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In tho Soptember number of the Canada Medical Journal,
Dr. Crcaik has publibhed.anotler case of Ovariotomiy, operateed
upon by himice-elf, and I am happy te tind that the micedical mon
throughiout the Dominion are beginnincg to recond such cases of
interest a- must daily fall to their lot.

There are still certain points connected with Onriotomny,
which I tilnk are not ftlly deided upon by opeatoo, and %he
first to which I shal alludo k, the Leot time for the performance
of the operation; or, as Dr. Craik puts it, "whother would it
be bett-sr to operate early, whilo the goneral iealti ard >trengtli
were still unimpaired, or to wait until the dicease Lad bogun te
tell seriously upon both."

'The rulo whii has been adopted by nyself, and which I
feel disposed to reconnînenl, is not te operate carly, for I havo
secen numerous cases whore timely treatmont las kept the tunor
in abeyance, and ultimaeîly rduced it te such a chronic condi-
tion, that, for years the woman bas beete onabled to enjoy lito
and attend to lier dotestie duties, with but little inconvenieneo.
Surely, therefore, the medical attendant wctoull net be justified in
subjecting his patient to co formidable and dangerous an
ôporation, until le Lad oxhaused the niedical means at his
commsuand.

On the other hand, welicn thee- mneans fail, and one or more
cysts take on rapid development, and the patient begins to loso
flsh nud-strength, I beliove, with Dr. Craik-, that the seoner the
operation is resorted te, the botter will b the chaices of the
woman's recovery. Yet, ithe truth of this opiion will hardty

e botrne out by the cases which I an about te publish ; forin
sene of the operations, early performei, the patients did not do
as well as soveral in whom it wa:s postponed until ne other hope
ecas left. This important point can only be settied by a faithful
record of all the cases operated upon by men weo are not ashamed
te publish their uinfortunate ns wvell as fortunate operations.

The other point not yet fuclly settled is, Chc treatment of the
pedancie. Mr. Spencer Wellc, the mot successfuil operator, and
who Las performed more operations than any man living, generally
uetes the clamp, while othcere til advo-ocate the ligature, the
ceraseur, or the silver wvire.

No universal rule can be applied te tihese cases, and it would
be almost imposible ta decide what treatmnent te adopt, until on


