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The author bias frequently been asked why lie did'not make a key for
die familles of spiders. He bias answvered tlîat a correct key wvas
impossible. But as such, questions are getting more numeroub, and
connected wvîth a desire to lknow something about spiders, the author bas
decided to put tog ether what lie could as a contribution to the classification
of our spiders, principally for the use of those ivho are unable to obtain
the costly îvorks necessary for study.

I shall consider the family the highest group separated by definite
characters ; not but what certain families possess transition forms, but
that the groups highier than the families are flot defined by definite
characters, but by tendencies. Tivo groups above the families I shial
recognize, the higyher flue di% ision, flic lowver the section ; the section
embracing certain fanîilies, the division one or more sections. To these

Ishall Iot attempt to make a key, but only designate their general
characters; and the fanuilies which they embrace. In flie key for the
families I shail be arbitrary; but iii the systeni which follows 1 shall try
to in)dîcate the natural affinities.

The classification of spiders is difficuit because of the fewv characters
that cari be tused. This is flot often tinderstood by those who study

nsets.Lettheentmolgist cut off fronu his insect the wings, the
antennze, oiie pair of palpi, unite the abdominal segments, obliterate ali
sutures, and hxow nuany characters wvill he have left! Vet even then lie
wvill have far more than tlue student of spiders can find iu his subject

A few words iii explanation of the characters used in the key. The
body of a spider is very definitely divided into twvo parts-the anterior.
the cephalothorax ; the posterior, the abdomen. Upon the anterior part
of the cephialothorax are the eyes ; the region they occupy is called the
eye region. The eyes are arranged in transverse rovs; abbreviations
referring to theni are frequently used, as S. E. side eyes; A. E. anterior
eyes ; P. E. posterior eyes ; M. E. muiddle eyes ; frorn these are made
coîrpounds, A. S. E. anterior side eyes, etc. Dark coloured eyes are
diurnal, liglit coloured eyes are nocturnal. The region betwveen the
anterior rowv of eyes and the anterior or clypeal nuargin of tlue cephalothorax
is called the clypeus or fillet. A groove on the meson toward flue
posterior part of flic cephalothorax is called the median grcove. There
arc more or less distinct furrows extending from tlue groove to the sides,


