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Conviction Against tho T. Eaton
Company.

On the 20th day of September o very
interesting case to the Droggists of On-
tario took place before Col. Demson,
Police Magistrate, in the City of Toronto.
Two informations were lud by Frank
Stanley Warner against the T. Eaton
Company, Limited, a corporation carrying
on an extensive business in the City of
Torouto, for hrench of the Pharmacy Act.

First, that the said 1. Faton Company,
in violation of Scction 21 of the said Act,
did keep open shop for retaling and sell-
ing certain articles mentioned in Schedule
“ A" of the Pharmacy Aect of 1884, as
amended by Act of 1839,

The sccond information was, the T.
Eaton Company sold poisons without
labelling, ete., as required by Section 26
of the said Act.

The T. Eatou Company carry on an
extensive business in the sale of dry goods
and other articles, including so called
patent wedicines.  Among the articles
purchased by the informant, Warner, was
Dr. Collis Browne's Chlorodyne and
Boschee’s German Syrup. Mr. E. T,
Malone, who is Solicitor of the Oatario
College of Pharmacy, in conjunction with
County Crown Attorney Curry, conduct-
ed the prosecution, while J. J. Maclareu,
Q. C,, defended the T. Eaton Company.
After the purchase was clearly proven,
Mr. Malone put Prof. Ellis in the box,
who gave the result of his analysis and
showed clearly the poisons in the case of
the German Syrup; that it contained
Morphine about 3% of a grain in a fluid
or., together with ather ingredients which
are set out in the Schedules of the Act.

As to Chlorodyne, the two outes bottle
contauned about two grains to the ounee
of Mearphine and about 15 per cent, of
cldoroform.  Me. Malone then ealled .
Chanbers, who had heard Prof, Bl
evidence, and he showed the effeet of the
Chlorodyne, that g4 of agreain had proved
tatal in the case ot an fant, awl 1 the
citse of an adult 4 ot 4 geain had proved
fatal . that there was suthicient in the two
oz.bottle of Chlorody ue to hell theee adults,
Other vises were cited by the D showing
the fatal effects of Chlorodyne. A Mo
Larnes, of West Toronto Junction, aud
Dr. Carieton, of the same place, then took
the box, when it was shown that M
Barnes had purchased some of the German
Syrup and that s two year-obd child had
in some wiy wot possession of the bottle
and drank some of it, which proved fatal.
English eases were cited on both sides, par-
ticularly @ case decided in London, Lng.,
where the Public Prosecutor summoned a
Mr. John Thistlewoud Davenport, Great
Russell street, in May Jast to answer a
charge of haning sold a bottle of Dr.Collis
Browne's Chlorodyue without the poison
label,  On this ease the prosecution laid
areat stress. The vesult was that the
Magistrate convicted in both cases, im
posing a fine of =20 and costs. It is
understood that there will be an appeal
to Osgoode Hall on one of the convictions.

The facts cited above aflord to every
druggist doing business throughout the
Provinee, ample evidenee that where the
Council have a reasonable chance to se
cuare a conviction against one who wil
fully violates the provisions of the Phar
macy Aect, they will not hesitate to use
it, if by so doing, the protection of the
trade can be secured.

Under the evasive method adopted by
the 1. Eaton Cu., the ditliculty of prefe
ritg o proper charge wis very much in
creased , but, as hmpunity tucreases un
der freedom from rvestraint, that firm fin-
ally overstepped the Lounds of prudent
sale, and as a result have the penalty to
pay.  The action of this firm for some
time past has been a constant menace to
the prosperous conduct of the city retail
drug trade, as they have wantonly used
for advertising purposes, not merely the
drug sundries, but also such medicines and
drugs as the protection aflforded by Mr.
Jewis' certificate would permit the sale of.

While the Council as representatives
of the druy trade are willing to afford
ample protection to the public, and to

that end have introduced into their Act
datars which finguese restrictions upon
theit entr sales, they are anwilling, and
naturally o, to continue to give protee
tion without receiving any. The conten
tione that Pharmacentical legislation s
inteuded solely for the protection of the
public is right ouly in o limited sense, ns
the chuses m the et assuving the safety
of the public, do s by making probibitise
the sapply of puisons and therr compounds
by otlior thau qualiicd deuggists, thus
making the druggist a privileged and pro-
tected individund as well, in so far as the
handhing of such prepatations is concerned,

The law always gants protection to
thuse who comply with its pequirements
m quahiymyg for professional prvileges,
and in phavmacy, as in other pursuits, n
like compliance demands a lihe veturn.
If clause 26 of the Act did not mean to
afford that protection it would have prop
crly vead as follows . Any person may
sell any puison waned in the ficst part of
Schedalet, cither by wholesale or retail, if
the buy, bottde, vessel, weapper or coverin
which the poison is cmtainald is distinetly
Libiedled with the nane of the article and
the word  poison,” aud i suld by retail,
then also with the pane and address of
the  proprietor of the ostablislunent in
which such puisun s suld,” as for example,

MORPHINR. -TOISON,
" T. Eaton & Co., - Toronto. |

while e¢lause 24 would have read, * Any
persott may scll or keep open shop for re-
tuling, dispeunsing, or compounding poi-
sons, or sell, or attempt to sell, nny of the
articles  mentioned  in Schedule * A of
this Aet, provided they cmploy for these
purposes one who is registered and lias
taken out a cettiticate under the provis
1wns of Section I8 of this Act for the time
during whick b 1s selling, dispensing or
compounding poisons,”

The iniquitous injustice of such an in
tcrprctution I8 at once apparent, as it
would immediately open the door to eapital
to abuse, with the aud of & graduate, the
privileges, and limited ones at that, which
the trade now enjuy.  No such interpre
tation has yet been given in Canada, and
we trust never will,

In an article appearing in the Canadian
Drarmac ntical Jonurid commenting on
the case, the moral and material benefits
derivable from such a prosecution haive
been by pen-picture so minimized, that



