
THE SOURCE 0F PLEASURE.-

justified by faith we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ;
by whom. also we fiave received the
atonement and rjoice in hope of the
giory of God." Are we the su1bjects
of poverty, affliction, and disappuitit-
nents? Revel ation ex hiîbits Jeho val)

as our friend, and reposing on its
stateilents we mnay sing in the hiour of
sorrow -%ith the pious Psahinist, IlGod
is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble! thereflore wil
flot we fear, thoughi the eartli be re-
moved, and thoughi the niountaiùs be
carried into the midst of tise sea;
thoiugh the waters thereof roar and be
troubled, though the miountains shiake
with the swelling thereof. There is a
river, the streams whereof shall inake
glad the city of God." It is the hap-
piness of the Christian to be interested
in the faveur of Hlm %%,ih made the
earth, and who upholds ail things by
the word of his power. Po$Sess:ingy
this privilege, lie turns to the sacred
volume and reads Ilexceeding great
and 1precious promises," in Nvhich lie
1$ deeply interested; believing these
lie siies at the frowns of the wvorld,
fie rises superior to diseas;e, and exemn-
plifies the language of Young-

"lis hand the good man fasteas on the sies,
.And bids earth roll, n<,r féels lier idle whiul.*'

Ainidst the sorrows of life, and the
cares attendant on humaiiity, religion
teaches us to exercise entire resigna-
tion to the -%vill of God, and to give up
ourselves to, his disposai; it convinces
us that whatever hie does is best, and
leads usto be content -,vitii sucli things
as we have, knowing that God is bet-
ter acquainted wîth our necessities
thau we are ourselves, that he wlvi
withliold "usoe good tbing" from us,
and that Il ve have in heaven a more
enduring substance." A nd is there
flot an indescribable pleasure in such
sentiments and assurances mss these?
Can thse principles, thse pleasures, tise
wvealth, or the honors of the wvorld
inmpart such blessedness ? 0 how do
ait these shrink into xwere insignifi-

cance when there possessor l.3 brought
into trying circunistances I At such
a period the Christian character burs
through the cioud of sorrow, and the
princîples that govern his conduct ex-
hibit their splendeur, and shew him,
like the sun, beautifulin the glory of
his Maker.

The connexions to which the reli-
gion of the gospel introduces us must
net be forgotten in our enumeration
of its privileges. lIt is true that the
uien of the world -%vould teach us to,
regard thse followers of' Je:sus as enthu-
siasts and fanatics; it is true that they
have always been treated as" "te off-
scouring of ail things," and as Ilunfit
to live «." but He whso estimates al
things according to tlieir reai worth
hiolds themn ln very different regard.
He considers themn as 41tse excellent
of tise earth," wvho give to tise world
its principal value,-as Iltse saIt of
the earth," wvho preserve it from de-
struction,-as tbe"ljewels' he wvill one
day be careful to collect,-and, ln a
wvord, as lus "portion," his Ilinheri-
tance," and those wvhom he purchased
at an lufinite price. And when men
are taught to view things thro-agh a
proper mediumi, they have a great
attacîsment to aIl ln wvhom, tlîey cau
trace a resemnblance to the Saviour.
They accoutit it a happiness to be
numbered wvith thens, and delight ln
thse enjoyment of their intercourse.

Tise advantages of Chlristian fellov-
ship are very considerable. We are
thus encouraged to persevere ln the
ivay to heavein, notwithstandincg tise
obstacles and the enemuiies we have top
encouniter; lu the hour of danger we
are adiiotiished,--in the seasoni of per-
plexity instructed,-amd in tise day of'
sorrow our cases are borne on the
hiearts of our brethren to tise throne
ufG(od. Union-%'ith the followers of
Jesus dispels muany disco uragenien ts,
frees us from niumerous temptationte,
enables us to pros.-cute our plans for
the furtheranceof hisglory, and make&
us hlessings to the world~ at large.


