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rather becomes unfit for nutrition, and disease follows :—paleness, fecble-
ness, loss of flesh and strength, in short, an ancemious state. This condition
the late Dr. Prout scemed disposed 10 «tivibute to the defieiency of saline
ingredient. which he believed were rejjuisite tn the normal healthy constitution
of the blood ; and. i corsequence of whieh heing deficient, those actions
and processes, probably clectric, or electro-maguetic. for the requsite appli-
cations of the nutntious parts, did not 1eke place.  All Jus must of neces-
sity be matter of cunjecture, and, thiugh it is a0t desirable to admit
unknown causes of murbsd conditious withonur snfficient proof. yet vanous
facts seem to show, that of this there 138« much probubility 2s of many other
morbid states.

One gbservation more only un th - subyeet we make  Thero is teo great
a disposition in all instances to ousider Jisease as a positive sinte:—as
something having an active existence Tn do =0 quite natural; for«
would-be-diflicult to speak or to reason ahv ut it with uz doing so. At the
same time it ought never tu be furgotten. that hisease +s, correctly speaking,
a gegutive conditien. The positive condition 1= hexlth; tne absence of this
condition, the negative of 1t, is disease o with regard to morbid states of
the bleod, and especially that ealled #1sferenlons, thev aremerely the absence
of the healthy state of this fluid, whether ths corsist 1 the presence of
inorind matters that ought to be vejected v in the abzence of healthy
c}e;pcnts, the presence of which is requisite  The Ulood ceases, from varous
causes, to possess those principles and praperties which fit it to actasa
yutntious fluid 1t aceurdingly does not noursh . and the organs and bogy
At large are wasted, from nut heing supplied with materials to repair waste.
It:}g:we that the blvod, Leaides losing certsin principles and properties,
possesses others which are nut natural—which are in short morhnd.  Batst
is.to'be remembered agan, that these ‘morted principles are not really new
principles, but degruded forms ¢7 orizmal prmciples.  Even the analytieal
researches quoted by Mr. Ancell show how shght is the change, how siail
and insignificant, apparently, is the deviation, 1w the most intense wstances
of-toberculosis.  No caunent or principle iv ahsolutely wauting. Uneis a
little in excess,another 13 a Tittle in deficiency ; nnd these are all the tan-
gible points ou which the pathologieal inquirer can fix.  Perversion, cvenin
the proper sense of the term, it is impossible to deieet.  The blood 25 1n some
mabner without thoge principles and qualities which enable 1t to be employed
a8 a natritions fluid; and this seems to be all thet can be sawd, after muck
mitroscopical examination, and nnat a few chemical experiments.

[[Mr. Ancell considers the falowing inferences are esiablisked from his
investigations into the «tate of the blood in tuberculoxis. §

 The debility of the tuberculusis indieates ¢ direet 1nss of power, and the
whole of tha phencinena of the predispesition and the symptoms of tha
discase shew—

«]. That from the carliest invasion, the sum of the vital force 15 esther
below the standard of health, or it is relatively law as vespeets the structare
and arganization of the individuat

«2; That this duminution in the sum of the vital force depends especialiy
upon dimipished va*ality of the hlood, and of the celialar. gelatnous, and
muscular tissues produced anl pourisked from animperivet blastema denved
from the diseased blood.

3. That 83 tubereulusis advances, the sum «f the vital farce fur the whole
system continues to diminish, thisloss of vital force bemngz extahted not
only in the defective manifestation of voluntary and wvolantary muscala?
power, but in cellular and muscular tissues to the change of matter i ihe
animal bedy ; henee, in tubereulous suhjeets. the rapid dunmnuniey of tue
corpuscles of the bleod, the deteriomtinn of the vital quahties of the Gguor
sangus, and of the blgstema, the diminished plastie nower of the ceds. the
low calorific puwer, and the emaciation

4. That frequently, but Ly no means universally, the nututive powers
of the blood, as respects the nervous tissues, rrmarn undummished, Jus
Yissuc not xequiring for its nutrition compound principles identical with 110



