) Our C‘od our Futher, 'dur
T Saurce \\'hcnc«- we sdme,

* THEY RECEIVED 'nw woxm wrm ALL nmmmbs 05‘ MIND AN i) SEARCHED THE, scmp'x‘um $ DALY, WHETHER

car oy

55V 22No. -
10 Agadh i

i

dur, elcnml ALY L
whd whither we return ; 4

"sbiG OF THE NEPLEMED: <.

,Wha made the heaven, who made the Howery Liud,’
“Thy worka all praise thee ; ‘all thy ‘angzele pr.nsc

- Thy saints adute, andon thy ‘itars bum .

/The fragrant incanse of perpetual love..

f X

£ % {atp, U thy vétce on hith !
~And londest, ye redeemied ! prlory to God.
..And to-the Lamb,who bougrht us with

~r’l‘he)- raise thee now.: their liearts, their. voxcca

praise,
nd awel} the r;\plﬂrr of the glorious wn;i
-:hnut, anpels shout!

his blood

From every kindred, nation. people, tongue §
And washed,® and :nncnﬁe« AR s.wml our souls ;
~ “And gave us robes oflindn puré; und erowns

Or life; nml madu, uvkmgv arid pru-sls to God.
R A 5"“

Dollok.

~rire eHRGH I OF. CHRIST,

]ﬂ 1Ts 3!!NG, ANX) lh 178 RELATION 10 !JH"XRELY

 APHROINTLD ORDINANLES.

Tha Sermon bcfmc the Dircetors of the Proles-

B

tant F;nsco al' Saeicly for the ‘Promotion of

Leangelica Knouledge, at- their annual

meeting in the Church of the Epiphany, I’I:xla-

drlplua, October 25th, 1848,

¢ Tite Riens Rev, Cnannxs P Meluvaineg,

D. D, Bishop of: the Protestant Episcopal
Chureh in the Diocese of Obio.

4 Then David said, This is the house of the

‘T

Jorit God, and this is the altar of the burat-

offering, for Istael.t =] Chron. xxii. 1.

it
1
a

fc

O

Tt wns byiuo wicans @ secomlary. matter
nder the dispensation of the fevirieal taw,
i kinow mhat was the house of the Lan,
nd mhat was the altar o) the lmrnt-ulh'rmg
i laruel,

There was hut one lmmc, and vne nll'lr
{ burnt-offering. No savrifice was aceepted

that was not h.nughl to the door of the -vne,

n
()

nd sanetified by being offered upon the
ther. Al that was peoaliar to that dispen-

“gation was centeiedan that house and alar,

Al that pcrl.\mwl v an Israehte,

HERII

Teraclite, depended on: his ennnection thore-

. with,

R
b
n
J

Henee,- the - question between the
aws sud Samariting as laid for Jecision
efore our Lovd by the woman of Samaria
amely, whether men “ought to waorship at
aruralem, or on Mount Gerizitn, — whether

“the teue hotse wud altar were in the one
maunt or,the ut.n r. was viial qll('-dnu {o

]
A

share/in the peedliar pris
And hence

1 whio desired s
flegen of thi cersmonial Taw.

he decision of That question_had- not: been
- Jeft to- hinmin appaintinents o COHJ"(‘“)RS

1
(i
Shi

fﬂt <:gns {

E h

tent: aflhc

noevery prriolaf the history “of the leviticeal,
ispengation, Gl had visitiy x!cdarcd where
i hduse and what his ah'«r was, by mani-
e ,mbcr-
acle. was rwl‘(up, aud llu aliar] lhorom. :m:i

ppmnlm*-nt

" (Bxoxl 31
-rcby the,

‘use nf lho'Lnrd nur Gad, ‘iu'nl l'hys is thc
witar af the birnt- nfTvrmq (nr Trach.?

And \\hvn in-pace of the hbvrmcl.. nf

lhc “wile k'rn"ew the ipore permanent - and:
magmﬁ( nt wmpio ol Jutnsalem was built,.

the ¥,

gl appeared all -the pmplu

g the'decision of the groat question. “The
firs came- down from Tighven, and consumed:
1ha burnt-offering 1ml 1he seerifices, and the

glory of the Lord nl}ml the house.

And

when all the ehile tran of lssagl gaw’ *—they

signified that they well understood 5

o Un‘

bawaed . themselves with their ﬁueq to the

g

round upon the p\\'cmen: and \\'nrn!np;nui
and praised the Lord.”? (2 Chron, vil,, 1
and 3.)

Tha diepensation of the taw had a ty pical

relatian ut all paintg o' that of the Gaspel,

Tts pnesthnml was typical, not indeed of our

h

uman- minietry, which is no pl’lc“-thnml

but of that priesthoud of our blessed Lord in

heaven, “which
any use, and: theislnner’s hope,  the icast
15 domple, a8 s universally
understood, swas  a.grand type of the house
of G, ’\mder he d\spm\w'\\mn of  Christ,

consolation, -

_uloge gm‘s our - inistey

\hul lhat house ie, should

bqregxrded ha @ primary and vital suestion

in referanco. to A «Unmlnu
in ,n.u What hrm
doing in heaven

The House.of God. undcr the gorpel dis.

Vhktever elso may ba emd of its materials,
of . their. prcp'lralmn, or the. cement that
umtcs thcm. o thél
golher, or: of hnl yvh h, whon. put together,
makes them -God'schouseror: temple ; “the
materials nre-the wons iand daughters of- th

hin

3

“gorhia,relation fo’
~which-God; hath

Chureh;- St;<Panly speaking of the (‘huroh,
in the: Eplslle,lo‘tho Lpheumus h
hiptibelipid of: God,”

u

lh bun{)hng.,,ﬁtlx,l
- untacan: pl Aemple;
] 19, y

]nrtu‘lpnuon

etigation . is 1id’ liovse fminde w jth hands,

tid that puts them ' to.

Their “"union one with
ertnin homl, and in.a
i0-chosen corner-stone,
lald i
“presonty . ogl), house.or.: temple * of :, Gul.
hit hause! i identical with- the Christian

uman:_ family, -
ngthcr, ,.unde

A 'nnd de

pd Je‘slis Chm

WiL Y
'Lord-’lﬁ [,(Lp\ne
Npanital YRHA TT s

) thé diabisehnld Lof (Gol

%ma&u;“

6ny mlom;‘
'}m( !

LQ]' 134
‘;ﬂ a)bé

there =38 = no. union - to his ‘household, the

{ not <ol taracl,”
- | ay necessarily, (and to "this we would draw

4(‘,;_{-,& 1he,

cwhodvor is not baplised eannot he

uhd'on earth, and is now

‘Zion, constitutes the

invhom g anye) alll
ramq; “ggethier groweth,

= | nntely jpovstsed, necessityL.so . ubrolu
| and ‘an. efReacy. 0 saving. i Whitsis’ the.ii
v "

EYER LN

S i

'l‘ll()Sl‘ ’I‘I{H\GS WFRL 50— \t:'rs

3| Churchy any more than a nan eould shave
it the burntolfering for Teracl,” who was
I Tollows, moreover, just

uupocml 'Hll.‘ml()ll) that as - without member-
ship in the Church of Clirist, we can have
no. participation in Christ or his salvation;
s0 i’ we be members indeed of - his Chureh,
we must heee part in him and his salrea.
tioi, - "To be found in the Chureli, and to be
saved, are essentially connceted,  Whatever
the Chureh may he, and whatever may make
ns members tereofs it is Christs living boidy;
and the Seriptaras always represent those
who belang to that body as heingin Christ

{ Jesus, |\lu"x~«.lj where St Pawl was so ear-

nest that he might be found at the last 2 and
nothing can bg more jmpnssible than that a
real member “of Christ, a. sinner found, at
death, actually in him, can be lost, We re.
peadit, then, with gpecial emphasis @ mem-
bership in the Chureh of Chrigt, and salva-
tinn in Chrigt, are cssentally connected, and
commensurate,

We go further; whatever instrumentally
makes uz members of Christ’s Chureh is
essential 1o salvation, and s necessarily
saving-—simply  becauze it unites us o
Clirist himsell as. members of his hody,
Theretore if any sacramental ordinance, —iff
the - saceament. of  Baptism makes us any-
thing - mora . than rm';[_/ or 1:r.’ha>1'dh/
memb(‘n of the Chureh ; if it b the instra.
1 ment whereby we are. made, not merely in
the visible sign butin the inwunl reality, mem-
bers of the body of Chisigt; il every one who
has received that saceamentis a member of
Clirist’s Lody, the Church, then is he found
in (Jhn.-.-l--:lnd then it i trae, not only that
without that sacrament we cannot bha waved,
but weith it we cannot be lost.  Wherever
vou find the baplised, you find, acconding
to such visws, not oily th true aml only
howse and Churel of G Loct wur God, bt
those who have a saving portion in the great
burnt.offering for Israel.

Baptizm and ‘salvation are as imlissolubly
connected in those views, asour hizing in
Christ, and our being in the peace of God.
The saved are exclusively the baptised.  The
baptised re edrtainiy the saved, " These aie
eonsequences of tiat doctridie - of Taptism, of
which we.are speaking,. which cannot-be os.
Mpw] They' follow of neeessity from the
vital ution between the: Church amd Chuist
from the oncnﬂs: of m'mbcmh.pm it, and
mom'mralug inhim. ,-’:Henu the ; primary-
nnuurtn sl lhe» stion'in (1o~p 1as

st haptism sa identical with m‘-m-i
Bershiby ih the Ghu'ch, notvisibie merely, but
spisftinl meimbership v the bindy of (,hn:&
!l-'\t whoovar | 5 !npt sed g5 suehi mﬂmlu'r, anud
i not,
what are the velations o thi visihle and Ji-
vinely abpoinid” ondinances of the Churehy
- the Lring and membershin: thereof |
These are questions: which we hoje, withoat
the need of any great legth of (I‘v\..ll'-\l(‘m,
satistactorily 1o answer.  And s subjects more
important to #evangelical  knowledge " —
more nppﬂ)prmu- to tie work of a soviety
iustituted for the promotion of such koow-
badge, most especially in these days, \\ln"n
wiih nnrwlhm\, skill and subtlery of Satan,
every sort of devive i worked maost ditigentiy
to cloud, and counterfeit, and destroy al)
truly evangelical knowledge—1 know nat
where to find.

We must enter upon their consideration
with the two certaintics, of which we have
spolicn, plainly in ~|'-h!, namly, w hatever
we make the Church, (o be members s to b

saved : not to be members i to be lost, he.

ecatse it is simply -to be or not to bc, in
Chridt, - And, morgover, whatever we make
the one- instrument \\-hcrrh_\' slone we he-

come members of Christ’s Chueeh, and so of
Christ himself, be it the lving taith in the
heart, or the sacrament of baptism on the
brow, that instrinvent is not only absolutely
necessary, in every case, to eaivation, but
wherever applied wust be saving, sunply be-
cause in virtue thereol we are in Christ Jesus.
And really when we have st befure us these
infinitely womentous consequences, of what.
ever view we take, we seem to have

gone much of the way in answering - the
quéstions before us. Tor how hard it is,
in view of all that iave died in faith, with.

out having received the. ontward sign, of
baptism, as many ol the martyra died, and
then of all who ‘have died with.that sign,
as millions on millions of the most wugodly,
have died,~—how hard "to believe that: the

sacrament of baptism is thut essentislly-

saving- instrument. of union to. Christ?
Not even the Romish apostacy, far as it has

‘dared to avow the monstrous’ (.onscquencuj
»wlnch flow from her corrupuons ol

iah dh(,l‘npc, has ventured cnurcly 1

Fe
aipr Thie éxtreme ‘results of, asaigni;
atrmm {50 ensnly rcccwcd, 50, mdlsurum

vention ol'q bnptlam i blood?

e 1
‘ wzll" ‘(in sangiiine;indl in 1010, 08 Home’ (HE
ncrlﬁm, ("{'r' W

ra speak,) bt thc .confessi
ithont o sm-ramm:, nnd ih

nrrnmcnls o] renew lmphumnl

s “soiled :its nmy" e
vcnml and mortal | sing,
é deeniant’ unccruuuty}m‘ .
F tl\o'dwulmg fine 3+
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she holds, has lived a life of ungodliness,
though continging in the commuuiou of
the visible Chureh, what her invention of
purgatorial flames ta restore 10 that worker
of iniquity the equivalent of his baptismal
robe of rightecusncss, that he may be final-
ly saved with the household of God, but
the confession that in the full carryiug ont
of her doetrine of baptismal union to
Christy there comes an exiteme too won-
strons to be nekedly exposed.” She is
bound to the hunest avowal that as, by ler
own declaration, every . baptised man, ex-
cept he be an ufidel, or u heretic, of a
schismatic, is in Clrist Jesus, by a iving
uniott, every #uch man must have part in
the salvation of Christ,  His sacramental
baptism saves him—Tfor as long as that sign
is on hiny,. he is in_the Church and in
Chirist; and to call in other sacraments—to
bring in the fires of purgatory 1o make his
Inptmm finally saving, is to flinch from the
direet consequences of her doctrine, and
virtually to deny it.

We come now to one of the two main
questions which we propose to answer in
this discourse, namely-—

1. In what consists the essential being
of the Churel of Christ ; and, conauquu)lh,
what -is membership in the same ?  We
shall find it a shorter and easier question
than some of the congregation may appre-
hend,

But ‘let ws mark welly it is not what
i+ the Churelyin its apostolic appointments,
but 1y its essential existence ; not the pohity,
bt the fiving thing 5 not what makes the
Chuech a yisible organization bejore the
world, but what makes it the mystical body
of Christ, before God.

The differcuce between the Chureh in
its essential being before God, and inits
d vinely wpoointe] mode of manif-ste-
tion, or sisible profossion befire men,
s procisely, the seme’ as the difference
Litween the inward reality of communion

with - Gad, " and - the visible proles.
sion of that. eommuaion in the sacra~
ments. - All'who come o the Loard's Sup-

per- we call communicants ;- we do net
mnean that rall “are vommunicatits of  the
body aud bloni of  Christ in reaiity.  But
we name them what they profess to le.
And in the same way, we ! eall the whole
body of ‘those who conte to that sicrament,
togethee with “all - the ofdinances of God,
conneeted with: their profession, “the,
Churehi i—ihe hody of Chrls!. :
uut l‘xercinr., mcm ‘that.allof thuu are
piritualiyyio
We i

co.nmmn-
Pro-

P
ile’in l);xtsu. I’:u!cxslng, in the saveral:
ordrmnu, cof “the  Church, to" ‘be  the
(,Imrch, thiy are called’ the Chareh; sl

But.we'do i

‘Lord lhere is the Church —not 8 church

'mz;mon H

‘Gad; i ihe \ng‘

And why 1. slmpg bcwus«. of the' Lonl's
3 y

Y thent T
Ay hmm. iy chareh;

thoughswe: do ot forget the dedlaration of

St Panl: e is not-a Jew which is one
outw urdl\‘; neither s - that circumeision’,
which is outward in the fesh ; but he isa
Jew which is one inwardly, and circumei.
ston s that ol the heart, fn the spirit, snd
not fn the letter”” (Rou. i, 28, 29y It
this wag the state of the case under the ce-
remanial, how much more, i poss:ble,
must it be under the more sp'riual and in.
ward dispensation.  How cmphnur'lllv
shonld we keep in mind, thathe is nota
Christian which is one outwardly, neither
is that haptism which is outward in the
flesh ; but he is a Ciaristian whieh is one
muunll_\, and the trae, saving baptiam is
that of the heart, in 1hu spirit, and not in
the etter ; and hence the Christian Church
is not constituted of those who are Chuis.
tians marely in the letter—in the baptism,
which is outward in the flesh,

How, then, is it constitated? We find
in the narrative connected with the text a
very convenient and -striking illustration,
A p(*shlonce was raging among the people
of Tarnel in the reign ot 'Diuvid.  He ' be-
beld the angalof the Lord stainding between
the earth apd heaven, having a drawn
sword in his hand, stretehed out over Je-
rusalem. The angel  stood:by the: thresh-
ing-floor of Ornnn the -Jebiisite.” - David
praved that his hand might be stayed.” The
Lord commanded him o g5t p a1 whar
on that floor. He did so,™ %nd offered
burnt-offerings  and  peace.offerings, and
culled upon the Lord.  And He answered
him from heaven by fire upon the altar of
burnt.offering." (1 Chron, xxi. 14—26.)
“\When David saw that the Lord had
answered him'in-the threshing floor of Or-
nan, - then (it is wmmn) he. sacrificed
theres?. (v 28,) that is, he' continued to
énct |ﬁu, there, notwuhamnqu (as the next
wverse says) “ the tabernacle “of the Lord,
aud the altar of the hurnt.oflering: were ‘at
‘that season ot Gibeon* * Tlien David-said,
“ thisis the house of the' Lord our: God
and this is the altar of the buy nt-gfferi m_q
Sor - ferael? » The " same evndenc'f from

henven which hitd'been given nt“the "con-
s ration ot llu. mhernncle ‘that Lhe huusc

\qns thnl.opcn throahmg flogr, i
I'hiti’ease ‘oF Jacobint Bathel'is precmel)
2 Tn,the opén‘ﬁqld hc sleeps,” . The
aven nlone via - God
‘npponrs .10 i \vnkvs and - a'xys,
#.8urely the Lopd is-in: this . place—=-this is
none olhcr bist the housa of - Goil—-and be
named the pluce Butl\«l‘?-‘lzbr ! '
(Gun, TS0

the'ho -.ic ol th Lord'{ J_'

el ﬂn;qslung ﬂnor.

in tlmpluvn.
the Lord ! Ivis residened in a place, not
walls, that makes it our house. . It is the
nu::wzs, not their edifices, that make the
cx\y

Now, with this plain light from the Old
Iosl:\nwm as to what usud to cobstitute
the Lord's lmuso we open the New Tes-
tament to see what makes His honse or
church in these'days, T find the house of
God declared to be in every true servant
of God; and that which gives him that
character 10 be the in-dwelling of God's
Spirit. . “ Know ye not that your body is
the tempie of the Holy Ghost, which is in
you 12 (1 Cor, iv. 193 1 find, next, the
whole community of God’s pcnplc called
His temple. “Ye arethe temple of the
living God (said St. Paul to the Corinthi-
ausy as God hath said, [/ 2l droell in them
and walk in them,” (2 .Cor, vi. 16)
The indwelling of God made them Iis
temple.  And thusthe same Apostle says
to the Ephesians, ¢ Ye are builded toge-
ther, for an habitation of God, through
the Spirity? (Ephes. ii. 22.)  ‘The Spirit
abiding inthem made them the habitation
of God. Here we have precisely the simi.
lur case to that of the threshing-floor of
Ornap the Jebusite, The presenee of God
to Davuld in- that unwalled - space,’ made
God’s hause to be there. The indwelling
of God by Yis Spirit in any human being
males him His temple,  The snme indwell-
ing of the Spirit in the whole community
of Gad's peoplie. makes it all His temple —
His Chureh.  The parts are not made each
a temple by being fiist untted to the whole,
But. the whole community hecomes the
whole teniple or church, by the aggrega-
tion of the several parts, each being a tem-
ple initself.  God dwells in the conmuni-
ty, and so wakes it [Tis house, Ly dwelling
in cach member thereof, and 50 m!hmg
him a Christian and the habitation of God.

Thus we have found, by a very short
process, the essential being of the Church
—all that gives it a spir zlun/ and thus all
that gives it a real, existence towards God,
Nothing can be. more simple. We ask
where is the house of :the Lord our Gud 1
The b('npmn“s answer, wherever is « the
habitation of  God through - the Spirit,”
wherever His Spirit dwells.” :And thus &he
saying of. Tertallian, ‘in the: third century,
50 mu"h wondered at because not lmdpr-
staod, 8 perfectly seriptural; W herever
three are niet together in the 1 ‘name.of the

but the ehurch, ‘the habi
25t dgnse of apmtu.il bumg

Y
i “Andite
etfect writes St Paul;. % By -one: Srnrlt we
are all l)dphal‘d into ono bouv———mnl ‘Have
all been made fo driald into one - Spirit,”
(! Cor. xii 13.) Tnother wards, the bond
which makes us all one body in Christ—
oie church, {s not an vutward tie, bat par-
ticipation in the same inward hife; not a
visible sacrament or dign of haptism, but
that baptism which the sacramentis not,
and only signifies; the huing baptised by
the Spicii, the drinking into one \plr.‘,"
as the iiving branches drivk into the hie of
the vine, m.;l soare one hody in it

Thus we have sseertained whercin con-

sists the being of the Church, aud yet have

searcely aliuded to the existence “of such
lhlﬂLS as the sacraments, the num.slr_\', or
any outward order of the same.  We have
found that whatever the necessity of these,
by divine appointment, to the well-being nf
the Churchy they are not negessary sr ele-
ments of its being ;. however necessary as
means of establishing, extending, and con-
tinuing the Church, they are not parts of
its essential consiruction.

The moment .we got this view of the
being of the Church, as quite owuother
thing from the ordinances which God has
couneeted therewith, the way is plain to
the decision of the connectad and important
inquiry, what is the divinely sppointed
instrument ‘whereby we become members
of the Church?1 The simple answer is,
whatever makes us individually the habita-
tion of God, makes us collectively his
habitation or Church. Bat that is the
indwelling af Tlis Spirit in ench. . How do
we obtain that'? - Cerminly: not by becom-
ing mutvd to His Church,.  That, -we have
seen, is the consequence, not the cause of
that indwelling of the Spirvity: How then ¢
The branch obtains the.life of the vine by
being grafted on the vine.:.We oblain the
Spirit of Christ. by bcmg brnught unto, or
by:coming. to! Christ.. ;Nowaf: we do not
become p'\rt'\kcrs of Chl’lul by frst becom.
ing partakers of Ifis Charch 5 but il ou the
‘contrary, we | mndc members of the
Church by firs becoming mrmkers of
Christ, " the lifa’ commg from the vine and
ot from the branches; ‘then it cannot be
any act of fthe Church wherehy we are:
broaght to, ‘Christ.. " The sacraments of the
Church may - signify, and. autwardly sonl,

and ‘promota our.coming.;ithey cannot bz., So waeall“our- [ltllrn_y
that which takes, 05 ta: Christ;; any more 'AOY\‘V nform of prnvt- i lhg
than: it is the-house which-huildsithe stones."“quite another thing,” t\lub‘h“ﬁ”'

into its l’oundnuon., .'lhexs]uuauon is
is that instrumental aganayiwherehy, wenré
made. pariakers of.

onlye
s unto
sloncs ur
Pt RN S
not first 5 - the order.is noty::coming to tha.
houac :or church, mul bemg bmlt up, i m n

" The ‘special. presence of

fave, or now alive, ate the bﬂpuaml

‘beeseaped, howey

'ﬁ"ti‘y‘cr a'
oye Hees bul
-what § that; of God. W ords, 2\?“ Vo
r‘ 13

brist,. aid a0 cof his
Spirit, and 0 0of  hig (,Burch T wTheSerlp-« iinderstood 1o’ n lh
tures nmwer, w\lh [ ‘vmu:, I mll\w Faith, ‘\\‘here lhey ure,

bul L i\\}\tn‘spllilllkl\ huuac, q,(L ,’ ' i
B3). Xaw Mm&hﬂ heusessis; Insty irelation ol ithe sner

’!'\d thas lwm'nm" hvmg s{nnm. and thus
finally getting to Christ.  But an order
Just the oppotite,  First coming to Christ
—thus made living stones—then and there-
fore built up o spiritual houss,

The Apostie procecds —Wherefore also

it is contained in the Seripture, ** Behold.
[ lay in Zion a chief corner stonv—and, he
that buieveth on him ‘shall not be con.
founded,” (verse 6.) In other wards, he
that by ﬁuh is built upon that stone vt
not be confonuded. ¢ me yom thurnture
which believe he is precious,” (verse 7.)
Why precious to you that believe and you
only T Because by believiug in bim. you
beeome partakers of him, you are built
upon him; you belong to ‘Wit spiritual
house which is the habitation of God, and
cannot fall. Thus the whole order is this
—a living faith Yrings us to Christ; by
thus coming unto him we receive his Spirit
to abide in us, and so are united to him by
oneness of life.  That Spirit, in uniting us
1o the head, unites ua to all who have been
united already in the same way. Andihus
we are members one of another in one
body, whicl is the Church.

Now, my brethren, let me ask you to
call 1o mind the position from which we set
out, that whatever we make the Church
to consist in, to be found therein is to be
saved, not to be found thercin 13 to be
Yost; and that just because it is, to be found,
or not, in Christ,  And again, that what- |
ever be the iustrument whereby we are
made members of the Churely, outward
ordinance, or inward faith, it is pot only
absolutely necessary to salvation, but must
be absolutely saving. Taking the view we
have given of wliat consmulcs the Chureh,
and what instrumentally unites us thereto,
those positions are not only true, but
exactly consistent with all elsc in the ‘Scrlp-
tures, and in religion.  They are but
another mode of saying, ¢ He thnl believeth
in Jesus shall be saved, and he that believ-
eth not shall be damned.” Take any other
view of the being of the Church, “and of
what m-.lrumpm'\ll} makes us members
thereof s say that itis made up of all' who
are Jomud ‘together in a visible fellowship
by the Lomls of outward sacraments and
an apostolic minisiry ; that all the baptised
snd none else are 1ts members’; thien look
abroad over the world of those, who in the
cm.
lemplam that:“exceedingly”’ commmglvd
‘multithde 'of tares and, wheat,” of {rue-and
fnlse, of gndl_y and tngodly, in view of the
positions wa havé laken -and which cannot |
rtlwv may z\\ed, .
aad ‘what 2n cuor'mlv do such \lews ot f:
the Church prcmu :

‘ather quesho_n

1 It the Sacraments and other: out\.nrd
and visible ordinances ‘of the Chifreh'nre
not o‘;ientml elements of its being, in what
retation’ do they stand thereto @ Mark
well the question, lést we he misunderstood.
It is not what are the several ofyjrcts, uses,
benrfitsy towards the Chureh or the Chrs.
tian for which the saciaments, &ec., were
ordained —but the much narrower question,
what is the relatioa they stand in, toward
the essentinl being of the Church, and
cousequently of the Christian,

We look back to the narrative of David
on the threshing-floor of Ornan, the Jebu-
site. In one verse we have him s'lving of
that open floor, simply because God’s pre.
sence was there ; * Thisis the house of the
Lord our God"—and i the next verse we
read that he “set masons (o hew stones to
build (in that place) the house of God’—
and afterwards we find the murnificent
temple of Solomon erected on that very
spot, and custemarily spaken of, in the
subsequent scriptures, as the kouse of God.
How 18 this ?  Two houses inthe same
place—the invisible and visible 7 or the
same. house under different relations—firay
in its invisible being, made a temple by
God's presence, next, in its visible form of
walls and courts and altars?

The plain truth is, that when the stately
sanctiary of Solon 0n was erected over and
around the place which David long before
had pronounced to be the temple of God,
since the presence of God was ne more
there than it was™ before, it was no more
really God's temple. Tiike away the walls
aml caurts; and leave the divine presence,
and the temple is there still, O what use
then were the walls and courts and altnrs;
angd all the imposing ceremonial connected
therewith T Weanswer; they give visibi-
ity to that utherwice fnvisible house ot the
Loul. They were its conspienous notes
and marks, They did pot give it being,
hat they gave v viable, sensi hle me;..
God needed them ot in ordve Lo redognise
his temple; hut man did. Thus there was
a sense’in Which the axutiard and visibie
building wxa the house of the Lmd Y lnle
the real house was there R )
was the . form ol that :,»mh’ ,
called theretore’ the hings
visible:man the man,
onh' the - bodily” {ou

aigns and “Tormyzanil’ _
foreby.its; nnme,"‘wnh no dn' gcr of bemg'
‘prayer: mustibe’

or cznmot bu wherg' thny
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of Christ nwd the acttmrf np nf \he vmb‘

church by the admiuistration of baptism to
the three thonsand on the day ef Peptocoat,
there was certainly church;  Since the
bepinning of the world God had ulwn)a hia
house, his habitation through the Spint, in
this world, -One hundred and twenty dis-
ciples, believers in Jesus, commanded by
him to continue. in Jerusalum il they
should receive the promjse;of;; the Yather,
were gathered together.ii: Jerusnlem, in his
name, awd he, according 10 his protnise, was
in the midst of them, T hey were thus his
temple.  And presently the Lond visibly
declared they were his temple, premsely as
he declared the threshing-floor of Ornan, .
or toe tabernacle of Moses, 1o be his house.
“ There came a sound from heaven, as of
a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the
house where they were sitting, and there
appeared unto them cloven tongues, like
as of fire, and it sat upon each of them,
and they were sl filled with the Holy
Ghost.”

But as yet the Church of Chnst had no
administration of sacraments. It was like
the house of the Lord 'in the threshing-
floor of Ornan, when it had no walls, The
baptism mivistered before the death of
Christ was not the sacramental  baptism of
the Christian Chureh. It was while the
Jewish dispensation wus yet in being. The
Lord's Supper had been administered to
ouly eleven out of the hundred and twenty,
and then while the Jewish dispensation still
existed. The sacraments were in being
ouly as appointments, for a time to come.
lh~-v had .no hanyd in (.onstlluung the
¢hurch that then was.  But that church
nevertheless was just as really. the church
of God, asit hasever been since. Composed
of living stoues, built upon the precious
corner stone which God had laid, 20d being
inhabited by *¢the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus,” it was, in every essential respect,
the temple of the ln'mg God.

But.the temple or church, then made
visible as such, only by. miraculous signa
which must be trausitory, in order that'jt
may eome into contact with the world in

visible ‘and. permanent. form or body. It
is not enough that'God kilowéth them that
are his. - Mai must; see who profess to bo
his.
in all - the perleclness of 1he1r being, but:
untilithey: put on’some ! visible uhnpe, wa il
caxmot be scmxble of thelr presence. Mm

such ‘ay b} their fewness and sunphrny
were suited to a dwpenmtmn which wagto
embrnre al’ nntmns. As soon is David-~

‘had ‘nscertained the place ‘for the house of -

the Lord, he set men to hew stones to
build its wnlls. No sooner had the Lord
declared by the manifestation of the Spirit
on the d-\) of Pentecost that in those hun-
dred and twenty disciples ‘was his church.
than the \no«tles ben.m to preach the word.
Thousands were the same day turned to
the Lord, and were, by faith, joined to.
Christ, nnd so to his Charch. . And what
was thus ‘done invisibly, they wero next
required to confess openly. They were -
baptized in the sacramental sign, as they, .
had boen '\lread) in ‘the spiritual’ rezlity,
Thus thev "hecame not mora rcally mem.-
bers of Ciirist, but more visibly ; as & King, .
by his coronation, is no more a king than
before he was crowned, but only mare
formally and declaratively.

Butas brptism is [received] only once ina
Christian's Tife, a* sacrament more perina-
nently in sizht wasneeded for the full visibis.
lity of the Church. The Lord had’ prepared””
and directed it, The Apostles added theres .

manion in the body and. blood of Christ...

Thus the Chureh, with both the sncramen.

tal marks and signs which -the Lord had"
ordained, and with a divinely appolmed
ministry pn‘nchmg the pure word of.Gad,
was ful I'.' set up in its visible' l'orm, as before
in its invisible beine. * They that adlv
received the word were baptised, and.they |
continved steadfastiy w the Aposllcu docs .
trine wnd fellowship, and in bmakmg of
brend and in pragsers;”” - :
Now in all thix nrcmmt of “the dlﬂ‘emnc
hetween the Chureh as it Is, and the

ak itis visible in ordinances, we have had °
inview the Kangungo of . our, mndanh..‘-‘

When the object is to declare . simply what
the Church of Christ i, withont’ refemnce‘ ta
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