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sosh? (a class of Tuffians hired to intimi-
date by forceful messures) were hired
for the purpose of systematically perse-
cuting the old men tiil he skould yield.
These soshi followed the old man, search-
ing hishouse with clubs in hand, so thet
he was obliged to hide with his friends
in the country for safety. But he did
not yield, and this method of pressure
failing to accomplish what the priest
wanted, they approached the old man’s
wife and compelled her family to say
that if he did not repent and take the
house back from the Christians they
<would take from him the wife with
whom he had lived for years, the moth-
er of his children, the companion of his
youth. Thestorm grew so thick that
the old man could stand it no longer.
He could endure personal inconvenience,
even suffering ; but to lose his wife was
norz than he could beer, and the oppo-
nents, through her friends, kad control
of the situation. He finaily came back
1o the missionary weeping, threw down
the money snd asked for the contract,
begging them to ask no guestions for
conscience’ sake. The Christians took
the money, gave up the house, and
marked the strength and the methods
of the Buddhists.

In Nagoya, & city of 200,000 peopie, &l
burying grounds are commecied with
the temples, of which there are some
2000 Buddhist with some 5000 priests,
exclusive of Shinto temples and priests.
Up to the present, when a Christian dies
he must be buried in 2 potter’s field, a
swamp some distance from the city, in
which only beggars were formerly
buried. Though a2 man may be a legal
owner of a ot in a Buddhisi burying-
ground, he cannot be buried there ex-
cept 25 & Buddhist. The mother and
child of our devoted pastor, Brother H.
Yamaks, a graduste of Drew Theologi-
cal Seminary, together with all Chris-
tians dying here, have had to be buried
in that swamp. At one time the Chris-
tians purchased = plot of ground fora
burial-place ; but a5 it requirts the con-
seat of three different partics, one of

which is the people of the neighbor-
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hood, capable of being manipulated by
the priests, the Christians lost all they
had expended, and were compelled to
give up the project for the fime. The
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Dbattle has to be won on some lines in
by inch.

Makoto Komatsubara (“Liitle Pine
Woods)™ and his wife, Tazura, became
Christians in the city of Shizurka some
ten years ago, snd joined the Caneda
Methodist Church. In youth this man
had been a heavy drinker, and had suf-
fered a heavy penalty of hissin. Faith
in Christ changed Lim,.and he became
a temperate man. His family and
friends, however, did noi favor his be-
coming a Christian. Better go on
drinking and die 8 drunkard than have
anything to do with Yasu Ayo. He
recently removed with wife and ohil-
dren to Nagoya, snd united by letter
with our Second 3ethodist Church.
The intense summer heat has caused
him to become ill, and his ailinent has
taker the form of brsain disease, result-
ing in Insenity. I have watched the
poor man with intense pity. Perfectly
harmless in action and physically well,
he js a strong man payiug the price of
sinful plezsure. The older brother and
older sister of this mar have, sirce his
sickness, turned against him because of
his profession of Christianity. They
declared that unless he would openly
renounce his faith in Christ they would
not own him as a brother. In Japan
an older brother has certain rights and
powerovers younger- They greatly an-
noyed him, but neither he nor his wife
would yicld to their demands. The
‘brother became furious, said the whole
ceuse of trouble was Christinnity.
When he could no longer aflict thesick
man becsusc of his insanity, they, the
brother and sister, violently persecuted
his wife. She was compelled fo cease
sttending church, tho she stoutly de-
clared her faith in Jesus. She con-
tinued for some time to send the chil-
dren to our Sunday-school, but finally
the opposition became so great that she
could not even do this without danger,




