THE GOOD NEWS.

;::k- The energetic man would become
g erful, and the indolent would sink into |
rea guificance. Al the old differences would ‘
a u‘:}‘ea}‘- And then would follow all that:
namgatlon of wpat is worthless, if it has a
. imitat'to make it honourable—and all that
¥ th ion of what is bad, if it is sanctioned |

. € rich—and all those social hindrances '
the l800(1 and holy life, which cause men, in|
eira“g\lage of the prophet, “ to stumble in!
A aye” (Jer. xviii. 15.) t
izeq “{1 again . if education could be equal- |
‘“qua;]]? all men could be suddenly made |

1
;ge]lectugl differences would immediately re- i
‘ln?cel?]r' The man who azequires the most|
jud y. who retains the most exactly, who
emiies the most wisely, would again become
o fe?ft :and rising with his eminence, would
poSﬂiblh]s influense. Nothing is more im-!
Super; e than to pash aside the Influence of a |
) inteulor mind. And since the gifts of the
Or&?‘!t bave no necessary connection with
tin goodness, you have here again Sin
Pactg at an wdvantage. You see the man of
Wes’tml wisdom giving his sanction to the
Wakiy motives .—the man of imagination
ract] g the vilest doctrines decent and at- |
en nwls' i—the man of cunning argument |
sub) gt"lg the unwary in the meshes of his:
Anot, Y ; and the result is, in the words of !
bling °r prophet, that men “ grope like the
Digh and stumble at noon-day as in the
j‘ldgﬂ,eerr‘}“g in vision, and stumbling in
Andn't‘ (Isaiah xxviii. 7,lix. 10.)
"%latio'J"St‘.m say one wordagain of those
o eﬂfs which are still more essential parts
ivest ramework of society,—can the Father
his actions of that authority which
B;—othe'mself has given to them—can the
regglye ! the Sister set a bad example and
Prien that it shall not be followed—can the
8infq) l'?nd Companion deliberately lead a
ble co[: ¢, and forbid its natural and inevita-
We gy Sequences ? No : they cannot. Unless |
) gy 18sever those bonds which are nearly
that .. ' valuable here, we cannot unbind
ity which clasps this fallen world,
o must needs come.”
i Oﬂ't*.x;mh is the hopeless state of the world,
oty cces must needs come by reason of the
e, Oustitution of society. if the « woe be-
be beto Oﬂ’encgs " is inevitable, would it not
® can T to vesign ourselves to that which
live o0t @v0id * Would it not be better to
e nly and carelessly, to enjoy life while
m ‘én‘hm{gh such a life should add a few
Noat iy whling-blocks to those which are al-|
Yeq Numerable already ?

Show ¢ Such an argument might have some
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" Offengeg

learned or equally ignorant, the old‘

of Wisdom, if we could divest ourselves
8 Peraona) mp,onsibility. But the world is
tned, not by Fate, but by God : and God !

395

- hag given to every man his own conscience.
"Though individuals are forgotten in that

. man has his se-

which we call History, ever
ne associates

parate Biography. Thoug
others in higsin, he is alone in the accoant
he must render. Though he is occupied all
life long in the busy market of human affairs,
the eye of God’s observation 18-ever upon

im, and the foot of God's justice follows him
to the last. Our blessed Saviour, after He
had said that ¢ woe was unto the world be-
cause of offences,”’ and that ‘¢ it must needs
be that offences come,” added in the third
piace, “woe unlo that man by whom the
offence cometh.”

He who has_ thoughtlessly done hartn—he
who, by a selfish life, has brought others into
sin—he who has been determined to pursue
his profits, his amusements, his fancies and
his follies, without any regard to the souls of
his brethren, what will hc say at the Great .
Judgment, when Christ reminds him of those
words ? None of those differences of condi-
tion which make in this world the sin of doing
harm to others so easy, and its effecls so ex-
tensive, will remain in the next world to shel-
ter the guilty. All the glory which dazzled
and blinded the eyes of men, will fade before
the Judge's coming. Everything will be seen
asitis. The power which fostered evil in-

i stead of good, the wealth which was made

the encouragement of sin, the intellect which
sowed the seeds of falsehood, the genius
which made vice attractive, will be held re-
sponsible for the mischief they bave caused.
The differences of condition and capacity were
ordained on earth to be the opportunities of
good, aud if they have been made the oppor
tunities of evil, all that remains is a greater
condemnation. To one ig given ten talents,
to another five, to another one. No one can
be excused because his responsibilities are
heavy, and no one can be excused because
they are light. If any one is burdened with

| the thought of the effect his own miserable

infirmities may have on the spiritual welfare
of others, let him remember for his encou-
ragement that he that was faithfol and most
highly honoured by his Lord, was he that
had received ten talents. And if any thiuks
his own position in society is so small and in-
significant that he cannot hope to do good
and can hardly do harm, let him remember
that he that was condemued, was he that re-
ceived one.

And leaving now these general distinctions,
which belqng rather to the surface of society,
let me glance, for the third time, at the closer
and dearer relations of life. If on auyoue
the woe denounced on him who makes his
brother to offend, if on anyone that woe will
déscend with terrible weight, it will be on him
who, being linked to others by the ties of
close Friendsbip, might employ his influence



