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THE SABBATH OBSERVERT
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preseatedsto his saditors, mainly nompos.
ed of physicizns dbd surgeons, an ¢ dniira-
ble exposition of this very icteresting but
gtill slenderly-appreciated view of e Sab-
bath cause. We know not a more re-
markable or & mere instructive faet than
this, that the hebdomedal rest is indispen-
sable for the healthful vigor of cur physi-
cal frame, thereby placing the Sabbath in
the centre of the laws of nature, as_well
as in the centre of the deculogue,
In tne CoLoxNiEs,

It is cheering to observe the intercst
that is being taken in the Sabbath in se-
veral of the Colonies of the British domi-
nions, and by which, in many respects, its
observance is better than in the parent
country—a country which owesin a great
measure its destinction to the Sabbath,

We call the special attention of onr
readers to the synopsis given in our pre-
sent number, of the proceedings of the Lie-
gislature of Canada,—proceedings which
arzue well for the future.  Let the friends!
in Canada bestir themselves, and success
will crown their efforts. Let the oflice.

bearers of the various churches awakes is« Lord even of the Sabbath day,”—at the!z;q

and gird on their armour. Tet them en-;
great and exhort those over whom they
are placed to press the matler on the at-
tention of their representatives. Itisthe
God-fearicg and the Sabbath-keeping part
of the community that has been instru-
mental in carrying any important mea-
sure in connection with the Sabbath.  Al-
ready are the Canadians up and doing.—,
On Sabbath the 15th of this current!
month, at the réquest of the Kingston,
Sabbath Reformation Sociely, a great
numnber of the ministers in Upper Cana-
da preached on some branch of this im-
poriant subject. This is a noble begin-
ning for a fresh campaign. We give be-
low the letter of the Seecretary of thei
Kingston Association :—
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Province tospecial simultancous preaching'
on the subject of the Sabbath.

It was recently resolved.by our Society to
reney the recommendation, trasting that it
may be at least as gencrally adopted as in
preceding years.

In taking a retrospect of the Sabbath move- !

forimparting a stimulus and atone to any|bour anddo all thy work: but the seventh
proctical measure that may bo subsequently |day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy Goil: in
adopted. Parliament iay be expected to it thou shall not do any work ; thou, nor thy
meet in February or March. Let us gird on {son, nor thy daughter, nor thy wan-servans,
our armour afresh and prepare for the rencw- {nor thy maidgervant, nor thine ox, nor thine
al of n contest, with whosa successful issue the |ass, nor any of thy catile, nor thy stranger
best interests ofour Provines avo closely in- that is within my gates; that thy man-er-
terwoven.  If on Saspari,Tie FirreesTi vant and thy maidservant may rest as well
oF JANUARY, every pulpit thronghout Cana-as thow  And remember that thou wast a
dabe devoted to the advocacy of this great servantin the land of BEzypt, and that the
question, it may, (with the Divine blessing) ' Lord thy God brought thee out thence, taro’
exert a most safutary inflience on our Rulers [a mighty hand, and’ by a stretehed-out arm =
in particular and the community at large. 'lhercﬂ)rc the Lord thy God commanded thee

There arc other teasures our Bxecutive 'to keep the Sabbath-day.”—That the lat-cr rea.
Committee have in contemplation of which {son isnot a snbs'ituted Lut an added one, is
due notice will be-given. Muanwhile, how- !manifest from the fact, that, when the com-
ever, they were anxious to lose no time in mandment was announced, along with the
giving publicity to the above recommendati- rest, by the voice of Jehoval, from Sivai, tie
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on, contident that,as hitherto, it would bel

taken in goad part,and meet from not a few
with a favorable response.
Ropenrt F. Burxs,
Cor. Sec. Sabbath Reformation Socicty
Kingston, Dec 12, 18353.

TIHE CI1ANGE OF TIHE DAY, FROM
THE SEVENTH 10 TUE FIRST,
UNDER THE CHRISTIAN
DISPENSATION.

It does not require to be proved, that a
change of the day, for any special and divine-
ly assigned reason, makes no alteration in the
morai character and obligation of the institu-
tion —That such a change was made, by di-
vine authority,—by the authority of Ilim who
commencement of the Christian dispensation,
is what we aflirm ; and that the change was
from the seventh day of the weekto the first.

—1We argue this on the ground—1. OF 113!

OWN REASONABLENESS j—2. OF RECORD-
ED FACTS AND EXaMrLES;—and 3. OF pi-
RECT INSPIRED AUTHORITY.

1 I1s 0WN REASONABLENESS.—We mean
by this its @ priori likelihood, “There would,
of course, be nothing conclusive of this, were
it unsupported by more direet evidence.—
Bat it is a consideration, which may prepare
our minils for that evidence, by showing on
what side the probability lay. Our theory
of the matter is this. At theoriginal institu-
tion of the Sabbath, one special reason is as-
signed for its celebration:—+ On the seventh
day God ended his work which he had made;
and he rested on the seventh day from all
is work which he had wade:—and God
blessed the Sabbath-day, and sanetified i+, b-
CAUSE THAT in it he bad rested from ail his
work which God created and made,” Gen ii
2, 3.—Thn Sabbatlr was thus, originally, an

ins'ituted commemmoration of the great work |
Si,—For three years past the kird Sab !of creation,—a day tokeep men in mind of
bath in January bas” been-devoted by minis- | the arigin and of the Divine Originator of all|
ters.of various denominations throughoant the things,—of the power, and wisdom,and good-4

ness of the allglorious Creator,—and of the
duty of fearing, loving;worshipping, and serv-
. . 2

ing Him. This was the grand primary rea.
son of the Institntion; and by no change has
this reason ever been snperseded.—But when
the law of the Sabbath was long after enjoin-
ed upon the Jews, while this original reason

ment in Canada, there is much cause of gra- was assigned forit, as xetainingall its force,
titude. As much progress has been made as'an additional reason, arising out of their own
could really have been anticipated. Taking circums:ances, and the special kindness of
all the cireamstances of the case into account, Jehovah towards them, snpervenes upon the
the Parliamentary deleat was certainly tan-, former ;—isnot substituted for ir, but associat-
tamount to a victory. ‘Lhe above oceasion ed with it:—Deur. v. 12—15, “ Keep the

original veason alone is mentioned.

It is thus proved that, though the primary
reason could not be annulled, others might be
added toit If a second might, so mught a
third. Let the supposition, then, be made,
that at - the fulness of the time,” the com-

lation of the Saviowr’s redeeming work hail
cen assigned as a pew reason for the cele-
bration of the Sabbath, and that the day had,
at the same time, been retained  1Iad this
beendone, we should have been in precisely
the same cireumsrances—(only with the im-
portant exceptidn of the immense superiority
of our additional reason to theirs)—with the
ancient Israclites,when their deliverance from
Eaypt was superinduced upon the original
treason of the Sibbatic celebration.-—But mark
the differénce. Tho transecndent excellence
X glory of the work of redem iio_n, and the
‘surpassing preciousness of its blessings, will
not admit of its having the place of a
mere addiloinal reason for the keeping of the
day. It mustbecome the chief. It must have
the first place. It must take precedence even
of creation. TFirst in the divine estimate of
greatness, it must be first . man’s grateful
'and reverential commemoration.—Iow, then,
shall this priority be marked ? How shall
;r.he superior importance of redomption be re.
cognised and testified in the celebration ¥—
l\\"h;,', in oxder to give it the lead, the day shatl
ihe changed. Creation had the day before;
redemption shall heve it now. Not, in cither
case, exclusively:—for as, from the time of
the first promise, God was worshipped as Rs.
deemer as well as Creator; 20 Irom the time
of the fulfilment of the promise by the finish-
ed work of Christ, ilc continues to be wor-
shipped as Creator as well as Redeemer.—
Lut, his glory as seen “in the face of Jesus”
—in the wonders of that work of salvation
“into which Angels desire to lookx”—surpass-
ing his glory as scen in the external universe,
—and the benefit to man from the one so pro-
digiously exceeding that arising to him from
the provisions of the other;—lle is specially
owned and adored, on the christian Saboathk,
in the character of % T GOb OF OUR SAL»
vatriox.'—Now, such an arrangement re-
commends itself to our minds as reasonabie
and right. From the pre-cminent place
which REDExpTION holds in the revelation
of God,—being its grand discovery, and the
pervading thewme of its celebration, it is no
more than we might have been prepared to
expect.—~Thatthe fact was in cerrespondence
with the previous probability, may appear
from—

2. RECORDED FACTS ANDLEXAMPLES.—
It is assumed, that such facts and examples,
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will prove a very suitable one for expressin% ' Sabbath-day to sanctify it, as the Lord bath

gratitude to the * Lord of the Sabbath,” anl.commanded thee. Six-days shalt thou la-

if found recorded in the New Testament, as



