
CORRESPONDENCE.

1909, at John Ware Hall, Boston Medical Library, No. 8 Fen-
way, Boston, Massachusetts. The meeting will corne to order
at 10 a.m., and carry its sessions through Wednesday, and, if
necessary, through Thursday and Friday.

The object of the meeting is: First, to establish an Ameri-
can Association of Clinical Research. Second, to establish
clinical research on an incontrovertible scientific basis in hos-
pitals. Third, to institute an Anerican Journal of Clinical
Research, in which the vork of members of the American
Association and of others doing clinical research work in a
scientific manner shall be published.

You and. your friends are herewith cordially invited to par-
ticipate in this meeting and in the proposed movement of
scientific clinical research.

This invitation is extended to ail physicians and surgeons
whose interest goes beyond the immediate case work of ordinary
clinical societies; and it is hoped that the invitation -will be
accepted by ail medical practitioners, irrespective of their
present nedical affiliations, who can appreciate the necessity
for establishing on an incontrovertible scientific basis tlie cer-
tainties and limitations of the present practice of medicine and
surgery before attempting to add to the already large and
cumbersoie field of medicine.

The Aierican Association of Clinical Research is not in-
tended to disturb the present medical affiliations of its mem-
bers nor to interfere in the very least with the duties they owe
and the privileges they enjoy by virtue of their affiliation with
any existing national medical body.

The American Association of Clinical Research is to take
cognizance of the fact that the clinic requires cold facts and
conclusive methods, and upon these fundamental requirements
the structure and the work of the Anerican Association of
Clinical Research are to be built.

It is of the utmost scientific importance to establish con-
clusively ail that is at present true in medicine and surgery,
and only upon such proved knowledge, to base any further
advancement. The clinic deals with clinical entities and not,
like the laboratories, with parts as entities. Therefore, clin-
ical research differs, and mnust differ, from experimental lab-
oratory researches. Clinical research mnust consider clinical
entities, and when considering parts, it must consider them
only as parts and not as wholes. Ail that subserves the object
of obtaining and investigating clinical facts and principles
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