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and in an unhappy light!  And by this means we form a worse
opinion of our neighbours than they descrve; whil.* st the same
tume pride and self.flattery tetpt us to make unjust observations
ou vurselves in our own favour. In all the favourable jadgments
we pass concerning ourselves, we should zllow a little abatement
on this account,

V. In muking your obscrvations on persons, take care of in.
dulging that busy curiosity which is cver inqunng into private
and domestic affuirs, with an cndless itch of lcarming the secret
history of families. It is but scldom that such a prymg curiosity
attains any valuable endsy it often begets suspicion, jealousics,
and disturbances in houscholds, and 1t is a frequént temptation to
‘persons to defame their neighbours : some persous cannot help tel
ling what they know : a busybody is most hable to become a tat.
tler upon every oceasion.

'VI. Let your observation, even of persons and their conduct, be
chiefly designed in order to lead you to a better acqueintance -vith
things, particularly with human natuze ; and to inform you what
to imitate and what to avoid, rather that to furmsh out matter for
the evil passions of the mind, or the inpertinencies of discourse
and reproaches of the tongue.

VII. Though it may be proper sometimes to make your obser
vations concerning persons as well as things the subject of your
discourse in learned or usefe! conversations ; vet what remarks
you make on particular persons, particularly to their disadvantage,
should for the most part lic hid in your own breast, tll some just
and apparcent occasion, some necessury call of Providence, lcads
you to speak to them.

If the character or conduct which you ohserve be greatly cul-
pable, it should so much the less be pubhshed. You may treasure
up such remarks of the follies, indecencics, or vices of your neigh-
bours as may be a constant guard aguinst your practice of the
sume, without exposing the reputation of your ncighbour on that
account. It isa good old rule, that our conversation should rath.
cr be laid out on things than on persous; and this rule should
generally be observed, unless names be concealed, wheresoever
the faults or follics of mankind are our present theme.

Our late Archbishop Tillotson has wnitten a small but exccllent
discourse on cvil speuking wherein he adunrably explains, lhmts,
and applics, that general apostol.c precept, * Speak cvil of ne
man,” T'it. iii. 2.

VIIL. Be not toc hasty to eroct gencral theorics from a fow
particular obscrvations, appear nces, or experiments.  This s
what the logicians call a false induction.  When general observa.
tions are drawn from so many particulars as to become certan and
mndubitable, these are jewels of knowledge, comprehending great
treasure in little room : but they are thercfore o be made with
the greater carc and caution, lest errors become large and diffe.
sive, if we should mistake in these general notions.

A hasty detcrmination of some universal principles, without a
due survey of all the particular cases which may be included in
tham, is the way to lay a trap for our own understandings, in
their pursuit of any subject, and we shall often be taken captives
into wisteke and falschood. Niveo in his youth obscrved, that on
threce Christinas days together there fell a good quantity of snow,
and now hath writ it down in his ulmanac, as a part of his wise
remarks on the weather, that it will always snew at Christas,
Euron, a young lad, took notice ten tmes, that there was a hard
frost when the wind was in the north.cast ; therefore, in the niid.
dlc of the last July, he almost expected 1t should frecze, because
the weathercocks showed him the north-cast wind; and he was
still more disappointed, when he found it a very sultry scason,
it is hasty judgment that hath thrown scandal on a whole
nation, for the sukc of some c. ‘vable characters belonging to
several particular natives of tha, country ; whereas all " the
Frenchmen are not gay and airy 5 all the Italians are not jealous
and revengeful; nor are ull the English overrun with the spleen.
—National Educavion by J. Spirsox.
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MOTHER'S DEPARTMENT.

——p .
The Mother's Difficulties.
BY REV. JOHN S. C. ABBOTT.

The remarks which have already been made arc so obvious,
that onc is Ird to inguire, why is family government generally so
defective? Why do so few suceeed m obtaining prompt obedicneg?
There are many causcs operating to produce thus result.  “The
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rules of discipline mufv bo simple and plain, and yet many motive?
may influcnes us to shrink from coforcing them.

L. One great obstacle is the want of self-control ou the part
of purents. How few peisdhis are tlicre who lave gained “that
conquest over Q*lf, which enables thews to mect the varions vicis-
situdes of life iwith culmness and composurc! How few arc
there who are nut, occasionally ut least, thrown off their guard,
and provoked to the cxlubition of cxeited and iritated feching !
And can a mother expect to govern her child when rhe cannot

overn herself 7 Family government must most emphuaticeily

cgin at kome. It must begin in the bosom of the parent.  She
must learn to control herself; to subdue her own passions; she
st set her chidren an example of meekncss and of equanimity,
or she must reasonably expeet that alf her offorts to contro! their
passions will be incffectual. A child gwets 1mated and stnkes bis
gister ; and the mother gets irnated and whips the chnld. Naw,
both mother and child have been guilty of precisely the same enme.
They have both been angry, and both i anger have strack another.
And what is the effeet of this sinful punishment? Tt may make
the child afraid to strike hus sister againj but will it tcach that
child that he has done wrong; that it 18 wicked to be angry?
Can it have any salutary effect upon his heart 7 Ie sces that his
mother is irriated, and thus is he taught that it i proper for hint
to be angry, He sees that when his mother s irriated she strikes ;
and thus is he taught that the same course 1s pmper forhimn.  ‘Fhe
direct effect of the punishment is to feed the flame and strengiben
the inveteracy of passion.  Insuch a coursc as this there js no
moral instruction, and no salutary die ipline.  And yet & mother
who hasnot conqucred self, who cannot restrain the violence of her
own passions, will often thus punish. When we sce such a mother
with passionate and turbulent children, nosccond question need be
asked why they are not gentle and cbedient.  And when we teflect
how very scldom it is that we sce an mdividual who may not be
occasionally provoked to act from the irntation of the moment,
we canuot wonder the farmily so often presents a scene of uproar
and misryle.

‘This self.control, at all times, and under all circumstances 13
onc of the most important and most difficult things to be acquiced,
Many parents have, frominfancy, been unaceustomed to restraint
and they find a very great straggle to be necessarry to smother
those feelings wiich will sometines nise almost mvoluntarily.  But
we should ever remember thut this must be done, or we ‘cannot
be faithful to our children, We must bring our own feclings and
our own actions under a system of nigid discipline, or it will be i
vaun for us to hope to curb the pasions and restrain the conduet
of thase who are look'ng to us for mstruction and example. There
will many cases occur which will exceedingly try 2 motbers
paticnce.  Unless naturally blest with a peculiarly quiet spirit, or
hubituated from carly life to habits of self-government, she
will find that shce has very much to do with her own hcart,
This point we would most earnestly unge, for 1t is of fun.
dumental importance.  Anger s temporary insamity.  And
what can be more deplorable than to see a mother in the par-
oxysm of wrritation, taking vengeance on her child? Leta me.
ther feel gricved, and mamfest ker gnief when her child does wrong.
Let her, with calmness and reflection, vse the disciphne wluch
the case requires.  But never let her muanifest imtated feeling, or
give utterance to an angry cxpression. Ifher own mind 1s thus kept
serenc and unimpassioned, she will mstruct by example as well as
precept.  She will casily know, and more judiciously perform her
duty. And the supcnority of her own conduct will command the
respect and the admiration of her children,  And until this s done
it will be impossible for 2 mother to enforce the rules of discipliac,
simplc and  obvious as thosc rules are, -

2. Another great obstucle in the way is the want of resol stion.
It is abways painful to a parcent’s feclings to deprive a'child of any
reasonable enjoyment, ur to inflict pain.  Hence we are ingenious
in framing apologics 1o reheve ourselves from this duty.” Your
child docs wrong, and you know that he ought to be punished;
but you shrnk from the duty of inflicting it. Now of what avail
is it 1o be acquainted with the rules of discinline, if we cannot
summon resolution to enfurce thuse miles 2 It will do ne goad to
read one book and another upon the subject of education, nnless
ye arc willing, with calm and steady decision, to punish our ¢hi!
dren when the occasion requaes. It is this weak indulgence, ths
wicked refusal to perforin panful duty, which has ruined thou
sands of familics, A mother will sometimes openly remonstrate
with a father for pumishing 2 stubborn child.  She'will call him
cruel and unfecling, and confirm her child in his wilfulness, by her
wicked sympathy and curcsees.



