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iture ohserved hearing hie children their
catechism and hiymns, while sewing away
nt hie last; and a mother of a fainily I
romnber, always kept in lier pocket moine
good liftte book, which. she could look at
a minute or two while she wau fedingo lier
balie, or lulling it to sleep.

Thes3 examples show what may he doue
l)y trying; and, at leasi, no one should say
he bas no LUne foi good thoughts, who cati
flrtd time to admiitea thonglit of vanity and
folly. Even in the nîidst of bustie and
noise, it is not quite impossible to raise a
secret thouglit in prayer. Neheiniali.
wheni handiing the cup to the king at the
royal fenst, feit bis heoart full of care and
distress, and said, "- So 1 prayed to God of
Heavenl." We should iniitate hutui. Or,
like0 Zaceheus, w-e înav cliînb the sycanlore
tree, and geL a sighit of Jesus. 'Prayer
can tind its way to God above the heads oft
the crowd& A penitent believiing heit is
alwaye in a fit place and fraine for
prayer; and believ ing prayer is su'-e to turn
the promises of (Jod into perfornancce.-
The inid of mti is iieyer so ieady bo pray,
but God is stili motre ready to gii-e. Mln
cthon the great reformer, said, "6 Trouble
and perplexity conipel nie to pi-av ; and

ryer drives away perplexiLy aud trou-

Cause or Barrenns.

[God 'will nover give bis glory to an-
other, and however bis servants miay oxcel
in ability and zoal, unless they recognize
their dependence on bis blessing, and cry
humbly and fervently for the holy spirit Lo
foilow their efforts, and crown themn wi th
success, tliey nieed expeet no good. The
.Americaiz Messeiger illustrates this as
foilows :-]

1I don't soi' why there are no cou-)ver.
mions in our Sabbath-scehool,' said Mr-
Mille to his wife, as they st witli their lit-
dle famiily around the tea-table ono Sab-
bath evening.

1I arn sure the iseliool bas nover beeni
more prosperous than mince you took
the charge of it,' se replie?.; ',it lias nearly
doubled. ils numbers, and you have P oured
a very capable eet of teachers; and have
given thers the example of great punctual-
ity in attendance

1 Well, I have not been absent from MY~
post one Sabbath during the year. O
techers and scholars are faithful and
prompt iu their attendance; the lessons arO
well-studied; and to a stranger the sohool
would appear ail that eould be wishied,-
But 1 cannot feel that we are realizing ÙIi'
restilts of our labor, unless we see thie deiir
cidren and youtli coîning to Christ-
Good seed lias [)oeil sown; but it doe8 jiol

sprîng up and( bear fruit as 1 expected.
arn puŽ2zled to account for iL.'

' Papa,' said littie Charlie, who hiadli
tenled only to the Iast sentence of the cote
versation, ' hasu't your seed coirne uip V

'No, nîy chuld.'
'Was the seed 'good, papa?'
'Yes, Charlie. Ilie very bes-t.'
'Vas it iowe(l ini the spring wheti tbO

grotutd ivas tender, papa?'
SIt certaiiily was, mlv so1.'
Charlie paused a montent, and thoitgbt-

He lîad a Ijlle garilen which he called bi>o
own. His fathler Iiad îîr)ep)ared the grouil<
and given hînt a few cboice see(ls, 11I I0
Iiuin liow to tako care of lte. Thse Iittl'
boy hiad followed his fiitlio's direQtio»ý :te
was now rejoicing in the suwess of his »
bor. Hence bis earnest quesftion) and hiO
thoughtful brow. But lie %vas flot 10119
iii solvingr the puzzle to bis owVU satisffW
tion.

O, papa,' at lengrth lie said, ' yci ta?
not watered enoiugk. When 1 planted n'Y
gardeon you told ine my seedi was good, A"
if 1 sowed it whert the ertn w-a tex'
and watered it Nveli, it 'would eoine u)-
A.nd when we hiad that dry tinte la'4t Jtic
you said I mîust water it every day, wid

d id t must be, papba, that ýýyoU' aI
watered yours eoîl.

(illarlie is igt''atisf tu
wholin the artless words of bis bitilebo
had broughit a needed reproof; Ib"'
sowvn good seed in nîy gardon, it is tru
but I bave relied too mnucli upon the qUIWI
ity of the seed, and the faivorable eîlrcull"
stanices of the planting, andl( have
neglected to water iL with teare of eafle
supplication. Even the precilus Flod0
divine truth, thougli uown in the Mid
time of life in the tender heatrt of chuldD
and wouth, wIll not spring »p utiles§ ''e
ed by the Spirit in anewer to felon
prayer. Henoforth, God helping '
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