
336 THE GOOD NEWS.

LIGHT LITEItATURE 0F THE DAY. public taste? 'Ras it any principle il, de'
it a religions feeling of any distinct ai S 1

The Christian Observer hau an article finite character at ail? Far froin ilf
;po th liht iteatue u th da, i whchrather negative than positive. Il sP'¾. a
qpontheligt ltertur oftheday inwhihmn vague general sentiment thini asai;o

the following, very just observations are made: lias no fixed principle whalever, but jJa
The literature of a former generation shocks eschewing ail that is doginatic, or,_

as by its grossnesq and indecency. We read phrase goes, ' contruversial. Wile
il; with a fveling of shame. We wonder how fesses tu respect it practically repudi~~ 5
eur forefathers could have endured the use of is not the kind of religion th'at is lu be f0
aueh 1anguage-lhe open expression of such in the Church or ii the Bible it gmata bli
filthy ideas as are tu be found otten in Pope, patrunizes witb its uncalled-for favoti1' tbo$
continnally in Swift; and because we have now only the floating sentiment of religion per.
our fig,-leaf propireties, and throw over what froths up and setties on the surface 01, OUrj
is gross the gossanier veil of a tactitious re- ficial society. This it extols asbetter th
finement we flatter ourselves thaI our moral the, religion of sermons and creêds-.Vbc
sense must be greatly iiimproved, and Iliat we off, in tact, jusl that part ut ChristiantY Ibe
are much heller than eur tathers. The maxim, suits its end, and it skims it unly Wh""lfi
lmowever, that ' vice loses liaIt ils harrm when creain is gone; su that. lieskimmch rell
il loses ail1 ils gro5,siivss,* re(luires lu he re- cr<'am, il is necessaril ves'tîn UC
ceived with a very consideralile descîce uf re- glous sentiment as this ,j05f serves the unr
oerve. It is its inihs:,rallier than ils of deceiving people, an -i nolhing- ua10re tm
tzuth, that has gained ils acceptance. A ",A positiv'îiv irl,ýrii >n itVratIure de
prurient curiosity nîay lie exeitel1 by ÈWe very reason we have giveni. would nl be cildurIeb
m-&-is that are affecel to tic usel lu elieck it. in tlme pre-ent iay. lBut tlit>er< , iS veY eu f
'Nords are notingi(,; il i.-; thc tho(ugflit lhey that, without being irrthigot Se in t e
couvey that contains1 te danjeivr; and if the iprofane orseeplical, utireliionis 1)h a o
thougl he had, vet artfully Neileîl, and oly of aIl1 religions infiuence or rccgîi 1 1 jj
iusinuuted, it maiy ho like latent lire. There its pages. M iny uf, ouir pupular %vrit2 1 5
ie sucli a thing as dressing out our thoughts in card it upon principle. This is the 19 t
erinoline, and exhihiting our shame-facedness, in the dawnward progress and tbis1,
as is the fashrnn, by a veil thal reaches only growing sentiment of the age. Th lOa
just below the eyes. We forget 1Ihat our cos'- look upon Religion a3 the Most înisc . ùto.
ermng is the sien ut our sin and our shame: tu ut ail Powers, becanse of the mla7 It il
avoid fresh sin the less attention is drawn tu and the fre<jnent ill-will it, Ci0 ' 0 vs
it the better. Our primitive nakedness is not chiefly meni who have addicted thern îîîive
hait su dangerous lu our moral senlse as a science, and to inquiries intu mlalerla of oot
tricked ont and enlicing pudicity. The filîhi- Ihat lean in this direction; tlhu«h iKlY r
neas of nineteenth-eaîury decency may polînte wrilers on lighî lirertr haete 5 1 et
more, becanse it offends less, than the plain- dency. Hence there is an i11 0 '&as"n11 ji i.

soken hunesty uf' ur forefthhers iii callingu ok uîse rmwil religi"Dye
tfings by their right naines; just as there may tugrether elinîinated, namne and thiu( îe'
be far more rudene-ss iii the culting civilities il anieîc1nlecetislupr 4i

et mdempultenss, iai iii ail the strunge This spirit aims lu create a Wor'l t  Il j l
direct ternis usedl hy a less refinced generalion, iii which there shahl ti liter'allY "0O underth
when they wishied lu descrihe and denounice alîndes lu religrion aI ail, it is uOl)Y bt 0'
rognes and knaves. 'Iegit(mi cnlefurm of a sly sncer, an inisinnuate, dut' off
noue cam deny is the worst ut ail scoundrels. cuntempîuos depreciation ut ils p WfetîU

Su the polishied lilerary sedacer is the worst as if they alune were the aBin It ar
qf ail seducers. in commuon sense." îu

"One characteri,,tie uftIhe light literature ut-4ý-- » -e' A 0siîck
our day is tis indicated. Bat il is not so As lately 1 kwy veiy sicî', . , 0'
much this tenture of il lu which we wish to tboughit Ishluld bie left thî wul e
draw attention, as anoîher ut mach more cogitations and inusi1S h a e 1'IIserions moment. -Onrs is a religions age, at ness. Ah! thougit, 1, w'hal vert
lest in profession. It has a laste for a sea- ho i Whaî juys înay il have? hOtaub
soning of religions sentiment iii everyîhing know for certain, eternitY is Our"; if «'
that is written. No bu-ok or periodical will i sils die ad b e d
become popular thal lias îîut la il sunie touches Chris bt is(ie n prepared f
of Christianity,-sone respeCl, kiffccted or elieve.d There Il shal'tý.DNVs
real, for the Divinîe Founder ut our religion. an eeld hr vsiî flo k bn h,
But what is the cliaracter ot the religions ree-~ a second creat ion ut the wVo" ïlawii
ig which thns provenders for the knQwu in)g wu understand n9t, the O'


