminently displayed in
the active walks of life. 1fis merit must have been con-
spicuous, otherwise be would not have heen the intimate
friend of Raleigh and Sidney. They esteenmed, loved,
and honoured lim. His life partook of sunshine and
shadow. Themystery nttendingits close, whether through
grief or calamity, remains to this day 8 subject of conjec-
ture, and tends greatly towards giving a deep interest to
the name of Spenser, perhaps more so thua if the real
cause of hig death were truly known. [ muse and specu-
late upon the various causcs assigned for the poct’s death,
whilst scated beneath the ancient mural wonument of
Michael Drayton, the author of “Polyolbion,” and “1le-
roic Epistles,” who, as his epitoph sets forth, “exchanged
his laurel for a crown of glory, anno 1631." I scein wafled,
as it were, back into the age of Queen Elizabeth, nithough
not out of this Gothic nook. The imaginary sound of
heavy and measured footsteps fall upon my ear, and echo
among these aisles and fretted ceilings. A burial train
appears to be slowly approaching the spot where T am
suting. 1 behold a poet’s funeral, cven that of Edmund
Spenser.  Strange and antique is the dress of this visionary
company. It is the picturesque costume of the LEliza-
bethan age that § amm bebolding.  The contemporary l)oels
of Spenser are amoung that mournful compuoy. They
bear the pull, and are conspicuous mourners.  Rare Ben
Jonson is here, and walks pensively beside the body.—
Shakspeare also, with sedate and thoughtful countenance,
moves onward with the procession. Statesmen and cour-
tiers, eminentand reoowned, follow in the train. It seems
a remarkable assembly—the gathering of men famous for
wit and wlent. When all arrive at Poet's Corner, the
whole throng stand solemnly and silently in groups around
the open grave. ‘L'he burial service, I thought, had been
performed. The brotber burds are seen casting their
poetic offerings upon the coffin, whilst sorrow is plainly
They are
consigning one whom they respect and honour 10 the
silent tomb. ‘They are taking leave for ever of one who
had loved intensely all things bright, and fair, and lovely.
It is a sad task they came to perform. But they do it
with feeling hearts and with falling tcars. Tbey come
to bury Spenscr, and to fling the incense of praise and
admiration over the cold and inanimate—over silent ashes!
What hononred obsequies! What a crowd of renowned
men! What an impasing spectacle, so truly in accord-
ance with poetic snd classic observance! How much
emotion and generous feeling is expressed in this farewell
offering and homage to departed worth! Rarely has such
a funeral scene been witnessed here.  ‘Ibere is such mean-
ing and respect intended in the votive scroll dedicated to
the memory of the gifted dead, and now flung upon his bier,
Grand, dirge-like bymos are stealing over the hearis of
the poets who stand around the silent remains of Spenser.
Ben Jonson, methought, gave utterance to that serions
bymn so full of ienderness and sorrow:—

“8low, slow, fresh fount, keep time with my salt tesss;

Yet slower, yet, O faiotly, gentle spriogs?

List to the beary part the mosic bears;

Wo weeps out ber decision, when she sings.

Droop berhs and flowers;
Fall grie€ in showers;
Qur beautics are not curs:
O could 1 stil),
(Like melting snow upon some eraggy billy)
Drop. drop, deop, drop,
Since Sumraer’s pride is now a wither'd daffodil.*

“Quictly, oh! quictly may he sleep®™ 1 thought were
the atfectionate words of Shakspeare.  And then T fincied
I heand the wonds of the funcrul dirge in Cymbeline,
stealing from his lips :— )

* Fear no mwre the heat o' the sun,
Nor the furious winter's mges;

Thou thy worldly tark hast done,
Home art goue, and ta'ca thy wages:
- L] L] L d .

Fear no more the frown o° the great,
Thou art past the tyrant's steoke;
Care no mare to clothe and cat;
To thee the recd is as the oak:
The seeptre, learning, phyasie, must
All follow this and come to dust,”

With the cthereal sonud of this last requicmn floating afar
oft until it svemed to die away among these gray arches,
faded also this visionary assembly, 1 loolu-s around to
catch another glimpse of this remarkable company—for
the men of wark and celebrity who had but this instant
stood before me, and upon whom  secmed to have been
intently gazing—but they had “melted into thin aiy,” and
1 saw nothing save the antiquo wmonument of Spenrer in
view. [ drew vear to read the inscription, which ran ne
follows:—

“Heare lyes (expecting the secoud cominge of our
Saviour, Christ Jesus) the bady of Edmond Speuser, the
Prince of Poets in his tyme, whose divine spirit needs
noe othir witnesse then the works which e left behinde
him. He was borne in London, in the yeare 1533, aud
died in the year 1393,

The reader of the * Facrie Queen™ looks at this time-
stained picce of marble, and it reminds him of the quaint
and almost obsvlete language of Spenser.  Both digplay
antiquity upon their faces.  ** Vet 1 this hour Speaser is
a spring of English inexhanstible, from which alt the
leading poets have drawn, and which is still fresh and
sparkling.”+ Thus is he vemembered. Thus will his
epitaph be read and his tomb looked upon with interest,
for the beholder is aware that herw lies the poetienl father
of Raligh, Sidney, Shakspeare, Milton and Thomson,~—
11e will cousider also that bere is interred one, who—in
an age when poetical taste was loose, mephitie, and with-
out restraint—gavo a serious and moral character to must
of his ¢fTusions,—who sought to refine and edify when
he produced his greatest and tast work. ‘That Spenser
lawmented the light wit and looso character of his carly
muse, is apparent; amd it is contritely expressed in that
beautitl “Hymne on Heavenly Love,” ll alio appears
in that moral one on * Heavenly Beautie.”  They breatho
alike a pure, calm spirit of devout humiliation and religions
sensibitity.  What can be more so thun his invocation 1o
the Deity in the latter » Hymne?"'—

* Youchsafe then, O thou most Almightye Spright!
Fram whom all guifts of wit and knowledge How,
To shed into my breast some sparkling light

Of thine eteenal truth, that 1 may show

Some little beames to mortall cyes helow

Of that immortall Beautie, thero with thee,

Which in my weak distraughted myud 1 see,”

We grieve with Warton, “that envious time should
mar the lov'd strain,” or **cast his dim disguise™ upon
any thing so fuir and bright as the “ Facrio Queen,*—
Yet the splendor of that unique poein lingers aronud v
still,  Still do his green wouds nnd dappled fields ook
fresh to us,  Siill do his huge caves, scooped out of the
dark and mossy rocks, look gloomy and savage: for they
scem to he yet the abiding places of Despair and Mammon.
Mis acrinl castles appear in view, and hang or loowm up in
mid-air, His bright armour-yclad knight, and allegoric
characters, live before the eye in perpetual or supernatural
colours. Thus has Spenser identified bimself in the mind
of the reader of his * Facric Queen.” And his tomb,
though unaderned and much deeayed by tme, Jike his
own rare poetry, possesscs the fuscinating power of arrest-
ing the beholder, and suggesting pleasant glimpses of the
mst, cven through the medium of quaintness and singu-
arity. ’ D.

TBE PRAYER BOOK A HELDP TO MISSIONARLES.

At the very moment that Preshyterians in America were
pressing Bishop Hobart with the trinmphane question,
“Qf what usae is the Prayer Book in converting the hea-
then?"—at that very moment were Presbyterian mission-
aries in the East engnged in translating into those foreign
tongues that very bovk, 88 heing the grentest aid they could

Cnglisl) Ccclesiastical Intelligence.

THE NATIONAL CHURCH IN THE COLONIES,

Ata nwclil\sl of Archbdishops and Bishops, held at
Jambeth, on the Tucsday in Whitsun week, 1841, the
following declaration was agreed to by all present :—

» We the undersigned Archbishops and Bishops of the
united Charch of Bagland and Ireland, contemplate with
deep concern the insuflicient provision which has been
hitherto wade for the spiritual care of the membersof our
uationnl church residing in the British colonies and in
different parts of the world, especially as it reganls the
want of a systematic superintendence of the clergy, and
the abseuce of those ordinances the adwministmation of
which is committed to the episcopal onder.  We therefore
hold it to be our duty, in compliance with the resolutions
of a meeting convened by the Archbishop of Canterbury
on the 27th of Aprit tast, to undertake the charge of the
fund for the endowment of additional hishoprics in the
colonies and to become respousible for its application.

* On due consideration of the relutive clams of those
dependencies of the empire which require onr assistanee,
weare of opinion that the immediate erection of bishoprics
is much 1o be desiredl in the following places +— Now
Zenland, the British possansions: in the Mediterranean,
New Brunswick, Cope of Good Llope, Van Diewan's
Land, and Ceylon.

* When competent provision shall have been made for
the endowment of these bishoprics, regurd must be had
to the claims of Sierra beone, bHritish Guiana, South
Austrulis, Port Philip, Western Australia, Northern
tudia, and Southern India

“Mn the firit instance, we pmrow that an cpiscapat
sce be cstahlished at the seat of goverument in New
Zealand, otfers having been slremdy mado whiol appear
to obviste all diticalty as to endownent.

L Qur next objeet will be to moke a sinilar provision
for the congremtions of our own communion established
in the islands of the Maditerranecan, and in the countries
bonlering upon that sea s and it is evident thay the position
of Malta is such a3 will render it the most convenient
point of communication with' them, as well as with the
bishops of the ancient churches of the cast, o whom our
church has heen for conturics known only by name.

* We propose, therefore, that a sve be ixed at Valeuta,
the residence of the English Government, and that its
{urhdicliou extend to all the clergy of our church resid-

ug within the limits above specificd. In thin clty,

through the munificence of her Majesty the Queen
Dowager, a chiurch is in course of ercotian, which, when
completed, will form a suitable cathedral.
*Our attention will then bo directed to the countries
named in the foregolng lst, without bluding ourselves
to the exnct onler tharvin Rllowed, or precluding our.
seives from granting assistance 1o any place where means
may be found for the carlier endowment of a bishopric,

* In no ease shall we proceed without the concurrence
of ler Majesty's government ; and wo think it expedient
to nppoint a standing connnittee, consisting of the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, the Archbishop of York, the Avch-
bishop of Armagh, the Archbishop of Dublin, the Bishop
of Loudon, the ﬁliuho of Durbam, the Bishop of Win-
chester, the Bishop of Lincoln, aud the Bishop of Ro-
chester, with full powers to coofer with the ministers of
the Crown, and to armngo measures, in concert with
them, for the ercetion of bishopries in the places above
cnumerated. .

“ Wo appoint as our Treaanrers the Hon. Mr, Justico
Coleridge, the Venermble Archdeacon tiale, mnd Mr, W,
E. Gladstone, M. 1%y and av Hou. Secretary the Rev,
Erncst Hawkias,

“ For the attalnment of these most desirnble objects, &
sum of money will ho required, largo ns to ite netual
smount, but small when compared with the means whioh
this country possesses, by the bounty of Divine Provi-
dence, for advaucing the glory of God and tho welfare of
mankind.  Under a deep feeling of the sseredness and
importance of this great work, and in the hope that
Almighty God may gracionsly dispose the hearts of his
servants to « correspordding measuro of liberality, we
carnestly recommend it to the good-will, the assistancc,
aud the prayers of all the members of our church.

* V. Cantuar, “]J. Ely,
J. G. Armagh, . E. Sarum,
C. J. London, E. Norwich,

T, Hereford,

J. Lichtield,

C. 8t David’s,

G. Rochester, 1" N. Chichester,

E. Linndaff, R, Derry and Raphoe,
J. ). Gloucester & Bristol, 1. V. 8odor and Man.

“ We, the undersigned, desire to express our concur.
rence in the foregoing declarution :—
* E. Ebor, C. T, Ripon,

R. Dublin, G. Peterborough,

G. 11, Bath snd Wells, 1. Worcester,

J. Lincol R. B, Clogher,

E. Dunelmn,
C. Winton,
C. Hangor,

have in converting the heathen ; and what is more, g
the translation of it to precede, in some inat , that of the
Scriptures themselves, 18 an expedient introduction of them
to the narrow and bewildered ninde of the hesthen.—
Under date of September 4th, 1817, Dr. Morrison, the
“ Apostle,” s hie has heen termed, of China, thus writes
home (hisnself a dissenter) to a 13oard of Disscnters:—
“1 have translated the Morniog and Evening Praycrs just
o8 they stand in the Book of Common Prayer, altering
only those which relnto to the rulers of the land. These
1 am printing, together with the Psalter, divided for the
thirty days of the month. | intend them as a help to
social worship, and as affording excellent and suitable
expressions - for individual devotion. The beathen, at
first, requires helps for sociul devotion; and to me it
appeared, that the richness of devotional phraseology, the
clevated views of the Deity, and the explicit and full
recognition of the work of our Lord Jesus Christ, were
so many excellences, that & version of them into Chinese,
as they were, was better for me than to new-model them,”
DBishop Hoburts Life, pp. 383, 384,

CHURCIH EXTENSION AND CHAPEL EXTINC-
TION.

1a conversation with a Baptist minister, 1 was looking
round this neighbourhood, snd said, et us now exumine
Tambeth and the borough of Southwark, and inquire what
are the scenes exhibited bere of the blessing of God upon
the violent proceedings of dissenters.  Firat—llolland
Chape), Brixton, Here Dr. Styles preached. Dr. Styleshas
been removed, and the chapel is vow taken and occupied
by the Church of England. Sccond—Vauxhall Chapel;
Hev. Mr. Moor, Here I bave preached many times; but
ulas! this also has beee deserwed, and is now advertised
as St. Puul's Episcopul Cha Third-—Kesnnington
Chapel; Rev. Mr. lfunt, ‘This is also given up by dis-
senters, and has now exhibited in its front, as you come
from Kennington Common, Lpi { Chapel. Fousth—
London-Road Clapel; Rev. )’I'r. ;hrper. This is now
belonging to the Church of England. Fifth—Verulam
Chapel, near Bethlehem Hospital, built by Rev. Mr, Lacy,
has gcn set apart for the Church by the Hishop of Win-
chester, und will be shortly opened for the Establishment.
Besides this, the Temperance Hall, near the Elephant and
Castle, was a dissenting chapel. Seventh—Lant-Street
Chaped hus been converted into a broker's warehouse and
shopfor furniture. And besides these, Dr. Rippon's Jurge
chapel, Carter J.ane, Tooley Sireet, and lrean-Street
Chapel, Tooley Street, are bath pulled down for the rail-
way, and they hive no substitute in their places. | say
nothing of the north side of the Thames, where ] could
write chapel extinction also to a great extent ; but { have
confined my attention to Lambeth, chicfly within a few
minutes walk from this 'lec. where the Charch of Eng-
land bas possesion cf five dissenting chapels. --Tic
Lditor of * The Suilors’ and Soldiess’ Mugazine,” a Dis-
senting pullication.

* The funcral of Spenser was attended by all the distinguished
literary men of bis dsy. The most renowned poets paid their
respects (ancosding to the sccount of Camden) by throwiog
clegisc verses into hiy grave.  His obsequics must have been
very solemp, striking snd interesting; probsbly more so thso
any Englieh poet on record—for Spenser lived in 8 poetical sge.
The originsl monument of Purbeck stone, was erected by Anne,
Countess of Doseet, some shirty vesrs after his death.

t Rev. George Csoly s 1ntroduction to the English Poets.

. v
W, Su. Asaph,
. Carlisle,

J. B. Chester,
R. Oxford,
H. Excter,

J. Elphio,

It. Down snd Counor,
Stephen Cashel,
Charles Meath,”

Puorrerant Surprour or Porgrr.—A maguificent
building has recently been erected at South Shields, which
is 10 be conseerated for the })erfomnce of religions ser-
vice according to the rites of the Romwsn Catholic Church.
300 years have elapsed since the abominable delusions of
Popery were ndvocated in this towns and the attempt th
erect a Roman Cotludic church would have signally fuilid
in thiz_instance, had not the subscriptions been vastly in-
creased by the misplaced liberality of sevcral wealthy Proe
Lestunt yentemen. i .

Rev., W. 11, Woodward, Minister of the Independent
Chupel, Eign Brook, Hercford, delivered a farewell ad-
dress o his congregation ou Tucsday evening last. It is
underatood that he is about to be ordsined & clergyman
of the Church of England., In addition to great wlents
us a public speaker, Mr. Wood ward is devoted to scientific
and literary pursuits.  1le took an active part in theesta-
blishment of the leseford Mechauics’ Institution, of which
he is one of the vice presidents, and he will be & very
useful sequisition both to the Church and to socleties
established for the pruomotion of proper kpoowledge.—
DBristl Stawlard,

The Primute of Irelund has lately resigned His rectorial
tithes at Donnghadee, smounting (0 £350 per apnum, in
order that he way sugment the incowte of the present
vicars and slso assist In endowing the new church at
Carrowdore, which church, fogether with the pamnuge
house, will be erected at his Grace's sole expease. Tho
Rev. Henry Btewart, latcly appointed (o the new:church,
was for many years a Inborious clergyman in the dioceso
of Armugh,

Dean ov York.—The scnitence of dcprivation pro-
nounced by Dr. Phillimore, Connnissary of the Archbishop
of York, sgainst the Dean of York, has been set aside by
Jord Denman in the Court of Queen's Bench—on the
ground that the Commisssry bad exceeded his Suriedic-
tion. The Dean has beco roceived st York by his friends
with much scclamation : but it is 10 be regretted that the
Archbishop could not be legally sustained in the course
he had taken to remove scandal from the Church.,

John Gladstone, Eaq., who recently built s church at
his own cost in Leith, is now about to build another church
in Liverpool, to contain 1,000 sittiogs, 100 of which wre
10 be free for the accommudation of seamen, and 30 for
the aged and infirm poor. The endowment from the
worlhy gentleman will be £2,000, which it is expected
will produce £100 per apuum. The Chburch s 1o Le
lighted with gus, and, including the ptice of tbe land
(abaut £1,306), the whole cost will be £5,000, lt' is Mr.
Gladstone's intention o build s house for the Minister,
with two schools for the children of the ueighbourhood.

Conviaxations.—On Wednesday morning the Lord
Bishop of Winchester held s confirmation at St. Matthew's
Church, Brixton, at which 615 young persons received
the rite.  Ju the afwernoon his Lordship also held a con-
Srination at St Mary’s Church, Lambeth, when upwatds
of 2000 young persons were confirmed,  After each ser-
vice bis lordship delivered an agpropnnw address to his
youtbful suditory. His lordship was attended by his
chaplain and the whole of the resident clergy of the dis-

trict. Op both oceasions the churches were crowded to

! excess.
! Cuorcr or BcotrLaxp —A Committee of the Presdy.
: tery of Glasgow, appointed to examine into the allegation



