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Imperial Dict, elected from that province, are Christians.. lrom the time
of Mr. Neesima’s visit to Annaka dates the entrance of Christianity into
the heart of Japan, and that was the beginning of the fearless preaching
of the Gospel in the interior. The same count who gave to the governor
the reply mentioned above, himself told Mr, Neesima of this fact a short
time afterward.

After a few weeks spent with his friends in Aunnaka, preaching the
Gospel, Mr. Neesima came on to Kobe and Osaka to confer in regard to
the establishment of the Christian college.

A short time before Mr. Neesima’s return, our mission received a letter
from Secretary Clark, telling us that 85000 were waiting to found a col-
legiate and theological training school to train Christian workers for Japan,
‘We had not yet begun to think of such a school, or, at least, we felt that
it was far in the future ; our first two churches had been organized that
year, one in Kobe with eleven members, and one in Osaka with seven
members ; a few young men were found ready to listen to the truth, also,
in Sanda, twenty miles from Kobe, but the villages about Kobe and
between Kobe and Osaka were so much opposed to Christianity that it
was impossible to even teach a few men in a hotel or tea-house.

Mr. Necsima tried for several months to sccure permission from the
governor of the Osaka-Fu to establish the college in that city ; he saw the
governor many times and urged his plan ; the gover.,r told him he would
approve the establishment of the school there, but that no missionary
should teach in it, so Mr. Neesima reluctantly gave up hope in Osaka, and
then our thoughts were turned to Kyoto; but Kyoto was an interior city
where foreigners had never been allowed to reside ; it had been the centre
of Buddhism and Shintoism in Japan for a thousand years, and, moreover,
was away from the centres of work which our mission had opened.

The mission, however, gave a reluctant consent to the location of the
school in Kyoto, if permission could be secured, and in the summer of
1875 Mr, Neesima went to Kyoto to see what could be done. The Lord
had prepared the way before him ; the city had been opened for one
hundred days during the three previous years while the exhibition was
held there, and Rev. O. H. Gulick had spent three months in the city
during the summer of 1872, and had made the acquaintance of Mr.
Yamamoto Kakuma, a blind man who was then a private counsellor to the
Kyoto-Fu. Others of our mission had met him during t'.e mnext two
summers, and he had become greatly interested ia Christianity. When
Mr. Neesima presented his plan for the establishment of a Christian college
in Kyoto to Mr. Yamamoto, he was ready to give it his warm approval
from the first, and he used his strong influence with the governor of the
Kyoto-Fu in the same direction, so that the governor also gave his
approval to the scheme.

The writer made a hasty visit to Kyoto in June of 1875, and vith
Mr. Neesima, looked at a lot of land containing five and one half acres,




