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ed with a malignity and a subtletv to which hardly
&Dy ago furniahes a paraliet,it in peculiarly incum-
bout on the friends or the Lord Jesus, to strengthen
cach otherý, bande, and encourage each othera
heart. Whema the powers of darkness are seen
mumtering their forces ond lesguing together
against the Lord and hi@ anointed, surely Christi-
ans ouglit to find strong motives for drawing
dloser tu one another in brotherly love, while ail
u i with one heart should draw nearer to their divine
niaster. These are aur sentiments, brethrev, osn a
matter whichà we fear the Churclies of Christ have
in modern times too mucb neglected. WVe take it
therefore kindly that you have addressed us in the
fraink and affectionate terme which ao peculiarly
characterize your acceptable letter.

In our firat communication it will nitturally be
expected that we aliould give you morne account
of the present condition of that Church over whicl,
w. are appointedl to watcb ini the Lord. WVe are
sorry tiret we cannot mpeak of the state af religion
in mach favourable terme as we could wish. Vital
piety, wefear, isatalawebb, foriniquity abounds,
and the love of the world prevails ta a lamentable
*xtent; and niany professing chri8tians, manifest
but littie of the fruits of true godlinese. These
*vils have been greatly aggravated by the distrac-
tions te which civil Society lbas been eubjected for
a considerable lima paît. And in addressing you
w. need hardly do more than refer to the mnany
obstacles which religion lias te encounter iu a new
country, settled by a mixed population, mnany of
whoma are entirely without the knowledge, and the
fear of the Lord. And wlaile in addition ta thim it
is known that there le a great want of fatiful
and able Minuetera te go inte thae destitute settle.
u-ents to proclaim the Gospel or salvation, it will
net surprise you that w. are called to rnaurrn over
maca irreligion around uF, and te lamnent the little
evidence we have in rnany places of genuine piety.
The harest truly is great, but thae labourers are
fe w.

Our Synod centaine at present fifty-five settled
aninisters. Thuis number however le quite iiande-
quitte te the wants of even that portion of the
people who naturally look te us for spiritual. in-
structurs. We have nearly a handred congrega
tiens or settiemente, some of them very nuneroas,
Ihat arewholly destitute of pastors. Hitherto we
have depended entirelY On the Mother Country for
preachers. But we Dow find the supply from
home te fall se far short of the dcnaand that steps
have been taken, and are ini course of being viga-
ronsly prosecuted, te ettablish a tlaealogical
OemiuarY for training pions youths (rom snieug
ourselvesr fur the work cf the holy ministry.,

Greatly indeed do we want an increas. of minite-
rial labourera as vieil as an increase orfaitb,
diligence, love, snd patience in aur own bearts
that w. may more devotedly labour in the work of
the gospel. For while there i. mach vithina eur
Church te fill un with samrow and humiliation
tlkere is aise mucla ln the world around ut; te piro.
duce perplexity and fcar. Popery, that monstre".
perversion of Christianity, ha% a strong hold ln
these Provinces snd in greatly strengtliened by
the sparieus charity of the age ; while infidelity,
the natural product of superstition and fanaticismn,
is emibraced te a considerable exient by the viciouo
and speculative portion of the people. NV. have
ulso te deploro the prevalence of variaus secte
that preacli another gospel, than the gospel of
Christ.

Yet amidat those vaelous causes of uiscourage.
ment, we are not lcft without many tol<ens for
good frout the Lord. Thraghout our awn claurch
Saabbath achools have generally been established,
andl w. believe are ln many places in a promperous
condition. Bible, Tract, and Mlissionary Societies,
are eupported by ouï people, sud in marne instances
Withl a very considerable degree of libetality.
Public ordinauces are upon the whole well attend.
edi while the. nuniber of communicante ln the
chureh lias been annually incresing. Au a charte.
tien cemmunity w. enjoy very great harmnn.
Our stanjdardai are received and held ex anime.
Îlences on chancît guvernment ana the. great doc-
trines of faita we are of one mind e~nd five in
peace as brc*hren. TMais unanimity on mattera of
the highest moment coutrîbutes; greatly te oair
comfart iii ali Our ecclesiatitical afikirs.

Our cannection with the Church of Scotland
has been te us of unspeakable advantage. From,
that churca we have rcceived prenchers, peca niary
aid, macla whnlesorne canaîsel and such protection
as coula be allbrdcd. For ail titis ve, desire te
lift aur hearts ini thaaakrul acknowledgment te
God and ln sincere gratitude ta aur revered niother
Church ta w~hom we are se deeply iiidebted fur
thein eaus of furnishing religious instruction tg
many a destitate setulement ln Canada. And we
bopte, chrietian brethiren, wheu you revert te the
enrly history of your own Zion and remerober
that smre of those who bore the heat sud barden
of the day in laying the foundation. of Presbyte-
rianismn in Amenica were ministers of the. claurcli
of Scotland--and when jeu think how readily ah.e
gave lier suppart te thoso men of Gad, Edwards
sud Brainerd-and wlaat a tender interest shbe feit
tn their labours, ynu will readily sympathise with
us ini the gratitude whicb we lave expressed.


