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these old monasteries furnished safe and secret sepuicher for the vietims of
the Inquisition.

Corruption wvas the fruit of this cvii suprcmacy. B3utler, iu " Mexico
in Transition,." one of the best books on Mexico, quotes the testixnony
of the Abbé Emnanuel Domenech, chaplain of the Freucli expedition-
ary force, wvho published in Paris in 1867 a report of a tour of observa-
tion lie wvas required to mal•c before leaving Mexico, to investigrate the
rumors of the iow moral and religions condition of the clergy and Clhurcli
of Rome in Mexico. The report is entitled " Mexico as it is, the Truth
llespccting its Clijuate, its lixhiabitants, and its Goveriament,'' The abbé
wvas a prominent clergyman of the lloxnishi Churcli of France. is report
is one of the most damnaging revelations to be found anywhere of the life
nourished by the Chureli of Romne iu lands coînpletely under lier control.

"Mexican faithi 5a dead faith. The abuse of external ceremonies, the facility
of reconciling the dcvii wîth God, the absence of internal. exercises of piety, have
killed t1w fait&i l ?exico. It is in vain to seck good fruit f rom the worthless
tree, which makes Mexican religion a singular assemblage of heartless devotion,
shameful ignorance, insane superstition. and hideous vice. . . . The idolatrous
character o! Nexican Catholicism is c fart well known to ail traveltrs. The
worship of saints and madonnas se absoe'bs the devotion o! the people that littie
time is lett te tliink- about God. Religiotis ceremonies are performed with a .most
lamentable indillerence and wvant of (Uecoruuin. . . One day I wvas preseut at
ain Indian dance, celebrated iu honor o! the patron saint of the village. Twenty-
four boys and girls were dancing in the cliurch, ia the presence of the priest.
An Indian, witlî bis face concealed under a mn- k of au imiîginary divinity resem-
bling the dcvii, withi horns auid claws, wap' airecting the figures of tie dance,
wlîich rerninded me of that of the l1edskins 1 I rcmarked to the priest, who for
ail that was an excellent pricst, that it was 'very incongruous to permit sui;h a
frolie in a churcli.

''The old cusV)ms,' lie replied, 'are respectable ; it is well to preserve themn,
only taking care that they do net degenerate into orgies.'...

." During holy week I have seen p)rocessions of thrc thousand persons stripped
and covered oniy witli saclk-cloth, se carse as te show that the individual had
flot even a shirt. The dificrent phases of the passi--n ot Christ were represented
by groups of paintcd statues large as life, and by mcan and womcn placed upoa
stages, borne on the shoulders of hutndreds of Iindians. The bearers, bending
under the weight of their burden, wouid go, f rom titne to time, to refrcsh tlicm-
selves nt the liquor sheps, lca;ing in the niiddle of tixe streets the groups repre-
scnting the Passion. Jcws and Romans, dccked wihhe'-mets ot tin plate, brcast-
plates o! pasteboard, and breeclies cinbroidered with. silver, mnade a. part of the
procession."'

Thei Churcli controllcd nxarringe, and fixcd thçc foc so, Iigl as to force
the mass of the people into conciibinage. Forinal inarriage wvas beyond
thepir meaus. She controlled education, and 'vas hiappy, to enstire the per-
nianient ignorance of the peopie. Site controilcd baptisîn and burial ; hielci
the~ keys of life and of death, and by ail the curses of the life titat no0W 13

:dof the -%vor1d to coic drove into darkness those whomi she sîtoul have
leil into liit. At the ouitset sithe sublstittutedl for the living. Christ anî illage
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