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On Thursday of last' week the rippling waters of the

l»‘v‘Neptu'ne with nli-potent' and unrelaxing

Lake St. Louis were the scene of one of the'most exciting.

contests ever witnessed in America for the supremacy of
the waves by stroke of oar. And there the contest was
between Young Britain and Old Britain, between Britain
ag home and Britain in America. We are sorry, though
not surprised, that the latter lost. The contest was, in
every sense, en famille; no matter who gained, the glory
would have been equally the source of paternal satisfac-
tion. We cannot regard the Tyne men as truer Britons
than those of 8t. John; and though. the triumph of the
latter would have been esteemed a great glory for Canada,
yet their honourable defeat, after such a stout contest
with such well-trained and otherwise maichless oppo-
nenis, is surely no disgrace. The intense interest
throughout Canada which this great race has created,
shows the pervading influence which the old insular ideas
still exercise upon this continent. And not only in
Canada, but throughout the United States, the race en.
gaged a large share of public attention, and many thou-
sands of Americans came to witness the result, and
liberally staked their money on the St. John crew. Qur
neighbours, by a process of reasoning more flattering to
their vanity than their shrewdness, arrived at the conclu-
sion that the St John men, having, two years ago, van-
quished the Ward Brothers, the champion rowers of the
United States, were invincible. They left out of the
caleulation that England is, par exceilence, the lund of
oarsmen, that the Tyne crew had beaten every foe within
the British I:les, and made such odds against time as
rendered it next to impossible to beat theni in a fair race.
The St. John, or * Paris” men had a flattering record;
they won a: the Paris regatta during the Exhibition
where they had some. but by no means the best. English
rowers 10 compete with, The following year they achieved
their greatest triumph in beating the Ward Brothers.
They shewed their pluck by accepting the challenge of
the Tyne crew, and though no one denies that they were
fairly outrowed at Lachine, yet few will think less of
their prowess than they did before, because, over a course
of six miles, they were some half-a-dozen boat-lengths
behind, or because ina pull, extending over forty minutes,
they lost by somewhat more than thirty seconds. Since
the Tyne men have preserved their laurels, we only wish
they may keep them green; and as for the St. John crew,
while e cannot applaud their own over-confidence, we
must give them credit, not only for courage in accepting
the contest, but for extraordinary :kill and ability in
battling it out. Assuredly their defeat was not one to be
ashamed of; but the race made it manifest that the tre-
mendously long and mathematically regular stroke of the
Tyneside men was a surer way to cut swiftly through the
water than the shorter, quicker, and, as we think, more
Jjaunty dip which the Paris men, in common with other
American oarsmen, follow. But victory on either side
would have been to Britannia all the same—it was to her,
as against the whole world, the old game of pitch and
toss on the safe rule of ‘“‘heads I win and tails you lose! "

REPAIRING THE FORTIFICATIONS OF PARIS.

The work of repairing the fortifications of Pariz was com-
menced immediately after the retreat of Gen, McMahon's
division across the Moselle, and has been continued ever since
with renewed activity. The fortifications of the city have a
continuous circuit of 25 miles, and consist of & wall 33 feet in
height, with bastions and terraces. The wall is lined with a
fosse about 20 feet deep, and strengthened by outworks com-
prising 14 detached forts. These fortifications take in much
of the suburbs and even a good deal of the surrounding
country. During the many years of peace and security that
France bas enjoyed under the rule of the Emperor, much of
the fortifications of the city have fallen out of repair. In
many places the fosse has been filled up, especially in the
neighbourhood of the barricades or entrances to the eity,
where the constant flow of traffic necessitated a substantial
road. But sioce the commencement of the march of the
Prussian army on the capital, these roads bave been done away
with; the fosse has been clearzd out, and the substantial
earth roads replaced by draw-bridges. Tbe counter-scarp had
also become sadly dilapidated and required extensive repair-
ing, while the slope of the glacis needed entirely re-levelling.
Within the fortitications the earthworks have been raised in
certain parts, new platforms have been erected for artillery,
gune, long since dismounted and out of use, have been set in
position, and powder magazines have been construocted.
These magazines are built in the most solid manner; their
wallg ar: of solid stone, six feet thick, covered with a double
roof. Ten of these have already been established on the right
bank of the Seine, With the exception of some of the rail-
ways which enter Vhe city on the west side, all the approaches
to Paris have been blocked up or destroyed. - The subterranean
passages are closed except for purposes of defence, and the
chains and gratings have been thrown across the canals of
Bievie to prevent the appriach of the enemy.,

The fullowing details respecting the topographical position
of Paris and its defences will be found. to be of interest : ,

The city of Paris, situated between the confluénts of the
Marne, the Oise, and the Scine, in the midst of a wide plain,
is dividud into two unequal parts by the river, from 200 ft, to
300 ft. in brendth, which runs from east to west, forming an
arc of a circle. On the right bunk of the Seiue, the height of
which is about 80 ft. above the level of the sea, riso the hills

of Montmartre, 394 ft. in height; of Belloville, 811 ft. in
height ; of Ménilmontant, and of Charonve. On the left
bank are the heights of Mont Valérien, 495 ft.; of §t. Cloud,
306 ft.; of S&vres, Meudon, and Issy. The northern portion
of Paris is the largest, Twenty-one bridges keep up the com-
munications. The form of the city may be compared to an
vllipse, somewhat flattened on the right side, the longer axts
of which is about nine miles. Acvording to the Census of 1866,
Paris has 1,825,274 inhabitants, and about 90,000 houses.

Since 1841, under the reign of Louis Philippe and the
Ministry of M. Thiers, Paris has be n fortified. Animmediate
capture of this town, like that of 1814 and 1815 by the Allies,
has become an impossibility.  The systeatic reconstruction
of the interior of the city, which Napoleon 111, has caused to
be executed by the late Prefect of the Seine, M. Haussmann,
may be regarded as completing the works of tortification. The
fortifications of Paris consist of a surrounding wall, fortified,
formed of a military road. a rampart, ditches, and a glacts,
Eighty-five bastions, all nearly of the same shape, and other
advanced points, are destined to cover the outer extent of the
moats, which can be filled with the waters of the Scvine, 'l'l.h.'
escarpment is lined with a wall which ix covered by the glacis,
The military read inside is paved. Near to this, and freguently
parallel to it, is the line which joing all the milway lines
running into Paris and their eight termint. Sixtyv-six gates,
¢lose to which are placed the Bureaux de Douvane, are piercod
in the fortifications. Outside the surrounding wall, and at a
distance of nbout half a league, are fifteen detached forts, in-
cluding Vioncennes, which are urited partially by redoubtsand
intrenchments to the walls,

The detached exterior forts may be considered in three
groups. We may frst notice the group that forms the north-
cast line of these outside foctifications, from St Denis to the
north of Montmartre.
rounded by three great forts.

t

confluence of the canal of 5t Denis with the Scine, is the fort
wf La Briche; to the nerth, and on the other side of the
stream of Rouitlon, is the fort of » La Double Couronne du
| Nord ;7 and on the south-cast is the fort of the vast, These
three points are united together by ramparts and ditches which

Stains.
tress,
and consegquentdy nearer to Paris, is the fort of Aubervilliers.

this line is the canal of St. Denis.  The earth which was duy
out of the capal forms before it a sort of parapet fortified Ly
three redoubts. At a distance of 4,200 paces from the other
side of the Canal de P'Ourceg and of the Strasboury Kailway,

15 the fort of Romainville. It is1,800 paces from the principal
wall of defence.
fort towards the Canal de 1'Cureq, while on the other side two
redoubts defend the passage. Further off to the vast and to
tke south, still oa the vater side of the same line of hills, and
almost in a line parallel to the railway to Mulhouse, the works

vontinued at about ¢qual distances—the forts of Noisy (3,500
paces), Rosny (3,200 paces), and Nogent ¢3,500).  There ends
tbe line of hills which begins near Belleville, and descends by
a4 steep incline towards the Marne. Between the alove-
uamed forts are placed at short intervals the redoubts of Nowsy,
Montreuil, Boissiére, and Fontenay. The Marne, which is
here 100 paces in breadth, forms a natural defence, fortitied
also by an intrenchment of 2800 ft, in length, consisting of a

a bridge crosses the Marne,

Gravelle. These the railway of Vincennes and La Varenne
passes.  All these works inclose in a semi-cirele the castle of
Vincennes, in which is the priocipal arsensl of Paris, ou the
cdge of the great ficld for manouvring artillery elose o the
Marne. On the other bank of this river, in the triangle
furmed by the union of the Seine and the Maroe near Alfort,
on the right side of the Lyons Railway, is the fort of Charen-
ton, which closes the first line of defence.  What adds to its
strength is that the enceinte inclosed by the fortifications an-
swers admirably for an intrenched camp in which 204,000 men
may be placed.

to Fort Charenton, and at a distance of 4,000 paces, on the left

Ivry, which commaads the neighbourhood. In a straight line,
uearly from east to west, the forts of Bicetre, Montronge,
Vannes, and Issy follow at equal distances of abeut 3,600
paces. The last pamed rises to & height of about 50 ft,
above the Scine, which here leaves the city. Between them
are the railways of Limours (Sceaux)and of Versailles (luft
bank). The three last points are ciovered since the introduc-
tion of rifled cannou, which was not known at the time of
the building of these forts, by the heights of Dagneux and
Mrudon.

The third group of detached forts are those on the western
¢ide of Paris. This line of outside defence is naturally very
1:a8y, for the Seine, flowing in the direction of the north and
north-east, turns towards 8t. Denig by St. Cloud, Boulogne,
Suresnes, Putesux, Courbevoir, Neuilly, Asniéres, Clichy, and
5t. Quen, places on the banks of the river. Butween it and
the town is the celvbrated Bois di Boulogne., On the line
indicated five bridges cross the Seine, and near the station of
Asoitres, on the left bank, the railways from Dieppe, Nor-
mandy, St. Gurmain, and Versailles (right baunk) unite and
cross the river by a common bridge. A single fort, but the
largest and strongest of all—that of Mont Valérien, situnte
415 ft. above the Beine, and from which there is & magnificent
view of Paris-—commands the whole of this space. A paved
road joins Mont Valérien with the Bois de Boulogne, by the
bridge of Surennes,

THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR THE RELIEF
OF THE SICK AND WOUNDED IN WAR,

THE AMBULANCE OF THE FRENCH PREYSE.

-Warfare has, within the past few years, undergons so much
change, and has heen rendered so much more deadly, that it
was time that some measurcs were taken for the relief of those
poor men who are torn away from their homeg to Bght their
country’s battles, and in so many cases to bo left wonnded or
dying, without care or comfort, upon tho battle-fold. The

The town of §t. Denis alone is sur- |
On the left of and close to the |
railway leading to Enghien and Montmorency, and behind the

bank of the Scine, begins the southern line, with the fort of |

‘have for rome time past been uncemitting o the

it oo ey =

necessity for an organized staff of surgeon

8-and nurscs, who

should accompany the army to the ficld of batlle hag 1o
beon felt s -but it is only within Inte years that the iden }n
been thorvughly put inte execution. The- aysocig P

lion now
d in Baty],

: ] ir endenyg
to establish guch .corps.of nurses in the varioug nrmicsu;!t

Europenn powers, and their praiseworthy efforts huye at |
been crownud with success  In the present ware th bunvﬂc'\m
results of thelr endeavours have been fully shown, lil"l"r’"
centary ago the wounded {n battle were allowed to i, whe *
they fell, to die of exhaustion and want of carpe - while ttln:
dead were luft to rot on the fleld. Now e¢nch nrmy'is f(,“:-_,w l;
by w stafl’ of experienced surgeons and nurses, and by o :
gulurly organized corps of grave-diggers, =
On another page we give an illusteation of the ge
one of these ambulance trins from Paris for the
The men composing the corps are in every case volunteer
those belonging to the corps in question being raised c“lir;‘lﬁ"
amony mwembers of the press. They are clud in a dary m.m,;xi
—Ublack conts and trousers, with gaiters and hmndbrimx}zud
hats, and cvery man wears upon bis Weft breast the distinetive
badyge of the um\mhmcu. corps, A red cross on 8 white gruuud“
The corps 7 accompaniod i».y Sevell Wageons, puinted h}ue'
with the ted cross on either side, destined for the transport U,f
tents, beds, b dding, and the hoecessary atensils of an Whirmary
There are also open waggens for carrying wounded sumi‘.,',.'
The surgeons attached to vach corps are distinguished Ly th--ir'
wilt buttons and by the red erass worn in front of the U;p
Esch man earrics with him his clothing, in military fushiog .
his cloak =teapped wronnd bis koanpaack an extra pur of thick
boots, his pannikin and w guantity of lint.  None of the men,

known as the Socicty for the Rolicf of the Wounde

parture of
Scat of war

; with the exception of the surgoenns, are armeed,

can be readily fitled, and which are covered by the redoubt of |

St. Denis itself may therefore be considered a fur-
At 4,440 pacvs to the south-cast of the eastern fort,
Dhospital nssihtant surgoeons,
Between the two passes the rdilway to Seissons, and behind

vn the continuation of the height of Belleville by Pantin. |
fment.
A series of intrenchments extends from the !

The personnel of cach pmbulance Is caleulated ax (o numbsers
and prufes on the same system as is followed in the reguly:
wilttary service—viz., ohe sugesn-in-chicf, four SULIONS, Lo
assistant surgeons, (welve snieassistalt sirgeons, with o 1o
portion of infimiers, A chaplain, purveyor, nnd assistan;
ald mule transport condusters, an abso attached o cach .

hoal am-
bulance. The tuliowing is the principle on which the erades
have been allotted "t e sub-aasistant rurgeons are sl e

from  the mwedical students, assistant susgeons from Frewetd,
ectors of medlvine and trow the Odpternes (hotssr.
svons 7). The surgeons are oecrtdited from the i of (e
Thv main principle adopted br
the mediceal commtee of the Velutteer Hebpe Soniety bas tagn
to nyoid us moch as possibibe prolotsged transport of wognded
with guushot features of belios, by treating them as o Wi
praciicable to the places of tghting.  Fach ambulanes of 5
corps drrmdée Iy accerdiogly divided inta tying wmbolage:
with s fuw hospital tetits, snd a reserve nnbalanen estalilng.
W an action covurning the Qyig ambalanee wiil oye
the frst asaistence.  The rescrve, wialy which the surgeon-ig.

suhief will be, will reach the scene of contlict ns Qquio Ry as
Dpossible, will establish » temparary 8eld bospital, and fexve

Cthe vstablishment of the Bying wnbualance free (o fellow 1he

Ptreops in ease of thelr moving and making o further advance,
of the furtifications, which are united Ly 8 paved road, are

THE FRENCH FLEET.

The navy of France is still in « state of transition. In the

fyear 1833, a commissiun of stientific and paval authorities was

appointed by the Emperor o constder the  actual state and
futitre orgatization of the navy, aod their report haviag been

savoepted and sanctionsd by the dovernment, & gigaatic series

! . R i, Dot works for the inereass sl dmprovement of the Heot of war
parapet and ditchescovering the isthmus of Saint Maur where b ag comme e forthwith, The «rosdits BUeCeRRIEY 1o Carry out
The twe extremitios of the 10- 1 heae plans were voted in ’
trenchment are fanked by the redoubts of Faisanderiv and | oy onad sned accomplishicd in 1567, at whych time the Froneh

I8

Xy

ST, and the works fixed upon were

navy wias composed, besbides & large number of ships of wferier
clagaiy, ofe—

Serew line-of-battie ships and ironcinds of Srst—class. . .18
Dy, do. do second <lase, .. 33
Total...... ... e e e, 40

Begides thrse vessels there are several fonting batteries &
the defrnce of the diferent ports and o large pumber of trun
slads now on the stocka,

In all, the Freuch nuvy compriges about 450 versels, most

T'be next group of detached forta to be described is that of ; of which are now in commission, including nearly 30 iron-
those forming ti:e¢ southern line of exterior defencus, Qpposite | onsed frigntes of the first-cJiss, varying in armament from § 0

52 gunxs, all riftod and b
fram 908 ta ¥ 200 and o
per hour.

The steam navy of France not long ago was composed of
the following ships :(—

wch-londing, having a horsspowir of
WRKEsSIng A »prod exceeding 12 knots

Afloat. Buoilding. Total

Linc.elbatde ghip 35 i as
Tron-cased frigate 8 10 16
Sorew-frigates.. ., ., ..., ve. 2% ¢ 20
Paddle ¢ R ¢ £ .- 18
Despatch boats (sevew) ..., 35 1 36
H U (paddles), .. 88 5 u3
Tron.plated flonting batteries 14 7 21
Gunhoats ............. ce.. B3 5 58
Transports. ......oo. oonn, 34 9 43
Total. ... .. .... 325 42 387
The railing navy of Franee then consisted of :
Afloat. Bailding. Total
Ships of the line .......... 7 .. 1
Frigates ... .. c e eeee. 23 . 13
Corvettes .. ... e . 12 1 13
Brigh. oo veeennnns ceee.. 19 2 21
Suml] vessels ..., .. . 28 26
Transports. ..., e e 32 3z
Total ... ... 0.0 119 3 122

Of the 16 iron-cnsed frigates which France possessud nfloat
in November, 1863, only one, the © Couronne,” was entirely
built of iron,  Tie following were the names of the principal
iron-cased frigates aflont wt that period :—1he ¢ Gloire,” « In-
vineibie,” and * Normandie," built of timber; the “Couronne,’
built of iron; and the two ram ships “ Magonta' and “Sql-
furino,” buill of timber. The thickness of the Iron-caging in
nll these ships, as well ng those on the stocks, was the same—
1§ inchen near the lond line nnd 44 above that,  Their prin-
vippl dimensions are: Length, 265; Lreadih, 56, and mean
draft 263 feel. The 4 Gloire” mid her sister ships, and also
the ' Couroune,” have engines of 900 horse-power, and are
armed with 38 rifled 30-pounder guns, throwing shot of 70lb.



