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Or the various theories which have been advanced regarding the
causation of lateral curvature of the spine, that which attributes
to the superincumbent weight the chief etiological importance is
the one most generally accepted, and rightly so. It is probable,
however, that the superincumbent weight can produce lateral cur-
vature and rotation only when the spine has already deviated from
the vertical position so that the downward pressure bears obliquely
upon some portion of the spinal colurem. This has been shown
experimentally by Bradford & Lovett, and is in harmony with
what one would expect from theoretical considerations. This
primary want of erectness of the vertebral column may grow out
of various conditions. = Unbalanced muscular development, a
.slight paralysis of one lower extremity, a painful or weak foot, or
a difference in the length of the legs may lead unconsciously to the
assumption of a faulty attitude because of its being the position
of greatest ease, or of least effort. Given a faulty attitude habit-
ually assumed, especially in a growing child of weak muscular
development and imperfectly ossified bones, and the conditions

1' *Read bofore, the American Orthopedic Association at Washington, D.C., May
st, 1900. v N
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