836
LIGHT LITERATURE OF THE DAY.

The Christian Observer has an article
gpon the light literature of the day, in which
the following, very just observations are made:

“The literature of a former generation shocks
a8 by its grossness and indecency. We read
it with a feeling of shame. We wonder how
our forefathers could have endured the use of
such language—the open expression of such
filthy ideas as are to be found often in Pope,
continually in Swift; and hecause we have now
our fig-leaf propireties, and throw over what
is gross the gossamer veil of a factitious re-
finement, we flatter ourselves that our moral
sense must be greatly haproved, and that we
are much better than cur fathers. The maxim,
however, that ¢vice loses half its harm when
it loses all its grossness,” requires to be re-
ceived with a very considerable degree of re-
gerve. It is its wntithesi:, rather than its
truth, that has gained its acceptance. A

prarient curiosity may be exeite:l by the very

means that are affected to he used to check it,
Words are nothing; it is the thought they
eouvey that containg the danger; and if the
thought he bad, yet artfully veiled, and only
jnsinuated, it may be like latent fire. There
is such a thing as dressing out our thoughts in
crinoline, and exhibiting our shame-facedness,
a8 is the fashion, by a veil that reaches only
Just below the eyes. We forget that ourcov-
ering is the sign of our sin and our shame: to
avoid fresh sip, the less attention is drawn to
it the better. Our primitive nakeduess is not
half so dangerous tv our moral sense as a
tricked out and enticing pudicity. The filthi-
ness of nineteenth-century decency may pollute
more, because it offends less, than the plain-
spoken honesty of our forefuthers ju calling

ings by their right names; just as there may
be far more rudeness in the cutting civilities
of modern politeness, taan in all the strong
direct terms used by a less refined generation,
when they wished to describe and denouuce
rogues and knaves, 'T'he gentleman scoundrel,
none cun deny is the worst of ail scoundrels.
Bo the polished literary seducer is the worst
of all seducers. .

“One characteristic of the light literature of
our day is thus indicated. But it is not so
much this feature of it to which we wish to
draw attention, as another of much more
serious moment. - Qurs is a religious age, at
least in profession. It has a taste for a sea-
soning of religious sentiment in everything
that is written. No book or periodical will
become popular that has not in it some touches
of Christianity—some respect, uffected or
real, for the Divine Founder of oar religion.
But what is the charucter of the religious teel-
ing which thus provenders fur the known
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public taste? Has it any principle i l:fi i
it a religious feeling of any distm'{‘"‘ 1t i
finite character at all? Far from ! s “,elf
rather negative than positive. Itspet i
in vague general sentiment, thin 88 Bt 'of
has no fixed principle whatever, but
eschewing all that is dogmatic, OF it P
phrase goes, ¢ controversial’ While s B
fesses to respect, it practically repudia fouud
isnot the kind of religion that is to b€,
in the Church or in the Bible it gratll'r’ put
patronizes with its uncalled-for fﬂ_"‘?:n’ thot
only the floating sentiment of rehglf gape”
froths up and settles on the surface © thad ol
ficial society. This it extols as bettel % s
the religion of sermons and creeds. hug ich
off, in fact, justthat part of Christianity ""ype
suits its end, and it skims it only ¥ ed~mﬂk
cream is gone; so that. like sk""qm c reli
cream, it is necessarily very thin. = L:)urpo
gious sentiment as this just serves ﬂ“’l;e
of deceiving people, and nothing MO™ . the

“ A positively irreligions litt'rature-wd ared
reason we have given. would not b‘:’ R v
in the present day.  But there 18 \m):e 3
thut, without being irreligious, b ﬂ’e;
profane or sceptical, unreligious by t ‘eioﬂ from
of all religions influence or rtl%cog"":'ri o 31;
its pages. M iny of our popular s
carg it upon pririyciple. This is the 0oxt
in the downward progress, and
growing sentiment of the age. ‘oo
look upon Religion as the most MI™; yte
of all Powers, because of the many . 1
and the frequent ill-will it. occasxonse v
chiefly men who have addicted theq‘sl {hing®
science, and to inquiries into mater y
that lean in this direction; though m“sam
writers on light literature bave th?ﬂ at
dency. Hence there is an 1|}cw1‘fl‘, gim, is ol
of books published from which ¢ .'fm
together eliminated, name aud tt"\,;‘de
its antiseptic influence fails 10 PCYjeg oW
This spirit aims to create a world vod. M
in which there shall be literally "‘; under ﬂ‘:
alludes to religion at all, it is OV ydoub"' of
form of a sly sueer, an insinunate rofcgsq"s'
contemptuons depreciation of it3 PEontiof
ag if they alone were the men tha

in common sense” e I
As lately 1 lay very sick, 0 Slr ,mﬂ“’
thought Ishould huve Jeft this 'ivomy wedk”
cogitations and musings bad 118
ness. Ah! thought I, what mﬂéow
be? What joysmay it hav’e? . "
know for certain, eternity 13 oufrs r' s if :d
Christ it is given and prepared 10/ "opem
can but believe. There it shal now whe?
and revealed ; here weshall not il bes 8@
a second creation of the world ‘:L,}ul""'
ing we understand not the first
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