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Harvard, nîoving in the line of the
settled polic>' of President Eliot, lias final-
ly deteriiniied to give a fair trial . to %vhat nîay
be dcsignated thie new systein of education. Last
J une, at thc meecting of the Board of Overseers,
aftcr a most earnest discussion, it wvas resolved
to exteiîd thc elective systeni to thc Freshinian
ycar. Ihus, at presenit, as soon as lie enters tlîe
UJniversity, the clîoice of lus entire college work
is largely left to tlîe discretioti of tlîe stude'ît. Lt
is true there are sortie restrictions placed uipon his
frccdom of chîoicè; lie is requircd, in tlîe Fresli-
nman year, to take a short course of lectures iu
Chemistry and I'hysics, andc in the reniaining
thrc years to do a gradually di-
îninishîng ainouint of wvorkz in thîe depart-
ment of Englisli Composition. Aside f romnthese
.limitations, tlîe yoting nian's choice is practically
untramimelled,being liînited only by tlîe fact tliat
in courses wvhich follow one anotlier in natural se-
quence tlîose wvhichi conic first in order inust be
flrst taken.

Thc real purpcýýe of cari ying the clcctiive sys-
teni iîîto tlîc Frcsliniaîi ycar may be scen îvlien it
;à s5tatcd that, 13' tliis meari. a student mîay
pass tlirouigli Ha-rva-,rd w'itliout cvcr looking iii-
side a Greek book during lus college course.
This extension, tli, of tlîe elective systcmn by
tlîe Oterscers places -larvard in thc loremost
rankls of tiiose opposing tlîe study of Greek in
our colleges. Thîus Presidetît Eliot and tlîe
champions of thc anti-G reek cause have scored a
signal t -mmph.

Iiow far thc ncev schenie will prove a success
remains to be seen. By the action of the Qv.cr-
seers Greek is not by any mneans eiiminated froin
the college course,-Harvard las too nîany cmni-
lient Grcek scliolars to, pernmit that-but the proba-
bilities are that year by year tlîe, nuîîîbcr of tliose
el ecting Greek will diniinish until but compara-
tively fewv will be fouîîd perusiuîg thiq subjeet.
Throwving aside, lîowiever, the question of the
comiparative value of Greek as a disciplinary
study, it strikes us tlîat tIc newv sdieîine is open

ATFiqENAý-UM. '

to serlous objection.
The electivc systeni renders it possible for a

student to clevote himlself to a limiitcd field of
study. By the innovation' List macle this possi-
bility is vasthy increaseci. That a great mnany
younig mien %will avail thiciiselves of the oppor-
tLinity offcred for giving the whole four years to
sonie onc or twvo subjects, niay bc reasonably iii-
ferred froin the course lîitherto putrsuced b3' stu-
dents iii elccting subjeets. Nowv, it appears to
us that the great end of a miian's college course
is dcfeated w' .ere his wvork covers 01113 a narrow
fieldi. Paîrents send thecir children to col-
lege for tue purpose of secuiring for theni
tilat culture and that clegree of miental de-
velopenienitwhichi shahi best fit theni for those
requirenients wvhich. inevitably inust bc made of
thein wven they enter uipon thecir final life work.
Nov, uinqustionably, the mani lest aclaptecl to
ineet the demands of liIe's labor is lie \vhio is
possessed of the mnost highly developed mind,
whose faculties, and whose powcers are iii the
liighest possible state of miaturity. Lt okighit to be
equally plain that hie wh'lose wvhole mental
makze-up lias been so wrought uipon as tu pro-
duce as necarly as possible an equal dlegr-cc of
nîaturity iii his faculties, is rc1ativ'ely far strong-
er than the mi wliose mind lias been trained iin
sucli a wVay that one or .two speciail powercjs have
received attentionî to the exclusion of ail otliers.
It goes witlîout saying that the discipline deriveci
froin tlie study of Matheniatics is of quite a dif-
ferent stamp froîîî that given by Greek or Latin;
wvlile the effect of the Natural Sciences uipon the
studcnt is of a character diverse altogether froin
that produced by eitiier of the forcgoing. Th'le
contrary of this no one wvlîo lias ever lîad any ex-
perience iii the practical wvorkings of thîc old and
now systemns, could for a miomnt seriouslv miain-
tain. To obtain tlîe best possible results, it is
necessary tlîat the inoulding influences of aIl
those studies wvhich are ordinarily laid dowvx in a
college curriculum shiould operate upofi tlîe rîind
of the ýtudent. To narrowv thc prescrnt range of


