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than seven yenr.e, or to be imprisor.ed in any other prison or place of
confinement for any terni not exceeding two ye.r. Attemiipts are
frequently imade .o etablish degrees of crinhaIty. The screre punish-
ment abve specified is alleged to be condign when the iother is
quick with c:hild ; and for the same offenco at an antecedent period of
pregnancy, no express ieasure of intliction las been specifically appor-
tioned. But such a distinction, in the case of Feticide or Foetus murder,
is about as unpardonable as it would be to dit ide Homicide into shades
of culpability according to the age of the person killed ; awarding a
less heavy punshment to the mnurderer of a boy than to the murderer of a
nan, becaue-anid no better reason is given for the mnitigation of sentence
aiînet abortionists before quickening-the boy was an immature man.
Quiickening doc not show an inception of life. but is mnerely a nanifest-
ation, and a late oie, too, of life, late-because so long delayed as to have
been forestalled by many other vital signs equally reliable. Quicken-
ing rather than being the exponent of life, is an evidence of viability,
and therefore declares that the child has acquireI such an amount of
organic power as to have an aptitude for sutaining an extra-uterine
existence or separate maintenance-ard that previously this power had
not sufficiently grown to produce the movements that give it character.
This view is well atiested by the correspondence that holds between the
periods of viability and those of quickening commouly admitted.
Ramsbotham, as an authority, says, quickening generally occurs " about
the end of the fourth or commencement of the fifth month," i. e. it now

frst supervenes; and early though this be for a personal survivorship,
vet facts shew that there arc instances of life-eontinuing children even
then. There are three cases of children being born at the 5th month
of utero-gestation who continued to live for some time. The first of
these vas scen bI) Dr. Montgonery of Dublin-it only lived a few
minutes. The second by Nlr. Smnvthe, and it lived for 12 hours: from

peculiar circumstances it was clear that the mother of the infant was

correct in respec to dates, and the case is received as authentie by Mr.

Taylor, who records it in his Manual of Medical Jurisprudence. The
third is that of Cardinal Richelieu, on account of whose early birth the
Parliament of Paris decreed that the infant at 5 moniths possessed that

capability of living to thec ordinarv period of human existence which the
laws of France required for establishing its title to inheritance. Now, if
we descend the scaie of uterine longevity we arrive at the next period-
between the 4th and 5th month-and even here two cases of viability

appear. One, that of Fortunio Liceti, an Italian Physician, who was
born between the 4th and 5th months of utero-gestation, and who at-

tained the age of 80 years, and a case mentioned in Taylor (Op. Oit.) of
a child born at the 4th month of pregnancy, and living.


