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¥t thar Yis destiniy for aver,=Wis 1o deter-
mine the judgment of the great and holy
God !

In the matter of religlons belief nten sre
‘Aso unwilling to be -disturbed; and if
taught enoneously, the testhing being that
‘of the like-minded, and actordant with
‘general ‘views and likings, the error is so0
f“ congenial 10 depraved nature, that there
8 an indisposition to c¢loser enquiry, and
¥ aversion to the doubts ‘which assail
‘¢herished opinions, whether Talse ‘or true.

Further, until the religious belief of
‘every man becomes, by the grace of God,
'@ belief of the truth ‘as in -Jesus, and A
MATTER OF PERSONAL ‘CONVICTION, it is
Bothing more than the opinion of others
‘*ngrafted -on his ‘mind, — an aceretion
‘rawn from abroad and attached to his
*pirit, like a fungus-on a decaying ‘tree.
Such a belief, even if the truth be its ob-
Jeet, does néver healthily and savingly affect

-+ ‘he soul; it -does not become a personal
'P‘Nession; it does not penetrate and mould

@ gpirit and the life of the man.

o, 18 not this true, and really startling !
How mauch of our beliof has been acquired
' o other way? Hence it is 80 spiritless,
% .impdtentf-aa «faith without works”
hich i dead:; properly speaking, no faith
M alll We believe in God! Do we fear
“d love Him? We believe in sin being
s misery and ruin! Do we hate, and

S M0it? We believe in heaven and hell!
@ We axpiring to the boly life, and flee-
;:g from the wrath to come! We believe
in Josus!  Are we following Him,~hear-
g 82d obeying Him,—bearing about and
k:::‘:uting the Jife of the Lord in our

Tradition, by which is meant the doc-
ﬂ.:”" and commandwments of men who lived
“Lulormer ages, is also injurious to us, and
tal to the truth as in Jesus.
e camaes which dis,

PHE - GOOD - NEWS,

that the ouly raleof faith and

theit faith at second-hand from |

X i
present. teachions, Joad them :10° secept (he
tiaditions of the elders, with: this ssper-
added;~that sotrething . tn " shadopy,
hoary antiquity, whith extorts: regard and
reverencs, and induces a resting wpew the
long-established and enduring. .«

Man is naturally religiousy thwt ie, reli-
‘gious sentiment is common to, s & property
of the human creatare; but man being sin-
ful, depraved, alienated from the: Eife:of
‘God by the ignorance that ie.in hiwm; his
uataral religion has beeome snpemition,
{eading him from the trve God; or mere
senfiment, leading no whither,-sfmply a
habit of his spitit, in the same senso ay a
coat or other garment is & babit of the
body—a seutiment held for. the sake:of
quiet and decency,~—putting God out of the
way, and preventing us from missing Hiso,
-and knowing what we have dome. - -

This natural sentiment moets with ¢om-
gerrial elements in'the traditiona whish hawe.
cotne down from atncient times, ali coloured,
modified, improved by the tastes of -the
various glossarists. of the ages through
which they have been transmitied. -And
we have only to reflect upon the disastrows
effects of tradition on the ancient and
modern -Jews, on the Church of Romw -
and, if we are candid and eéndowed whi
ordinary intelligence and common sense, ot
Protestant churches t00)+on all societive of
men; we have only to think and compase
¢reed-embalmed religious beliefs, and op
nions.received as heir-looms from the past,
with the simplicity of Seripture, and: e
realtess of Scripture, and the goodifor-
somethinguess of the religion which Chirfet
prescribed for mah, to understand How
deadly a foe tradition has been and s to
the truth as in Jemus.

God bathsent forth His light and tmthi;.
the revalation of His will $o nian, and:ade
&l
the supreme aibfiter 'in: controversy’ ‘but’
men have sought othes i nve givem -
hood to comimands and :tpdditions,



