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it sheltered me and mine for many years, and .
wag one of the last memorials of the past career
of my family in this country. Mauy a time,
‘when T was betteroff than I am now, I theought

of improving it, but T could not bring myself’

to pull dowu a single portion of its old walls.

In the nature of things, I cannot have many !

mare years to live, for my health is failing fast,
btut T had hoped to spend the winter of my
life within the old building which has been en-
deared to me by so many pleasant and tender
reminiseenees”

The pricst gave him what consolation his
Kind heart suggestedat the moment, and soon
took his leave: and shortly afterwards M. de
Leovitle walked down with the dabitant to see
the ruins of Beauvoir. Whilst standing in
mournful contemplation of the ruined walls,
he was startlesd by an acclamation of horror
from the Zabitent who had accompanied him

anid had gone inside to took atthe havoe which ¢

the fre had made in two er three hours,

The Aslicant had, indeed, ¢cause for his con-
sternation—looking unpwards he saw  what
migzkt well maks him and stroager men start

tiack in fear, aud that was the skeleton of a .

man lying across a large chest in the passage
Ieading so the tower, just where the wall had
fallen inside.,

The chest was soon opened with the aid of

tools, for it was strongly bound by fron hands,

and ipstde it Mre Leoville found o large num- |

et of roileans of gold coln, together with

sevemml pieces of silver plate; which had evi- -

detitly boon masde by Canadian silversmiths
but the most valuable contents were bracelets
and tings, and other jowellery, set with dia-
monds atd pearls, after
previous oentury. The old Seigneur had at
tast pald his debe to kis descendants, and the
de Leovilles were rivh onee more,

But the muss of balicharred bones which
lay in the chest—how came it there 7 Was it

the revelstion of seme terrible secret, long

cotiwealad from the cves of man?  $ad some
dark deed, committed in the gay reckloss days
of Beanvair, been thus stmngely brought to
light on that Christmas Day. which had
apened soosadly for ke Leovilles and seem-
tuzly dled their cup of sadness to overitow-
ing?

When eisd Marie Nicolet heard of the dis-
COVerv, she was hurrur-strucik, and el into a
stweession of fits from which she neyvel re-
coversd ¢ buat before ~he died she confessed
vnaugh e <Lhow that she and her son had con-
cectedd a plot again=t the Seignenr to whom
they owed =0 much,

.

3

and lstening to

verything she said in her

rational motments—ir Ve rette al wiays hed a

habit of speaking audibly to herself on such

ovegsions—they were ahle at last to mather !
re was hid somewhere in the

that the tre
old tower, or in the passage teuding o i,
Afraid, they, that Veveite might reveal the
seerel o the Scignenr or semme metabaees of his
fatdly, they kept her carefully concealed from
the eyes of wil visitors, pretending that she
was o excitable and iH to see straticers,
Mere shan vnce she walled piteonsly for M de

San
e

Laoville, bur old Marie made some exenuse, |
atd 8em the poot Geature becalae too il to

sk st all, and divd even sooner than they
bad expected. Then the question came, how
to et kol of the trewsare, ot rather, bow to
maxe the Investigution netessary to eonble
them 10 Sue whether Vevetge bad really given
them a clue, and Ll oot been tas rely wander-
fng in her mind,  Eustache Knew eVery |aart
of the Manor, and was aiways able w get an
wnbance BLEuiwn t¢ the inmates; and when

fellow set systematicuily 10 work 10 CATTY Out
his project.  With the cunningness of her

tfertile Norman brain, old Marie devised the

plan of dressing up Eustache fike the portraiy
of the elder M. de Leoville in the drawing-
Croum ;s and in carrying out this scheme she

had po difficelty, for her frequent visits 1o °

Beauvoir cnablad her to get powsession of a
Conrt drioas,
wirdrole:, wh
OLiCer & yar,

il wus, pechaps, hardly ¢puned

1ntended to frighten the servanis in case they -
surgirised Eustache) sucooeded for o while, we

Lave slready soen from whbat has been pr,c‘\-'i-
()U.'f-"_"' rebisted,
Lachee discovered e seeret door in the pas-
sage l-ading Lo the vault, as well as the Fpring
which ehabled L to open it; but when he
got inside, he conld not move the chest, or
break it opron. Bo, the next day, he went off
W Quebi tu procure the necessary tools ; but
thenceforth biz mother, as we bave already
seen, heard no more of him,  She suppoused,
ut frst, that he had got the money and taken
it al ouce o Quebee, but when several days
passed and no tidiags came from him, she wig
tortured by many horrible fenrs, One moment
she would think what he had Yeen murdered
in some vile baunt in Quibee; the next in-

stant her superstitious fancy would suggest if

there wus not really some troth in those
legends of the gollins, which were so rife in
old Normandy, and if it were not poasible that
they had worked somie fearful mischief to her
son. - But the latter thonght, she confessed,

the fashion of the

Bothe of them had long
suspeeied that Vevetts knew the secret of the .
hiding-place of the Seigneurs treasure, the
existence of whivh had become almost mythi- :
cal. By varcfully questioniog the poor woman,

whivh was put away in an old

How well this plan (which was :

It war not long bufore Eus-
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i had become almost frantic with grief, tho

icause of which she dared not reveal to the

; Seigneur or any of her friends,

This was all that’ could be gatherad from
. Marie's confession, but looking closely at tho
construction of the vault it was easy enough
i to see how Eustache had come to his death.
One sidk of the passage was only cedar, but
the opposite was iron, painted so as (o re-
semble wood, and concealed the large vault

reting the treasure which he had secumulated,
The deor was of immense thickness and open-
ed by touching springs, at the top and bottom,
made =0 as to resemble the heads of large

on the opposite wall. Then when Eustache
entered the vault, for the last time, a3 he vo
doubt hoped, he must have closed the door
» without suflicient eare, and it probanly closed

tight upon him. and resisted all his efforts to
open it'with his tools, which were fonnd along-
s side the chest,  He could not have remained

death in that close, impenvirable vault, where
his cries for help conld never bave teon heaed
by the inmates of the house,
In this stmnge way were the fortunes of
“the De Leovilles restored; and the very next
tetter Marguerite received from Charles de
- Grndville announced the good news that he
had got liis commission sooner than he had
“hoped.  Some munths Iater, he was able to
visit Canada, and was married o Marzucrite,
“whodid not come to himafterall a portionless
bride,

The old chitean was never robuilt after its
original design, but I daresav the curivus
s reader, i he shonld happen to visit that part
cof the countey, will have little difticulty in
- tnding its site, in the shape of a large mound,

grss~growa aml covenal with wiltd rose and
raspberry bushes.  Ion fhe course of Yeuars,
after the death of the Seigoeur, Captain de
Grandville, who had sold oot of the army,

of the old stone belonging w the old chitenn,
. The name of De Leoville, I believe, is not
extinet in Canada, bat the De (rrandvilles still
coccupy influential positions in the Provinee,

.and more than one of my readers may have -
partaken of their hospitality at Beauvair, for -

thus they have aiways called their pitturesque
country-seat amonyg the maples and beeches.

Tux Esp.

I is the sacred doty of every wman who has

provision for them in case of his deceass, We
s care not whether that man may possess a spe-
cified income or whether he i3 one vngayed in
mercantile pursuits, and believes himself in
this world's goeds rich enough leyond o doubt,
. No ¢ne can prognosticats 1o a vertainty the

SRCCCSS oF Lob-success of speculatinn, and

‘and the pnvied of all, how often have we soen
such a one tumble from his pinnacie of afu-
cence and leave by o sudden deaih a family de-
prodent on the charity of the world” A litthe
Judgment, atittle more foresight, less carcloss

in compamtive comfort.  And we delilwrately

state that those members of society wheo have

people depeniding apon them for comfort and
happiness are criminally gailty if they fail to
provide {ov a future,
enters the matrimoniul state, how litthe seli-
abnegation it would require to secure for the

partner he had invited to join him in life's
;career a comiortable hereafter, and Kot only
the Seigneur, 86 upporenely for them, went

o tu another pitt of the vountry, the sly

her but his childeen too—what gelf-tatisfac-

cvuld say, whatever bappens to me, thank
God, they will be secure against want.

ries, the determination o be economical in-

 stead of loosely extravagant, would provide |

: the means. Cannot our readers each and all
in their own experience: coll to mind some

: friend or other who, by their negloect to insure

' their lives, have cotailed sorrow, misery and
cwant on’ their sorviving redatives.
cture to s&y there is bardly one, for our part
we can call a dozen such to mind. We, there-

jeet of Life Assuranee.:
Lo dawn, it will huve commenced its career by
the time this has resched our render  Fathers,
if you love your wives and ehildren seoire
them while you may agninst all contingencies
for the herenfter; remember how sadly yow
will feel when it is too late, if you thoughtiessly
neglect such a provision for them.
“evidence of your love to bring home to your
i faruily a policy liberal according to  your
Pjudgment and means, Al classes should re-
; meutber this—Clergymen, Lawyers, Physi-
ciang and Clerks eapecially, but none should
neglect it one hour. s ‘
' 'The question now urirenif you are about to
Cassure,  what Company is the best and the
safest, and this is indeerd « momentons (ues-
tioh, and one of parsmount importance for
your consideration. For onr part higires seemn
(to us a good eriteron of the stability of a
| Company snd losg experience with & con-
ttinned incrense in businoas accampantied with

' only arose in her mind at tho last' when she-

which the Seignenr must have built, just be-
fore the siege, for the express purpose of sec-

nails or spikes, the connterpart of which were -

long alive, but he was probably sufoeated to .

S built a more wedern mansion with a portion

those he loves dependent upon him to make

. though one day he may L rolling in wealth

Gess and less selfishiess might have Yeft themn

Whena young man first -

tion there wonld v to him all times, when he -

The dispensing with a few customary luxu- ;

Wee vens

fore, ask our readers to consider well the sub- ¢
A new year is about -

What an-

;& largo accumulated fund, seem to us a good
; guide in roguinting out Judg‘:munt, )
The Life Association of Scotland is unex-
ceptionable; it was fouaded in 1838 fov Lifa
Assurance and Aunnuities, and has twice to-
ceived the approval and sanction of the
authorities,—in 1841, when Incorperted by
Royal Charter; and fn 1853, when further
empowered by a Special Act of Parlinment, |
To show the progress of the Institution, the
New Assurances etfected {rom .
1238 to 1842, were 258 for £ 131,834 sty
1363 to 1847, were 7,101 for 3,163,854 ©

Total  Assumnees in Furce in 1870 were
£T,428,181, ‘

The Accunulated Fund in 1870 was
1,357,356 Pounds Sterling. o ;

The Association thus possesses, in & ex-}
tengive business, an element of Safecy aml!

Permanence not contnined in smallee Tustitu-
tions, But our readers should write for the
"Prospectusof the Company. It is only neces-
saty to state that they have deposited $150,000
with the Canadian Government.,
The Oicers in Montreal are as follows

Directors,

Davie Tograxcs, Exg, (D, Tormanee & Co)

G ronas Morrarr, Bsg (Gillespie, MoattCo) |

Hox. Atxxaxoar Morues, Exq., M. P, Minister
Inland Revenue. {

Sir G. K. Cawruew, Bart,, Mintster of Militin, ¢

Prrsr Beporatn, Esq, (J. Redpath & Son)

JoHO R Monsox, Fsg. 0. HORL Molson & Bros. )

Sofi dtors,—Mressrs. Rirems, Monnes & Rose,

Modiead Ofizer, R Patsey Howanp, Hag, M.,
Seeeetary,—U. WARDLAW,

{ Wratten rur the Coomenfiorn Jifaatrated Newa )
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“ How provoking,” said mother, “tarsd wien
. 1 thought we biad eversthing ready tno,”

It was u gqueer litthe house.  One gruat
brick-flocred room, which served fur parlour,
Kitchen, and all) like the chamler of the :
apocryphal cobbiler,  There was a ittty cook- ;
" ing stove near one side, awd the big stove pije

cost ogglesome shadows over the ceiling and
walls in the light of the glass oil tamp that
the children always thought was just guing to
cexplede, and which never did, thongh it was
o fearsoms sight to sce mother pouring in the
paraftin alter ene had been told what terrible
sceidents might ocour if but one fittde, lttle
drop were to et into the ame.  And then
there was father's big, woeden srmchair, that
Paradise of comfort and luxary, elose up ia
thevorner, by the copbaard whers the caps amd
saticers, awd pepper and currants, and the de-
CHghtiud, white cugar @ lomps of dedight.™ amd
the pungent mustard that weadd Lurn one's
mouth, but which was such n vigion of jog
o et with one's meat on high days and holi-
days, quite in o« grown-up manner,  And
thure wery the fonr little stools, sad the high
chair into which it had besn w0 ignominious
to be piuned, ns though one were a fraudalent
debtor or something, long, lung ago, when vae
wis u avre child, five yeare, at Teast, back.
And baby’s cradie, close by the stove, where
Cbaby was getting comfortably warm, bofure
being conveyed like o package up stairs into
¢ the bed-roum—not the bed-room where Pully
cand her two little brothees sand one little sigter -
slept, but the palatial npartment where father -
nnd mother and baby passed the durk night,
. while the cold wind whistled and wang strunge,
swful melodies without any tune in them out- |
s stde, and rushed ot the little house with fts
: broad drifts of snow, as though it would have
buricd it or overwhelmed it
i and 5o depmrted, growling.
It war rather hard, for mother bad scoured
up all the pots and pans and dishes till they

, but aever could, .

, were iy bright and radinnt as the CNOrmMous~ |

Hlooking glass, [ull ten inches by six, at which
St wad such a pleasure to see mother RTTRngY
her beautiful, loog, black hair in the morn- |
_ing, as coquettishly as though she bad not
i been the parent of five chilidren, hut had still
worlds of admirers to conquer and enslnve, as
she used to have—she said no—twelve yrenrs
~ngo, when father was only one among the
number, a tall, shy Loy, who shaved off his
whiskers: because mother had said she liked
smooth faees.

Yes, there they were, all of them, ahining
in the light of the fire, red and glowing, all
ranged out upon the white kitchen table.

“ Not a acrap of bread in the house,” said
mother, rather angrily, “and not a bit of
money ; and father gone off on that late job,
and won't be back till all the shops are shut.
Polly, child, yon must take fother's second
bent waisteoat, and the fiat, iron, and go nad’
pawn them st Cohen's, and get the bread &8
you come horme, and & pot of nmrmnludc, and
i you do it well, you shall have five cents for
yourself.” ‘

Five centa is n grent denl of muouey, cer-
tafuly,  Immense guantitics of apples, and -
whole pounds of sweetios you can buy for that
aplondid sum ab Mr. Geowcher's, round thy

e i pen A mn ARt Lt L
he et et

srian, atal fathers ro
“with the playurennd i the stevet, and 1.
¢ Httle weoden slod that father had mnde ant of
S the tap of the water hatt,

C ot

cpaatited sleighs,
o anything the buatiful bndy et it brought

i
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corner. But-then [t {s a long way from the
Hitle honke to the pawnbroker's and when §4
snows and blows on New Yenr's evy ft {a 1ot
alwayx pleasant walking, and one does alip
about so dreadfully without rabbers ‘

Besides, when one bs uenrly oleven yenrs
old, and pretty at that, and a We belle iny the
stroct, and quite coough of & wowan to Lo
trasted-—yos, again and again—with the oy,
tive charge of two Htthe brothers and one
standl sister, not to mestion a henvy baby
veally it is net diguificd to hoave to go ot
trvdeing three quarters wf & mile on a De.
cember night with a flat fron and fatherx
sevond best waisteoat to the pawnbroker's

ft wnst very pretty to wateh the fuky wnow
Mowing and drifling in all dhrections, ungd
whitvaing ail the paskers-by, an ey went
quivkly aleng with their heads bent, and theiy
chins sunk deep down in their fur coilara and
muttlors, snd i€ wik nicer still to come jngo
tin broad blaze of the holidsy chops with all
s 1ts of chorming things, such as Polly bad

Phardiy dreamed of, stl exposed bebised (e
fhuge panes of glass voder the glare of 1],

waving gos lghts, Amd it wus not gg.
pleasant at Hrst to stand io front of thew g
think, ob{ if oue haat o uandreed Wil fons ton.
ritd dotlars) ene could by sl these things,
and hnve them for one's YOIV OWH L arwl, jaor.
haps, cven live fnnoshop onesell with et
witudows in {eont to book wt all the oople as
they puesed in the rold and snow and wing,
Pally was of nae aristooontie tarn of mind, and
inchned o Y comewbnt discontentd with
thy big Kit Len aud the il th:_‘;!uy {orefs

Y11

nph Leotteers, nad eveg

And as sbe w Thedd ¢ o way which s L.

Ceatne o drcary o, she begat Lo retlogt that i
s tlataaten i butan soevmdortable thing to, AITY
Dol bert) atnd very heavy

ansl that her i
shawl was very thin and scanty ) and that
vverh when she had dune bes corand and Yoo gl
the broad aned the marmstade) shie wonld Lave

long cald waik lack agxin ta e Lyl
hoase, where sl sindose war brofien and 14,0
Gre would Ta sy o te gone wnt, and 11 et

St e ] that Pollyv 0B oot atndl andoefiod wiry,

the state of Hie intoswlooh ot had ploased Ged

Cteoandi Ler, ansd that i the Tight of the el

Biand abops and with the potished and bright.

sienred =lelnhs with thelr warm rolas Qawbing
woed sparkling as tuey dashiod oapidly alutige,
thstr rontwers cutting sbarply  thoongh e
frozen sntew and their bells Firging chee Tably
finkde, tinkle vinkle, o te <dear ate, she Soorns-
eda very depreciating fWdes of the Hitte keme
Wit mothor wive wii g, with her old staf
sowa, atd her Lands soft and aunstusdly o
s white with washisgangs The  protun
recened atmeat squalid, Polly elt viey muh
inclined o ory. Bhe was Lut a bt Bit o o
witi, woman aes oshe thought horsell S
stugrcd for consolation it frent of 8 chivmist s
sticp and ost bvrsel i admirstion of U
wregeaita, trahss ctidentle glovivas bottices, of

.
U

Call the most beautiful vekogis of he sainiow,

castitg thetr splemdid iHemination in Lroadon
ing tennels of hght ont gpon the white By
of pitedenp =now at the side of (he reasiway,
atd over the dasker featpacls, Thote was one
Ligge Gottle ofan vxequtsite grocn, with an ame-
Inr stopper, which particnlariy st tod 1)e
bl Ao te wenderful deptha sdis could bese
Berself as it the abyxses of g bottonless occan
A alie gazed juto ite unfathomable rocveace,
Vistons wrese beofors ot of what tiight have
beetiy how «he might kave teen bom i
betrvss of o duisy podwatlior, st the touch of
whowe wand all the riches of the world wonld
rise at command. A beautifal, boaniful tady,
Polly drmsgined, like the lovely golden-haired
girl with the sisiling face who hd just shet
by tike s thosh of Hightning in ene of the bright
And whenover Polly wishied

to her tmmoedistely, whataver it was, Apples,

Shnts, dulta with flixen wigs, horkes with a
Cxqueaking stand, xnd dogs that would draw

aboutl on wheels—no, horges that could b
dnewn, and dogs that barked artiticinlly —and

| piatare books, and xweetments, aod pop-guns,
{ bttlealares, and warm counter, anes, ind new

tronses, and big losking-glasses  with  gold

frames, and bair oil, rud ribbans of ol cylours,
Pand picklex for dinner overy day—oh U amd

pudding, and perbnps a fire foomes bed-roomn ¢
It waus too aruch ; Polly fagot hor cold snd
her mission and the heavy flat-iron, and lost
herself completely  And she thought with a
kind of Lalf plessure, hulf uamieloss pain, that
noby bt wellidressed, handsowne, nice-man-
ucred people, like the young Indy in e shop
where nll those qunntitics of lisir huog up like
scalps, nnd the elegant genthaoan o the
tailora store, would be in the land of happi-

S TTR :

Ho it went on, the vidons multiplying . and
becoming more durzling pomentarily ; the

Pebild was mentadly intoxieated,

B Look at thst pretty Hitle girl” said a
gentlemnn to o lwdy who hang on bis arm, s
they passcd, ¥ liow enraplored she seems with
the protty colours,” but Polly did not hear,

And just at thiat momdnd there was a sharp,
ringlog # eraek ! and an icicle fell,

Aw Polly iny on the snow, she heard the
people sy us they crowded about her,

U Poor little thing, sho's dead "



