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of treatment. This is shown by the unusually large number of cases
in which injections were made late in the discase. Again, many
physicians being as yet in some dread of the unfavorable cffects of
the serum have hesitated to use it in mild cases and have given it
only in those which from the onset gave evidence of being of a severe
type. The expense of the serum ha.s unquestionably deteucd many
from employing it in mild eases. These facts,it is believed, will more
than outweigh the bias of any antitoxin enthusiasts by including
many mild cases whicl ‘would have recovered under any treatmnent.
It will, however, be remembered that tonsillar eases not confirmed by
culture have not been included.

Only two reports embracing a series of over 100 cases have been
received, most of the observers having sent in from five to twenty
cases, although there are many reports of single cases, particularly of
single faial ones.

In addition to this material which has come in response te the
circular, there have been placed at the disposal of the Committee, by
the courtesy of Dr. H. M. Biggs, 942 cases treated in their homes in
the tenements of New York. Of these, 856 were injected by the
corps of inspectors of the New York Health Board, upon the request
" of the attending physician, and eighty-six others were treated by
physicians receiving free antitoxin from the Health Board. In the
first group the diagnosis of diphtheria was confirmed by culture in
every case, and in all of the latter except twenty-six; in these the
diagnosis rested upon extensive membranous deposits or laryngeal
invasion. The cases of the New York Health Board were of more
than ordinarily severe type, 485, or more than fifty per cent. of these,
. being reported as being in bad condition at the time of injection; to
‘mild cases the inspectors were not often called. Further, an unusu-
ally large number of them (38 per cent.) were injected on or after the
fourth day of the disease. In 182 of these cases only the tonsils were
affected ; in 466 the tonsils with the pharynx or nose, the pharynx
and nose, or all three; in 294 the larynx was invaded either with or

without disease of the tonsils, nose, or pharynx.

"Through the courtesy of Dr. Biggs the Committee is able to include
also a pamal report upon 1,468 cases from Chicago, teated in their
homes in that city by a corps of inspectors of the Health Depart-
ment. It was the eustom in Chicago to send an inspector'to every
tenement-house case reported, and to administer the serum unless it
was refused by the parents. These cases were therefore treated much
carlier and the results were correspondingly better than were obtained
in New York, although the serum used was the same in both cities,
viz.,, that of the New York Health Board.



